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100,000 protesters 
demonstrate against 
Burma generals 


Master of mime now 


rests in eternal silence 


PARIS—MARCEL MARCEAU, THE MAS- 
ter of mime who transformed sllence into 
poetry with artful gestures that spoke to 
young and old around the world, has died 
after 60 years on the stage. He was 84. 
Marceau, who breathed new life Into an 


art that dates to anclent Greece, died Satur- 


day In Paris, his former assistant Em- 
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91-day T-bill 
fetches rate 
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GMA names 
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» FEARL 
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»| ABSOLUTE PARDON PLAN 


Erap may get to keep P1B of ill-gotten assets 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 
and Jocelyn R- Uy 


AN ABSOLUTE PARDON MEANS 
the government will no longer 
confiscate P1 billion in ill-gained 


assets 
Joseph 


ESTRADA: quired 


state. 
This was 


don that he 
that deposed President 
Estrada had allegedly ac- 
and that the Sandigan- 


bayan wants forfeited to the 


tary Ronaldo Puno interpreted 
the proposed unconditional par- 


pected to discuss when they meet 
over lunch today at the latter's 
rest house in Tanay, Rizal. 


how Interior Secre- 
City 


and Estrada are ex- 
terior secretary is 


(QUIRER 


BALANCED 
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The alleged ill-gotten assets 
would include the infamous 
"Boracay Mansion" 


The Tanay meeting between 
Estrada and his own former i 


amid sharp opposition from 
some legal luminaries, who said 
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Tierro, Arcilla cap 
RP rout of Kuwait 
in Davis Cup. 


F 
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WASHINGTON—LOOK- 


as 


ESS VIEWS 


ballistic missile base, 
equipped with a vast un- 


webitezewwinqulrer.not. 


an unconditional pardon 


in Quezon 
given an absolute pardon. 


sins and surrenders his s 


taking place edlyill-gotten assets. 


ing for a new home with 
a bit more space as well 


blance? 


be blow to the justice system. 
Some said Estrada should be 


he expresses remorse for his 


“Absolute pardon is absolute 
pardon. I think the penalties are 
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NBI exhumes body 
of girl believed to be 
Geraldine Palma 


or sale: Spacious missile 
ase for only $1.5 million 


a 1950s Cold War am- 


AUS intercontinental 


Ore 
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would vacated,” Puno said when asked 
about the Sandiganbayan's for- 
feiture order on Estrada's as- 
sets. 

“I do not know ha? I'm not 
the one who will determine the 
implications of the deal. But ab- 
solute pardon iyon (that is abso- 


ERAP MAY) AB 


only if 


uppos- 


GMA flip-flops on Neri 


Gov't places 
more China 
deals on hold 


By Amy Remo 
and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL- 
ture is putting.on the back burner 
plans to allow China use of 1.24 mil- 
lion hectares of Philippine agricultural 
land. 

“This suspension is a unique case 
and has nothing to do with the ZTE 
and Cyber Education contracts. I just 
want more time for consultations with 
all stakeholders,” Agriculture Secre- 
tary Arthur Yap said in a phone inter- 
view yesterday. 

Malacañang announced on Satur- 
day the suspension of the Chinese- 
funded National Broadband Network 
(NBN) project, which was awarded to 
the Chinese firm ZTE Corp., and the 
CyberEd project of the Department of 
Education amid allegations that these 
were tainted with corruption and 
bribery. 

The Senate, which is investigating 
the NBN deal, is also being asked by a 
militant group to compel govern- 
ment officials to disclose the full de- 
tails of the negotiations for the 
planned $1.6-billion investment of 
China Development Bank (CDB) in 
the Diosdado Macapagal Internation- 
al Airport in Pampanga. 

Yap told the senators in a budget 

Gov'T/As 


NERI: Cabinet man on the hot seat 
RODELAOTON 


Suspension no 
threat to RP-Sino 
ties, says Favila 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘TRADE SECRETARY PETER B. FAVILA 
yesterday said he had agreed with his 
Chinese counterpart that the suspen- 
sion of ZTE Corp.'s contract to build a 
$329-million National Broadband Net- 
work (NBN) should not strain relations 
between Manila and Beijing. 

Favila said in an interview he had 
been working behind the scenes to- 
ward the suspension of the contract 
upon the orders of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. 

‘Asked how the Chinese were tak- 
ing this development, Favila said he 
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Ratings of Gloria, Mike 


By Kate Pedroso 
Inquirer Research 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO'S 
approval rating has plunged, along with 
the trust rating of her husband, amid a 
bribery scandal involving a broadband 
deal with China, a Social Weather Sta- 


tions survey showed yesterday. 

Only three in every 10 adult Fil- 
ipinos were satisfied with Ms Arroyo's 
performance, while only one in every 
five trusted Jose Miguel "Mike" Ar- 
royo, according to the latest SWS sur- 
vey. 

The third quarter survey found 34 


Lawyer asks Ombudsman 


to investigate 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


A CONTROVERSIAL LAWYER ASSOCI- 
ated with high profile lost causes yes- 
terday asked the Ombudsman to inves- 
tigate President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
husband and Commission on Elections 
Chair Benjamin Abalos in connection 
with the National Broadband Network 
(NBN) project. 

In initiating the first criminal com- 
plaint that links Jose Miguel Arroyo to 
the $329-million deal with China, 
Ernesto Francisco Jr. said that the ant 
graft body had the power to probe im- 
peachable and private citizens under 
“The Ombudsman Act of 1989.” 


À 


GMA hubby 


In his 40-page plea, Francisco stated 
that the law mandated the antigraft 
body “to investigate any serious mis- 
conduct in office allegedly committed 
by officials removable by impeach- 
ment, for the purpose of filing a veri- 
fied complaint of impeachment, if war- 
ranted.” 

He said that the law provides that 
“in all cases of conspiracy between an 
officer or employee of the government 
and a private person, the Ombudsman 
and his deputies shall have jurisdic- 
tion to include such private person in 
the investigation.” 

Francisco had questioned the imposi- 

LAWYER/AIS 


OGER MMGALO. 


TU 


SPEAKER Jose de Venecia together with other lawmakers see off President. 
Macapagal-Arroyo at Villamor Air Base. The President flew to lligan City yesterday 
to attend a business forum. Behind Ms Arroyo and De Venecia are Representatives 
Eric Singson, Ed Zialcita and Rodolfo Valencia. 


dip amid NBN scandal 


percent were satisfied and 45 percent 
dissatisfied with the President's perfor- 
mance, for a net rating of -11, down 
from her June net rating of -3. 

The survey also found that 20 per- 
cent had “much trust” in Mike Arroyo, 
while 58 percent had "little trust" in 
him, for a net trust rating of -37, ac- 


SECURITY 
ALERT 

A group of soldiers 
mansa checkpoint 
along the South 
Luzon Expressway 
near Villamor Air 
Base on Monday. 
The military has 
brought extra 
troops into Metro 
Manila to guard 
the capital 
following reports 
ofnew 
destabilization 
plots against 


eet 


i 


cording to SWS after it rounded off the 
figures. 

“Positive net trust in Mr. Arroyo oc- 
curred only in January 2001; it has 
been negative from September 2001 to 
the present,” SWS noted. 

Net satisfaction rating is the differ- 
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STOP 
AFP 
, CHECKPOINT 


In the end, 


Palace says 
he'll testify 
at Senate 


By Norman Bordadora, 
Michael Lim Ubac 
and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY 
hemmed and hawed before 
deciding to allow Romulo 
Neri to attend the Senate 
hearing on the controversial 
$329-million contract for the 
National Broadband Net- 
work (NBN) project award- 
ed to China's ZTE Corp. 


The Palace decision came after the 
Senate threatened to subpoena Neri, 
the director general of the National 
Economic and Development Authority 
(Neda) when the NBN project was ap- 
proved. Neda reviews proposed gov- 
ernment projects. 

“If Neri allows himself to be silenced 
by the President, he can't blame any- 
one but himself if he is called a wimp 
without intestinal fortitude to help the 
Senate get at the truth in the ZTE deal. 
He should be condemned and burned 
at the stake," Sen. Aquilino Pimentel 
Jr. said. 

The Palace said yesterday afternoon 
that Neri, now chair of the Commis- 
sion on Higher Education (CHEd), was 
not leaving for the United States. 

‘Then, it said Neri was part of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's official delegation to 
the United Nations General Assembly 
that is scheduled to leave for New York 
tonight on the eve of the resumption of 
the Senate probe of the deal. 

Early in the evening, Executive Sec- 
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SC to look into P10-M ‘bribe’ 


Justice Santiago denies having received money in gift box 


By Leila B. Salaverria incident but stopped short of person, and the integrity of the tribunal will include in its delib- 
WHAT’S INSIDE naming Santiago. judiciary, which I have been erations an affidavit executed 
THE SUPREME COURT WILL HOLD A SPECIAL ses- “Is really disturbing because faithfully serving for 34 years by Delis denying she was aware 


f n pum it attacks the high court, thein- now,” Santiago said. of any bribery attempt involv- 
sion today to tackle media reports implicating one Of tregrity of the justices them- "T highly suspect that these ing her erstwhile boss. 


RP CALLS its own magistrates in a P10-million payoff scandal. selves, considering that the are parts of concerted attempts Although Malaya did not 
Chief Justice has been very re- to influence the high court in name Delis, the former secre- 
for greater Jose Midas Marquez, In its report last week, News- lentlessin his efforts to cleanse deciding a big land dispute in tary of the woman justice was 
d ; spokesperson for the high break said Santiago fired her for- thejudiciar"Marquezsaid. Quezon City now pending be- described as a certain "Cecilia" 
emocratic court, said yesterday the jus- mer judicial staff officer, Daisy Ce- ^ Ina statement issued yester- fore the Supreme Court. Never- who was named after her aunt, 
fi H tices will decide whether or not cilia Delis, after the latteropeneda day, Santiago denounced theal- theless, | leave the determina- the late Supreme Court Justice 
reforms in to investigate “disturbing” alle- gift-wrapped box delivered to her legations against her as “mali- tion of these tothe investigation Cecilia Mufioz-Palma. 
Burme gations that came out in the na- officeand found wadsof pesobills, cious and unfounded” and said Ihave requested," she said. Delis, in her affidavit, said 
i tional broadsheet Malaya and estimated at P10 million inside. It she suspected they were intend- She also said she was reserv- she felt alluded to. 
Newsbreak magazine also said the payoff might have ed to influence the Court's deci- ing the right to file appropriate Marquez said there were no 
The justice named in the al- been intended to influence deci- sion in a Quezon City land dis- criminal cases against those hard and fast rules in the 
leged bribery incident, Justice sions in two cases: One involving pute. who made the accusations. Supreme Court on how to han- 
EB BISHOPS Consuelo Ynares-Santiago, denied an official of Philippine Intema- “At the outset, let me under- She thanked Puno for includ- dle such allegations. 
the accusation and asked for an tional Air Terminals Co. Inc. (Piat- score that these are blatant lies ing the issue in the en banc ses- "There's no SOP really be- 
tell gov't. NPA: immediate investigation. She will co), and the other a land case. clearly aimed at smearing and sion today. cause cases like this aren't really 
EC not attend the special session. Malaya reported of the same  maligning my character and ^ According to Marquez, the very common,” Marquez said. 
Stop recruiting 


wok ^ Lapus optimistic CyberEd would push through 


IAT 
y L. Alave Education Secretary Jesli Lapus tinue to train teachers and educa- out this negative environment” lumped CyberEd and the broad- 
and Michael Lim Ubac yesterday slammed lawmakers for tion supervisors to create and de- _ ‘The DepEd has scheduled a band contract together. He added 
t: BOTIKA “muddling” the P26bilion Cy- liver content via cyberspace and demonstration of the CyberEd that the two projects would use 
THE ONGOING INVESTIGATION berfd project and the $329-mil- would use TT to reach out to stu- program im three schools in different technologies and would 
ng Bayan Opens ofthe administration’ loan deals lion National Broadband Network denes in the remotest areas. November, in anticipation of the have different cients. 
first part of its roll-out in January Lapus stressed that the National 
with the Chinese government and (NBN) deal with Chinese telecom- He said the country would A : 
10,000th store 8 : 2008. But with the suspension of Economic and Development Au- 
, the “indefinite suspension” of the munication firm ZTE Corp. eventually embrace CyberEd, aS the initiative, Lapus said he ex- thority (NEDA), which evaluates 
in Quezon City Cyber Education project has not Although “disheartened” by ‘weliveinaworld where informa-  pecred the project tobe delayed by government contac, had a 
discouraged the Department of President MacapagalAroyos de- tion reigns. Everybody is going least six months. Proved the Cyberid project be- 
JA Educaion from pursuing the cision to suspend the two projects, there. We should have done this a" ‘The education chief said law. cause it would be beneficial to 
high-tech initiative. Lapus said the DepEd would con- long time ago. Wejusthaveto wait makers got it wrong when they teachers and students. 
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writ favoring victims 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


FAMILIES AND RELATIVES OF VICTIMS OF 
extrajudicial killings and enforced disap- 
pearances are now a step closer to making 
the authorities exert more effort and be 
more accountable for the fate of their loved 
ones after a Supreme Court subcommittee 
finished drafting the rules on the issuance of 
awrit of amparo. 

The Supreme Court en banc will discuss 
the draft rules for the writ of amparo (protec- 
tion in Spanish) today and expects to pro- 
mulgate these before the 62nd anniversary of 
the United Nations on Oct. 24, the tribunal 
said in a statement. 

The high courts Committee on the Revi- 
sion of the Rules of the Court drafted the 
rules for the writ, which was one ofthe reme- 
dies put forth during the Supreme Court-led 
multisectoral summit on extrajudicial killings 
and enforced disappearances held in July. 

Chief Justice Reynato Puno earlier said the 
writ of amparo would stop law enforcers 
from resorting to the simple defense of denial 
when cases are brought against them to pro- 
duce a person who has gone missing. The 
writ can be used to compel state agents to 
look for the person. 

The writ, which is expected to be made 


retroactive, “will hold public authorities to a 
high standard of official conduct, failing 
which they would be held accountable to our 
people,” Puno said. 

He had also said that he would harness the 
Supreme Court's power under the Constitu- 
tion to promulgate rules that would ensure 
that constitutional rights are protected, not- 
ing that the killings and disappearances had 
given the country a "black eye.” 

Aside from the writ of amparo, the high 
court is also eyeing another measure, the writ 
of habeas data, to allow families of victims of 
enforced disappearances to invoke the right 
to truth and compel the military and other 
authorities to give them access to official doc- 
uments. 

The writ of habeas data, currently avail- 
able in Latin American countries, would also 
require government agents to correct or de- 
stroy erroneous data gathered and stored 
against the disappeared. 

Puno had described it as “a remedy to pro- 
tect the image, privacy and honor of an indi- 
vidual and to enforce the freedom of infor- 
mation ofa person.” 

The high court is also reviewing the guide- 
lines for the writ of habeas corpus, which is so 
far the only remedy that families of the disap- 
peared can resort to. 


Get ready for colder, 
wetter times — Pagasa 


By T] Burgonio 


WEATHER FORECASTERS ARE ADVISING 
the public to brace for wetter and colder 
weather in the next three months when La 
Niña converges with the northeast monsoon. 

Residents living in the country’s eastern 
coast off the Pacific Ocean will take the brunt 
ofthe above-normal rainfall to be induced by 
La Niña from October to December, forecast- 
ers said yesterday. 

A weak La Niña has developed from the 
cooling of the sea surface temperature in the 
eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean and is ex- 
pected to bring more rains to the country in 
the last quarter 

La Niña is associated with increased rain- 
fall. When it hit the country from December 
2005 to March 2006, it induced heavy rains 
and triggered floods, landslides and mud- 
slides as occurred in Guinsaugon, Southern 
Leyte, where over 1,000 residents died. 

"People should take this seriously, and not 
lightly. They should take precautionary steps 
to mitigate the adverse impact of this weath- 
er condition,” said senior weather specialist 
Anthony Lucero in an interview. 

For starters, the public should drain canals 
and unclog waterways, identify flood-safe ar- 
eas, set up an alert system against floods, and 
organize a team in their barangays to carry 


out this procedure, he said. 

The regions facing the Pacific Ocean—Bi- 
col, Eastern Visayas, Eastem Mindanao, 
Caraga—and parts of Isabela in Northern Lu- 
zon would be directly hit by the above-nor- 
‘mal rainfall, said Lucero at the Philippine At- 
mospheric Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration (Pagasa) office in 
Quezon City. 

"Metro Manila, which lies on the western 
section of the country, will also likely experi- 
ence above-normal rainfall, but not in the same 
degree as the eastern seaboard,” he said. 

During La Niña, the sea surface tempera- 
ture becomes cooler than normal, a condition. 
that prompts the easterly winds over the Pa- 
cific Ocean to produce more moisture in the 
air that eventually forms rain-inducing 
clouds, Lucero said, 

If a typhoon swirls into the country, this 
would further enhance the easterly winds 
and trigger stronger storm surges, he said. 

Cold weather would follow once the north- 
east monsoon (or Amihan) sweeps into the 
country from the plateaus of Asia and the Hi- 
malayas, bringing rain and cooler weather be- 
ginning November, the weather specialist said 

“The two (La Niha and Amihan) will 
merge. The northeast monsoon will add to 
the intensity of the strong easterly winds or 
"trade winds,” he said. 


Making Fun Memories 
with ®abfote, ` 


Fabfotos office on Tomas 


Morato is a simple, cozy nook, ` 


with deep couches and dim 
lighting that. immediately puts 
visitors at ease. Photographer 
Nelwin Uy, the proprietor of the 
establishment candidly shares 
that his booming photo business 
would not have been possible 
without the SELPHY CP730, one 
of the models in Canon’ line of 
portable printers designed for 
personal and business use. 


Basically, Fabfoto offers a photo 
booth which clients rent during 
events. Guests step into the 
booth and operate the machine 
themselves. They can pose and 
ham it up by using some props 
like wigs or headbands that the 
booth provides. OF course, with 
the SELPHY CP730, guests can 
have their photos ready right 
there at the event. Aside from 
the bestselling photo “postcard” 
products from the booth, they 
also offer souvenir items that 
feature photos printed on the 
SELPHY CP730 like tumblers and 
cellphone holders. 


When it comes to quality, 
Nelwin is impressed with what 
the SELPHY CP730 offers. "The 
printer gives you this glossy, 
smooth look on the prints—the 
quality youassociate with photo 
labs. Plus, the printouts are 
coated in the printing process 
so they don't get damaged or 
torn easily’, he shares. He also 
believes that for a machine 
this good, maintenance is not 
a problem. “You just simply 
change the cartridge that has 
both theinkand paper. The most 
you have to do is to occasionally 
check the filters to make sure 
theyre clean. Otherwise, it 
will chum out pictures with 
minimum fuss.” 


Canon 


Delighting You Always 


To read the full interview of 
Nelwin Uy, get a copy of the 
October issue of Entrepreneur 
Magazine. 


To know how you can enjoy 


the services of Fabfoto, please 
contact 0917-8060175. 


SELPHY CP730 


Ingenious minds 
behind the creation 
of Fabfoto 


Instant prints to 
treasure for generations 
to come 


“Such a small thing 
(SELPHY CP730) can really 
do a big job" 


© You can produce D photos in28 
diferen stes 


‘© Preserve memories with water-proof 
and smudge -free prints that last up to 
100 years, 

© Conveniently connect to mobile 
phones and digital cameras via Pctridge, 
Infrared and memory card reader 

‘© Have more fun with the new features 
and improved functions of SELPHY CP750, 
© Enjoy a variety of fun layouts, 


including calendars and speech bubble 
printing, only with SELPHY ESL 


For inquiries about Canon SELPHY, 


please call Canon Marketing 
„Philippines at 884-9000, 


RER set ery £8 
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H 
rise on an issue that envelopes 
the earth, an issue that occu- 
1JL pied the attention of genera- 
tions of scientists but is just now 
arising in public consciousness. ' 


In the last 30 years, world’s average tem- 
perature has risen dramatically. Mercury is 
rising and Mother Earth is feverish. The 
number one culprit is greenhouse gas emis- 
sions from the burning of fossil fuels to 
feed our industries and run our motor vehi- 
cles. 

This rise in world's temperature is caus- 
ing dramatic climate change. The rise in 
the world's sea level, abnormal weather 
patterns, strong typhoons, tornadoes, el ni- 
fio and la niña phenomena, heavy rains 
which cause flooding in many parts of the 
world, and loss of biodiversity are just 
some of the effects of climate change. 

Rapid global warming and climate 
change are issues that affect our country 
being an archipelago in the biggest ocean 
of our earth ~ an ocean considered as the 
main driver of the world’s climate systems. 

The early warning signs are: heat waves 
and period of unusually warm weather; 
ocean warming, sea-level rise and coastal 
flooding; glaciers melting; and Arctic and 
Antarctic warming. The harbingers are: 
spreading disease; early spring arrival 
plant and animal range shifts and popula- 
tion changes; corral reef bleaching; intense 
downpours, heavy snowfalls and heavy 
flooding; droughts and fires. 

Early warning signs are measurable 
events but are not so easily perceived as 
signs while harbingers manifest the chain 
of events over time and say definitively 
that what is being warned has come about. 

They are vital signs and symptoms — of a 


very sick earth - that scientists record and 
for which governments spend billions of 
dollars to diagnose, and of late, to heal. Let 
me repeat, Mother Earth is sick. 

Long ago, anyone of us could have said 
"what of an ice cap melting that's so far 
away”. Besides, the earth underwent cata- 
clysmic climatic changes and it has 
bounced back and managed to host new 
species. When drastic climate change 
wiped out the dinosaurs, mammals and 
man flourished. 

The debate rages on. One camp says 
global warming fits a normal pattern of the 
earth's climate since it was born and that 
we are merely in one of those cycles of cli- 
matic changes. The other camp says the 
warming is coming in convulsions and man 
holds most of the blame, especially since 
the Industrial Revolution. 

What is it really? Climate change “refers 
to the variation in the earth's global climate 
or in regional climates over time. It de- 
scribes changes in the variability or average 
state of the atmosphere over time scales 
ranging from decades to millions of years. 
‘These changes can be caused by processes 
internal to the Earth, external forces such 
as, variations in sunlight intensity or, more 
recently, human activities.” 

Climate scientists at Goddard Institute 
for Space Studies also corrected previously 
accepted conclusions that most global 
warming occurred before 1940. It said: 
"Global warming is now 0.6"C in the past 
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Sen. Juan Miguel Migz’ Zubiri 


Excerpts from the Privilege Speech delivered August 7, 2007 


We must think global 
.. out act local. 
Promote renewable 
energy for a 
cleaner world! 


Sas esa 


three decades and 0.8°Cin the past century. 
Itis no longer correct to say that ‘most glob- 
al warming occurred before 1940’. More 
specifically, there was slow global warm- 
ing, with large fluctuations, over the centu- 
ry up to 1975 and subsequent rapid warm- 
ing of almost 0.2°C per decade.” 

Tt is ordinarily believed that melted ice 
will cool ocean water and just raise sea lev- 
els. It would. But a further life-threatening 
result of melting polar ice caps is that the 
extremely cold water sinks and pushes 
warmer air on the sea surface upwards. 


This in combination with altered ocean cur- ^ 


rents greatly produce extreme weather sit- 
uations like stronger cyclones and heavy 
precipitation in altered patterns of type, 
frequency, density and coverage. 

‘Tornados that hit Nueva Ecija, Pampan- 
ga, Bulacan and the hale in Baguio are 
among them. The devastation of superty- 
phoons that hit Bicol hard demolished 
houses, destroyed crops and infrastructure, 
are similarly effects of global warming. The 
excessive downpour which produced land- 
slides in Leyte and buried people and prop- 
erties is another. 

Heavy and persistent rainfall caused sim- 
ilar landslides in Compostela Valley and 
Bukidnon while on mainland Luzon , Albay 
cries out for water. Global warming causes 
a redistribution of rainfall: lots of it in one 
area and lacking in another. 

How we produce and use power, farm, 
manufacture goods, consume our goods 

and consume waste- 
fully -had caused the 
thickening of the lay- 

i er of Green House 
Gases (GHG) in the 
atmosphere, of 
Which carbon diox- 
ide is the most preva- 
lent. 

Our country’s GHG 
emissions come from 
activities associated 
with energy - ac- 
counting for almost 
50 per cent of our 
GHG emissions, for 

) power and fuel; agri- 
culture at 33 96, in- 
dustry at 11 ^: and 


e 


waste at 7 %. 

The Green House Gases Hy- 
drofluotocarbons, — perfluorocar- 
bons, sulphur hexafluoride, carbon 
dioxide, methane, and nitrous ox- 
ide trap infrared waves that should 
have been radiated back into space. 
‘The GHG reabsorb these infrared 
waves, then re-emit these down- 
ward thereby causing lower tem- 
peratures to warm. 

‘We have not been good stewards, 
thus our sufferings. More than that, 
at greater risk are those who work 
the soil like farmers in the vegetable 
bowl in the Cordilleras to the farm- 
ers in rice bowl of central Luzon. 
Those who harvest resources from 
lakes, rivers and seas. Those who 
eke out a living as marginal fishers 
from the coastal areas, or even op- 
erators of the most luxurious beach 
resorts. Livestock growers in the 
piggeries lately struck by cholera 

Tt is ironic that we, who control 
the resources to combat global 
warming are one of the last to 
know. More ironic, is that global 
warming impacts most negatively 
to people who are already poor. 


Farmers in La Union, Ilocos 
Norte, Ilocos Sur, Abra, Nueva Vis- 
caya, Quirino, Isabela, Apayao, 
Benguet, Mt. Province and Kalinga 
have experienced decreasing rice, 
corn and vegetable harvests and in- 
ability to plant new crops. In May, 
the dry spell affected the livelihood 
of about 30 percent of the Cebu 
City's mountain residents and dam- 
aged agricultural crops. 

Fishponds in Isabela "dried up." 
At risk too were aquaculture in Bu- 
lacan, Cavite, Pangasinan, lloilo 
Negros, Bohol, Cebu, Zamboanga, 
Surigao, South Cotabato, Davao 
and Sulu. 

‘Another effect of climate change 
is increase in the ranges of disease 
vectors. 

Doctors undertook a study that 
concentrated on seven landfall 
tropical cyclones and the relation to 
hospital admission of eight diseases 
(gastroenteritis, dengue fever, hep- 
atitis, influenza, measles, typhoid 
fever, bronchopneumonia, and 
tetanus) for the period 1984 to 
1988. They found that admissions 
on mosqu 


borne: diseases and 
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water-borne diseases had increased 
due to global warming. 

As a result of the lack of rainfall 
during the second quarter “the en- 
ergy sector has increased the use of 
coal and oil to compensate for the 
limited load from hydroelectric 
plants. National Power Corp. said 
that 18.95 percent on the average 
of the generation mix from 2001 to 
2006 came from the hydro plants, 
peaking last year at 23 percent. The 
generation mix is derived from 
coal, geothermal, hydro, natural 
gas and oil-based plants. With the 
decrease in the capacity of hydro- 
electric plants to produce power, 
the slack is now being taken up by 
coal, oil, natural gas and geother- 
mal energy-fed power plants." 

Hydroelectric plants of San Roque, 
Binga and Magat in Northern Luzon 
and Angat and Pantabangan in Cen- 
tral Luzon had low water levels." 

Because our alternative energy re- 
sources are not yet fully tapped, this 
development in the energy sector 
alone could set us back with so many 
tons of carbon dioxide emissions, one 
of the largest greenhouse gases and 


the target of international treaties on 
climate change, the latest of which is 
the Kyoto Protocol. 

On October 22, 2003, the Philip- 
pine Senate ratified the Kyoto Pro- 
tocol. It legally binds 141 State Par- 
ties to reduce the global discharge 
of greenhouse gases and sets tar- 
gets and timetables for developed 
countries to reduce their collective 
GHG emissions by 5% of their 1990 
levels during the period 2008 — 
2012. Its worldwide entry into 
force was on 16 February 2005. 

It urged governments to improve 
energy efficiency, reform the energy 
and transportation sectors, pro- 
mote renewable energy, phase out 
inappropriate fiscal measures and 
market imperfections, limit 
methane emissions from waste 
management and energy systems, 
and protect forests and other car- 
bon “sinks”. 

What had the Philippines done 
since then? We have to think global 
and act local. We want to save the 
world but we must act locally. We 


have done part of our share. We 
have passed RA 9367 or the Biofu- 
els law last year. And, I would like 
to thank Sen. Miriam Defensor- 
Santiago, as my counterpart in the 
Senate, when we championed the 
law in the 13th Congress. 

With that law, instead of import- 
ing our oil, we can now plant ‘oil’ in 
our soil. Thus, saving the country of 
dollar reserves from importing fuel 
oils while providing our farmers al- 
ternative crops to plant and in- 
crease agricultural productivity 
The use of biofuels will also reduce 
CO2 emissions and increase effi- 
ciency of our motor vehicles. How- 
ever, that is not enough. 

We are renewing our call, sound- 
ing off the alarm and raising the ante, 
that the Senate act fast in passing the 
Renewal Energy Bill which several of 
our colleagues have filed, as well as 
this representation. 

This bill will ignite the develop- 
ment and utilization of renewable 
energy in the country. This will re- 
dound to a net-benefit of as much as 
$1.2 billion through the develop- 


ent of about 2,500 MW of renew- 
sae able energy: based on 


on-grid power pro- 
jects. The country 
will also substantial- 
ly reduce its depen- 
dence and avoid high 
import costs of crude 
oil or fuels typically 
used by conventional 
power plants. But 
more important than 
the economic bene- 
fits of using renew- 
able energy ate the benefits to the en- 
vironment. The country will avoid 
the harmful effects of GHG emissions 
from conventional power plants. We 
may even be able to sell carbon emis- 
sions credits through trading mecha- 
nisms set-up under the Kyoto Proto- 
col. 

‘Mr. President, distinguished col- 
leagues, all the effects of passing 
this bill point to positive direction. 
Let us become visionary leaders, let 
us muster the political will and 
courage and have the sense of ur- 
gency in passing legislation for re- 
newable energy. 

In 2003, this Senate had demon- 
strated its political will and vision 
for our future when it ratified the 
Kyoto Protocol and passed the Bio- 
fuels law. 

Mother Earth is seriously ill and 
needs intensive care. We must do 
our share to stop the world from 
hemorrhaging. Itis now our time to 
rise again and secure our future, 
our children’s future and the future 
of the generations to come. 


Paid for by the Renewable Energy Coaiigon 


à 
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RP calls for reforms in Burma 
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GMA flip-flops on Neri 


FrompageAl 


retary Eduardo Ermita said he had ad- 
vised Neri of the President's instruc- 
tions for him to stay behind and attend 
the Senate hearing. 

Later, Neri told ABS-CBN News that 
his trip to the UN headquarters in New 
York with Ms Arroyo had been canceled. 

The announcement by Neri came as 
several pro-Estrada supporters gath- 
ered in front of his home in Sta. Mesa 
Heights in Quezon City to support him 
in his testimony at the Senate. 

Allegations that the NBN contract 
was overpriced to facilitate kickbacks 
to senior government officials and that 
the President's husband and Commis- 
sion on Elections Chair Benjamin Aba- 
los St. were involved were aired in a 
Senate inquiry last week. 

Neri earlier said he remained ready 
to testify in the Senate probe in which 
he is expected to confirm or deny un- 
der oath the alleged P200-million 
bribe offer made to him by Abalos. 


President's husband a no-show 

Jose Miguel Arroyo, the Presidents 
husband, has formally declined to appear 
before the Senate inquiry. Abalos said he 
‘would attend the hearing. He has denied 
brokering the deal and offering bribes. 

Ms Arroyo suspended the deal over 
the weekend but the Supreme Court 
earlier stopped its implementation af- 
ter it received two separate petitions to 
scrap the project, which is intended to 
create a broadband network that 
would link all government agencies. 

Neri did not attend the Senate hear- 
ing on Thursday, citing intestinal flu as 
an excuse. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye yester- 


day told reporters that Neri was not 
part of the President's delegation to the 
UN General Assembly. 

Three hours later, in a text message 
at about 5 p.m., Bunye said Neri was 
part of the delegation. 

“His attendance was requested by 
[Foreign] Secretary (Alberto) Romulo 
per letter dated Friday,” Bunye said. 

‘At the hearing in the House of Repre- 
sentatives on the CHEd budget, Neri said: 
“Twill come back in time, your honors, as 
promised to answer all the questions.” 


Follow legal order 

Neri said he had been told by the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs that he 
might be needed on the President's trip 
to New York. 

Asked by Cagayan de Oro Rep. Ru- 
fus Rodriguez whether he would skip 
the Senate hearing, Neri said: "The 
President is my superior ... and I don't 
want to violate any law. 

“I guess if instructed to go and it isa 
legal order, I may have to follow,” Neri 
said. 

He said he was summoned to join the 
President as the former Neda director 
general for his expertise on the Millen- 
nium Development Challenge Account. 


isappointed 

Neris announcement in the House 
that he would forego his testimony at the. 
Senate inquiry disappointed senators. 

Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano, chair of 
the blue ribbon committee, one of the 
three panels jointly investigating the 
NBN deal, said he would issue a sub- 
poena to compel Neri to appear at the 
hearing next week. 

Sen. Mer Roxas II expressed alarm 
over reports that both Neri and Finance. 


CHED CHAIR Romulo Neriis in a pensive 

mood during Monday's budget hearing at 

the House of Representatives. 
iow 


Secretary Margarito Teves would be ab- 
sent from tomorrow's hearing. 

Roxas said he received a phone call 
from Teves that he would not be pre- 
sent [tomorrow] because he was leav- 
ing with the President for New York. 

“I call on the President to allow Sec- 
retary Neri to perform his paramount 
duty of testifying before the Senate 
and reveal the truth behind the ZTE 
broadband fiasco," he said. 


Getto bottom 

"We want to get to the bottom of 
this. Aside from the obvious anomalies. 
as presented so far, we need to know 
how not to get into a mess such as this 
one again," Roxas said. 


Gov't places more China deals on hold 


From page Al 


‘The agreements were among 


those signed between the Philip- 


hearing yesterday that he had 
recommended the suspension 
of the memorandums of agree- 
ment with Jilin Fu Hua Agricul- 
tural Science and Technology 
Development Co. and the 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region Government. 

Jilin Fu Hua is expected to in- 
vest $3.8 billion in the next five to 
seven years in the development of 
one-million hectares of Philippine 
agricultural land for hybrid com, 
rice and sorghum. This year, it has 
‘committed to complete the culti- 
vation of 50,000 hectares of land 
for hybrid com and sweet 
sorghum in several provinces in 
Cagayan Valley Isabela, Nueva 
Ecija and Pangasinan. 

‘The memorandum of agree- 
ment with the agricultural de- 
partment of Guangxi Zhuang 
covers the development of an 
initial 40,000 hectares of land 
for cassava and sugar for 
ethanol production. 

A third agreement with Bei- 
dahuang Seed Co. was cited in 
Yap's letter to Agrarian Reform 
Secretary Nasser Pangandaman 
and Environment Secretary Lito 
Atienza on Sept. 21. Yap chairs 
the convergence initiative 
among the three departments. 


ture. 


Deeper consultation 

Beidahuang projects involve 
the development of 200,000 
hectares of land in the North 
Luzon Agribusiness Quadrangle 
and the identification of poten- 
tial sites for agri-tourism and 
organic food growing. 


pines and China during the 
Asean (Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations) Leaders Summit 
in Manila in January. 

“It is in the best interest of all 
parties to suspend their imple- 
mentation and to go into deeper 
consultation in order to come 
up with acceptable mecha- 
nism,” Yap said in his letter, ex- 
cerpts of which were released 
by the Department of Agricul- 


Sen. Edgardo Angara, chair 
of the agriculture committee, 
welcomed Yap's move, consid- 
ering that the land deals with 
Chinese investors had raised 
protests from critics who la- 
beled these as a “sellout to for- 
eigners” and who warned that 
these would put the country's 
food security in jeopardy. 
During the hearing, Angara 
warned that dire implications of 
giving farmlands to China when 
there were only 3 million 
hectares of arable land out of 
the country’s total of 10 million 
hectares of agricultural land. 


China's food needs 

"Whether these 
arable or marginal, the stagger- 
ing size of the land would imme- 
diately scare off farmers and con- 
sumers since it would divert agri- 
culture production to supply the 
food needs of China rather than 
the Philippines,” Angara said. 

“Tm glad you are suspend- 
ing it because it is not legal. 
No corporation or group can 
lease 


lands are vergence 


more than 1,000 


hectares in our country." 

Yap concurred with Angara, 
saying there was a need to ex- 
plain the deals to the public to 
assuage its concerns. 

"Under the terms of 
framework agreements, what 
was agreed upon was the con- 

itiatives assistance 
in the identification of agribusi- 
ness lands for the development 
to the extent that the members 
can "legally comply’ with such 
provisions,” Yap told Pangan- 
daman and Atienza. 

“The better side of prudence 
and due process calls upon us to 
take this course of action (sus- 
pension) to better prepare and 
device a clear structure, known 


the 


derstand. We're 


from their lands. 


toall with regards to facilitating 
investments in the Philippine 
rural countryside," he said. 

Yap said in the phone interview 
that while he was still awaiting re- 
ply from the two secretaries, the 
suspension was already in effect 
as far as the agriculture depart- 
ment was concerned. 

“Chinese authorities will un- 


problems on the mechanism 
and the process,” he added. 


Militants’ reaction 
Militant groups have been 
urging the government to scrap 


the deals, warning of a displace- 
ment of 1.5 million farmers 


Sen. Pia S. Cayetano warned that 
Neri's nonappearance would only 
“stoke” more controversy in the 
anomalous deal. 

She said Neri could shed light on 
whether he approved the ZTE contract 
or just the NBN concept and why it was 
converted from a build-operate-trans- 
fer deal to an outright concession loan. 

"Secretary Neri holds key informa- 
tion which makes him perhaps the 
most important witness in the ongoing 
Senate investigation" said Pia 
Cayetano. 

She suggested that the Senate offer 
Neri bodyguards to ensure his safety. 

Sen. Francis Escudero said Neri was 
needed at the hearing, not in the Unit- 
ed States. “What will he do there? He is 
needed here and not there. The Presi- 
dent should serve the interest of the 
Filipinos not New Yorkers,” he said. 


Prepared to tell all 

House Minority Leader Ronaldo 
Zamora said he had information that 
Neri was prepared to tell the senators 
allhe knew. 

"Romy will talk. Just don't expect 
him to volunteer information," Zamo- 
ra told reporters. 

"He wants to be asked questions and 
he wants to be under oath.... He will 
not lie,” the minority leader said. 

A congressman told the INQUIRER 
that Neri had already told a number of 
people about his conversation with Ms 
Arroyo after Abalos allegedly offered 
him P200 million in exchange for Neda 
approval of the ZTE deal. 

“The President supposedly told him, 
"Then don't accept.’ Then she suppos- 
edly said Just approve the contract,” 
the congressman said. 
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CHINA'S Commerce Minister Bo Xilai and Philippine Trade Secretary Peter Favila smile at each other 
before a press conference at the 39th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) economic ministers 


meeting in Manila in this file photo taken on Aug. 26, 2007. 


addressing 


statement. 


Contract suspension no threat to RP-China ties, says Favila 


From page Al 


and Commerce Minister Bo Xi- 
lai had assured each other that 
economic cooperation 
through investment and trade 
would not suffer a setback. 

“We agreed that we, as trade 
.ministers, would continue to 
work toward the further 
strengthening of bilateral rela- 
tions despite all these develop- 
ments," Favila said. 

“Minister Bo and I are of the 
same mind that nothing should 
strain or get in the way of our 
countries’ relations,” he said. 

In a statement, Education 
Secretary Jesli Lapus ex- 

` pressed fears that the Chinese 
government may eventually 
scrap all the deals with the Ar- 
royo administration in light of 
the bad press from the NBN 
i contract, 

He said China was extending 
aid as a gesture of goodwill to 
improve its image. “Now, if Chi- 


nese aid is demonized, they 
might just cancel their assis- 
tance,” Lapus said. 

Makati Business Club (MBC) 
executive director Alberto A. 
Lim said that the suspension of 
the contract should not affect 
Philippine relations with China, 
saying it was not a good deal 
anyway. 

“The NBN project is not nec- 
essarily a positive development 
because it is directed toward 
what China wants,” he told the 
INQUIRER.. 


Donor-driven project 

Lim described the NBN pro- 
jectasa donor- or lender-driven 
project, in which the lender has 
the say on what technology and 
which entities would be 
volved. 

The NBN project involves the 
setting up of a state-of-the-art 
communications system to in- 
terconnect 
agengies, down to the poorest 


tel 
month. 


in- 


all government 


project. 


municipalities. 

Favila himself witnessed 
the signing of an agreement 
for an additional $400 million 
in credit facility from the Chi- 
na Export-Import Bank, held 
at the Makati Shangri-La Ho- 
during Bo's 


Back then, Favila had ex- 
plained that the additional 
amount in preferential buyer's 
credit was part of previous as- 
surances that the Chinese gov- 
ernment had extended to Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 

He said the government had 
previously secured $1.4 billion 
through this credit line from the 
China Eximbank, bringing the 
total to $1.8 billion. 


Cancelation of deal 

Favila said that while the ad- 
ditional fund was meant for the 
government's priority project, it 
was particularly for the NBN 


visit last 


controversy. 


Sen. Mar Roxas said in a state- 
ment that he had recommended 
canceling the deal altogether. 
"IPs not transparent, thus 
possibly overpriced, 
signed,” he said, adding he felt 
Manila's ties with China were 
strong enough to withstand the 


The MBC, along with the 
Management Association of the 
Philippines, Financial Execu- 
tives Institute of the Philip 
pines, Foundation for Economic 
Freedom Inc. and Action for 
Economic Reforms, called for 
the scrapping of the deal in a 
statement issued Sept. 6. 

The five groups said they 
were “appalled that the culture 
of impunity among government 
officials appears to have spread 
to an extent exceeding that of 
all past administrations.” 

Lim said the government did 
not go far enough by suspend- 
ing the contract, which was 
“just like throwing cold water 


Senate investigatio: 
overde- 


avidly followed" 


the Senate?” 


Further, Lim said the suspen- 
sion of the contract did not di- 
minish business confidence in 


the Philippines. 


Investor confidence 


country. 


"The RP.China agreements 
are patently unconstitutional. 
We will be reduced to nothing 
but second-class citizens in our 
own country” Rafael Mariano, 
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilip- 
inas chair, said in a statement. 
The planned CDB investment 
in the Clark Economic Zone “is 
another best kept secret of the 
ruling political mafia in Mala- 
cafiang,” said Fernando Hicap, 
chair of the national fisherfolk 
alliance Pambansang Lakas ng 
Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng 
Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) in a 


patched by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo on Sept. 14 should 


on a cracking fire which is the 


“This move is meant to stop 
the probe which the public had 
lim said. 
"Why do that? Can (the con- 
tract) not stand the scrutiny of 


“On the contrary, (the NBN is- 
sue) should improve business 
confidence if any wrongdoings 
are sorted out and those respon- 
sible are punished,” Lim added. 


Some analysts pointed out 
that the Philippine move could 
sour investor confidence in the 


“It seems like there is a big 
crack in the wall between Chi- 
nese and Philippine relations 
due to the ZTE deal,” said Astro 
del Castillo, a director ofthe As, 
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“(Neri) was surprised by [her] reac- 
tion. There was no hint of the Presi- 
dent wanting to go after Abalos. (In- 
stead) the President told him to ap- 
prove [it]," he said. 

Former Socioeconomic Planning 
Secretary Felipe Medalla yesterday ad- 
vised his former colleague, Neri, to 
show up at tomorrow's Senate inquiry 
and “tell the truth." 

"To me, failure to appear in the Sen- 
ate conveys a lot of information. If he 
has nothing to hide, he should show 
up,” said Medalla, a former Neda di- 
rector general. 

Medalla, who left the Cabinet in 
2001 and now teaches at the UP 
School of Economics, said snubbing 
the inquiry would send a very wrong 
message to the public. 

"Td say that a failure to show in the 
Senate could mean he's been pres- 
sured not to appear," he said. 


Cancel deal 

Senators are pushing for the cancel- 
lation of the ZTE deal. 

Sen. Loren Legarda said that the 
Philippines and China should "jointly 
abrogate" the ZTE-NBN deal because 
"it has become too tainted, too quarrel- 
some, and untenable." 

ZTE, China's second-largest tele- 
coms equipment maker, has said it was 
“utterly disappointed” with the deci- 
sion to suspend the contract. 

Ms Arroyo yesterday said she had 
asked the Department of Transporta- 
tion and Communications to seek help 
from the country’s three major tele- 
phone companies for an alternative to 
the suspended project. With reports 
from Juliet Labog-Javellana and Dona 
Z. Pazzibugan 


be compelled and forced to re- 
veal and explain the content of 
that deal held in total secrecy,” 
he said. 


Airport dev't 

The memorandum of under- 
standing (MOU) with the Chinese 
consortium, signed in Clark on 
April 4, entailed the undertaking 
of a feasibility study at no cost to 
the Philippine government or the 
state-owned Clark Intemational 
Airport Corp. (CIAC), which over- 
sees the redevelopment of the 
Diosdado Macapagal Internation- 
al Airport as the country's leading 
international gateway for passen- 
gers and cargo. 

Nestor Mangio and Victor 
Jose Luciano, chair and presi- 
dent of CIAC, said everything 
about the "exploratory talk" 
with the CDB had been trans- 
am parent. 

Luciano said the Sept. 14 mis- 
sion in Beijing, which he, Mangio 
and Bases Conversion Develop- 
ment Authority Chair Aloysius 
Santos led, took along some 
members of the Philippine press. 

"There is no deal to speak of. 
The Chinese consortium will 
still submit a feasibility study 
and we will have to evaluate it," 
Luciano told the INQUIRER. 

“Our meeting with the vice 
governor of the CDB (Zhao 
Jianping) was purely explorato- 
ry" he said. 

“We always emphasize to po- 
tential investors that we comply 
faithfully with government pro- 
cesses required.” With a report 
from Tonette Orejas, Inquirer 
Central Luzon 


sociation of Securities Analysts 
of the Philippines. 

“Our relations will somehow 
be affected considering this is 
supposedly a major and serious 
contract,” he said. 

Economist Bing Icamina from 
AYC Consultants said confi- 
dence might be affected, al- 
though he argued China sull 
had surplus cash to invest. 

“The concern now is dealing 
with the government on a con- 
tract basis, given this experi- 
ence," he said. "Essentially, you 
have to be careful when dealing 
with government agencies." 

Castillo said the government. 
should punish those found guilty 
of corruption over the deal, 
adding "good governance and 
transparency" were essential to 
attracting foreign investment. 

“If there is no level playing 
field, you will see an immediate 
loss of confidence,” he said. 
With reports from Kristine L. 
Alave, AFP 
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Az 
Stop recruiting tribal folk, bishops tell gov't, NPA 


By Beverly T. Natividad sion on Indigenous Peoples 
(ECIP), said in a statement that 
they were alarmed over the “sys- 
temic recruitment” of indigenous 
peoples into the Citizens Armed 
Forces Geographical Unit (Caf- 
gu), Civilian Volunteers Organiza- 
tion (CVO), the NPA and other 
paramilitary groups. 

“Let us not add more to their 
suffering by making their com- 
munities permanent battle- 
grounds. Let their communities 


Prelate rues more ‘broken homes’ 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


become zones of peace—free 
from armed men,” said Utleg. 

"We call on the government 
and the NPA to respect the dignity 
of the indigenous people, who are 
sons and daughters of God, by 
stopping their widespread re- 
cruitment,” said the CBCP in a nous recruits were being given 
statement. sacks of rice and mobile phones to 

Utleg said that over the past act either as informants for the 
months they had been receiving military or the NPA. Due to the ac- 
reports of rampant recruitment in tive recruitment, he said, many 
tribal communities in the Sierra upland youngsters are now sus- 


Madre Mountains and in the 
provinces of Bulacan, Quezon, 
Aurora, Nueva Zambales, 
‘Agusan, Bukidnon, the Zamboan- 
ga peninsula, North Cotabato, 
Sultan Kudarat and Davao City. 
Accordingly he said, indige- 


pected of being either NPA sym- 
pathizers or military assets. 

“To involve them in military or 
NPA activities is to make their 
‘communities potential perma- 
nent battlegrounds," said Utleg. 

Utleg reminded both sides that 
the indigenous peoples were sup- 


posed to be accorded special pro- 
tection under existing laws. The 
Comprehensive Agreement on 
Human Rights and International 
Humanitarian Law between the 
government and the NPA pro 
hibits the participation of civilians 
in military operations. 


THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CON- 
ference of the Philippines 
(CBCP) has appealed to both the 
government and the communist 
New People's Army (NPA) to stop. 
the recruitment of indigenous 
peoples into their respective 
armed units and to declare tribal 
lands as zones of peace. 

Laoag Bishop Sergio L. Utleg, 
chair of the Episcopal Commis- 
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lipino family traditions and culture 
do not last, and unions celebrated 
with much fanfare often end up in 
annulment 

‘Both perception and reports have 
it that marriages in the country are 
becoming less and less stable, and 
more and more prone to failure,” 
wrote Cruz. This, he said, did not re- 
fer only to the marriages of people in 
the entertainment industry, but of or- 
dinary Filipinos. 

According to Cruz, the “serious 


unrealistic expectations, There is 
practically nothing sacred about hu- 
man sexuality. Nor is marriage sin- 
cerely considered a lifelong cove- 
nant," he said. 

This watered-down view of the 
marital vow and the lack of faith 
among couples weaken their mar- 
riage, he said. 

Prayer, according to Cruz, is often 
viewed as a sign of weakness and 
something people only resort to in 
times of trouble; religious rituals are 


BROKEN FAMILIES HAVE BECOME 
“common occurrence" in the Philip- 
pines and are no longer limited to 
high-profile people or those in show 
business, a prominent Catholic bi- 
shop has lamented. 
Lingayen-Dagupan ^ Archbishop 
Oscar Cruz, in a statement posted on 
his website over the weekend, said 
children were usually the victims of 
the failed unions, which he attribu- 
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ted to distorted values and a down- 
graded view of marriage in this pre- 
dominantly Catholic country. 

Itis unfortunate, he said, that even 
marriages of people with strong Fi- 


10,000th Botika 
ng Barangay 
opens in QC 


THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH HAS 
opened its 385th Botika ng Barangay in 
Metro Manila, bringing the number of its 
low-priced pharmacies to 10,000 nation- 
wide. 

The 10,000th BnB was launched in 
Barangay Pinagkaisahan in Cubao, Que- 
zon City, yesterday in line with the com- 
memoration of the 29th year of the 
Generics Law. 

This would give more indigent Fi- 
lipinos increased access to “low-priced 
yet effective medicine,” said Health Sec- 
retary Francisco Duque III in a state- 
ment, 

‘The DOH is set to open similar pharma- 
ies in Metro Manila soon, he added. 

The BnB project was launched in 2003 
“to ensure accessibility to low-priced gene- 
ric over-the-counter drugs and eight pres- 
cription drugs.” 

The project, according tó Duque, is 
part of the DOH's “Half-Priced Medicines 
Program” which aims to bring down the 
cost of medicine to half their 2001 prices. 
‘The BnB serves as the distribution net- 
work of the DOH in coordination with 
the Philippine International Trading Cor- 
poration (PITC). 

In putting up these pharmacies, the 
DOH provides local governments with 
seed capital of P25,000 worth of drugs 
and medicines through the PITC. The 
medicines for the BnB project are mostly 
imported from India and Pakistan but it 
also carries local branded generic drugs 

The DOH trains operators of the BnB. 
‘The DOH also submits the imported drugs 
for quality assurance tests to the Bureau of 
Food and Drugs. 

Medicines commonly sold in a BnB in- 
clude amoxicillin, cotrimoxazole, paraceta- 
mol and multivitamins for children. 

Amoxicillin, for example, is sold at 
P2.02 per capsule in BnBs compared to 
P5.10 in other drugstores. Paracetamol, 
on the other hand, is sold at P0.46 per 
tablet compared to P1.15 in other drug- 
stores. 

The PITC earlier said it was eyeing 
11,000 BnBs by 2007. Beverly T. Natividad 


distortion of ethical principles and 
moral values" was the culprit. 

“A good number of men and wo- 
men get married for the wrong rea- 
sons, for worldly motives and with 


Correction 


IN THE SEPT. 24 ISSUE, the article on 
Page A2—"Edita Burgos takes case to 
UN'—misspelled the names of two 
University of the Philippines students 
who have been missing for more than 
a year. The students are Sherlyn—not 
Sherryin—Cadapan and Karen Em- 
pefio—not Empeno. 

Readers may send their requests for correc- 
tion of factual errors in writing fo the Day 
Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Building, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, 
Makati City, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
address: daydesk @inquirer.com.ph. 


THE DaliLy 
GosPEL 


"Tuesday, September 25, 2007 

25th Week in Ordinary Time 
Ist Reading: Ezra 6:7-8, 12, 14-20 
Gospel: Luke 8:19-21 

‘Then his mother and his relatives came to 
him, but they could not get to him because of 
the crowd. Someone told him, “Your mother 
and your brothers are standing outside and 
wish to meet you.” Then Jesus answered, "My 
mother and my brothers are those who hear 
the word of God and do it.” 

Commentary 

King Darius lets the people work on the temple 
and be repaid from the royal revenue! The people 
work, encouraged by the Word of God through the 
prophets with them: Haggai and Zechariah. They 
finish a portion of the temple (nothing like the ear- 
lier ones majesty) and celebrate the dedication by 
keeping the feast of the Passover for the first time 
back in Jerusalem since it was destroyed, They 
have come back and God has used foreigners who 
had conquered them and many other peoples to al 
low them this privilege, and to help them, though 
they did not believe in the God of Israel. 

Who are the true brothers and sisters, moth- 
ers of Jesus? Not anyone bound by blood or 
marriage but those who hear the Word of God 
in Jesus, or are inspired by God and obey 
it—beyond any line of blood, marriage, reli- 
gion, nation, economic bracket, personal con- 
nection, We are all called to be the fami 
God, We must remember and pray for and 
with all peoples as the children of the one Fa- 
ther, kin to Jesus in the Spirit. 

Cleretian Publications Inc, 8 Mayami St, UP VI 
lage, Diliman, Quezon Cy, UP PO. Bax 4, Diliman, 
1101 Quezon City; Tel.: 921-3984; Fax: 921-7429; 
E-mail; cci@claret.org; Websites: lip/wwmw bible. 
preise üpnarg. (Garcon Mi 
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Manila Water service upgrade 
in San Juan and Mandaluyong 


Manila Water will conduct service improvement projects which 
will cause temporary water supply interruption in the following 
portions of San Juan and Mandaluyong: 


Schedule: 10:00 p.m., Wednesday, September 26, 2007 up to 6:00 
a.m., Thursday, September 27, 2007. 


Affected areas: 


San Juan: Barangays Little Baguio; Addition Hills; Santolan; Valencia; 


North and West Greenhill 
and Pleasant Hills. 


orseshoe; Pasadena; Corazon De Jesus 


Mandaluyong: Addition Hills; Pleasant Hills; San Jose; Plainview and 


Hagdang Bato Libis. 


Manila Water Company is advising all residents of the said areas to 
store enough water to supply their needs during the interruption period. 


We want to serve you better. 


Manila Water 


aS 


These service improvement projects are 
necessary to ensure safe and reliable 
water supply for our East Zone customers. 


c 


(01 Sept 25.2007) 


deemed old-fashioned 

"Going to Church is looked upon 
as a practice observed simply by old 
‘women and little children, the poor 
and the sick," he said. 
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Erap may get to keep 
P1B of ill-gotten assets 


From page Al 
lute pardon)," Puno said in a chance inter- 
view after attending a budget hearing at 
the Senate. 


Two parameters 

Puno said he was authorized by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo to negotiate a par- 
don with Estrada but that she set down two 
parameters. 

"One, it has to be brought to her official 
attention and, second, that a pardon 
(should) be validly based and issued,” he 
said. “The President is determined to fol- 
low the pulse of the people on this mat- 
ter" 

Puno stressed that "everything is subject 
to the decisions" of Ms Arroyo and Estrada. 

“I think our final recommendation will 
be coming very soon," he said. 

The Sandiganbayan on Sept. 12 con- 
victed Estrada of plunder and ordered the 
forfeiture to the government of cash rep- 
resenting Estrada's "jueteng" payoffs 
amounting to P545.29 million with inter- 
est, including the P200 million deposited 
in the name of the Erap Muslim Youth 
Foundation; the P189-million commis- 
sion from the purchase of Belle Corp. 
shares that ended up in the so-called Jose 
Velarde account, and the 5,192.88 sq.m. 
“Boracay Mansion” in New Manila, Que- 
zon City. 


No waiver 

Puno said past discussions with Estrada 
had been "very positive.” 

“I hope by next week we can have lunch 
at Polk Street (Estrada's residence),” he 
said. 

Estrada’s son, Senate President Pro Tem- 
pore Jinggoy Estrada, is attending today's 
meeting. 

Special Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Ignacio 
said his office would strongly oppose a 
pardon for Estrada if it would involve a 
waiver on his liability for his "plundered" 
wealth. 

“That is not a subject of negotiation. His 
civil liability is a nonnegotiable matter. It 
has to be settled,” Villa-Ignacio told the In- 
QuinER. 

"There is a rule that even if it's an abso- 
lute pardon granted to-the convict, the 
civil liability [remains]. Otherwise the 
message the [government] is trying to tell 
future public officials is that they could 
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FORMER President Joseph Estrada is escorted 
toa helicopter to be flown back to his rest 
house in Tanay after the Sandiganbayan found. 
him guilty of plunder in this file photo taken on 
Sept. 12, 2007. "— 


amass billions of pesos, get away with it 
and enjoy the fruits of their ‘labor,” he 
said. 


Show of remorse 

Villa-Ignacio also said Malacafiang could 
not grant an absolute pardon that would to- 
tally disregard Estrada’s guilt because the 
court had already pronounced judgment. 

(Estrada) can always say that he is inno- 
cent, but it will not change records of the 
case finding him guilty," he said. 

Villa-Ignacio added: "Let's not discuss a 
pardon at the moment. Maybe some other 
time when there is already an expression of 
repentance and willingness to give back to 
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the government his illegally acquired assets." 

Former Ombudsman Simeon Marcelo 
said he was actually open early on to Estra- 
da being pardoned but would now oppose 
it if it would be Estrada who would set the 
conditions for his release. 

Marcelo said pardoning Estrada accord- 
ing to the latter's terms "would erase every- 
thing we (in the prosecution) worked hard. 
foroverthe last six years." 

"Itwill be a step backward," he said. 


Not on Erap's terms 

"Its the government that should be impos- 
ing terms for pardon, not him," Marcelo said. 

"There should be an admission of guilt, an 
expression of contrition, full restitution (recov- 
ery of Estrada's assets) and conditions on good 
behavior? said Marcelo, who once headed the 
public prosecution panel in Estrada's trial but 
who has returned to private law practice. 

The pardon Malacafiang is reportedly 
preparing to give Estrada has emboldened 
Edsa Il forces in their demand to also make 
Ms Arroyo account for what they call "far 
worse cases of plunder.” 

PlunderWatch, the group that helped ini- 
tiate the plunder case against Estrada, con- 
demned the pardon offer. 

Fr. Joe Dizon, the group's spokesperson, 
and fellow PlunderWatch convenor Carol 
Araullo said Ms Arroyo was seeking to par- 
don Estrada to prepare for her own future. 


What absolute pardon means 

"In the eyes of most people, she's next,” Di- 
zon told the Inquirer, citing the corruption 
scandals under the Arroyo administration. 

Acting Justice Secretary Agnes De- 
vanadera does not see how granting abso- 
lute pardon to Estrada could involve no ad- 
mission of guilt in his plunder case, which 
is what he wants. 

According to Devanadera, absolute par- 
don means the restoration of a convicted 
man’s civil and political rights. 

Asked about Estrada’s insistence on no 
admission of guilt, Devanadera said in Fil- 
ipino: “How will that happen? He's already 
convicted.” 

She also said an absolute pardon would 
not erase a convict's record. 

“Absolute pardon is the restoration of civ- 
il and political rights," she said. With re- 
ports from Volt Contreras, Christian V. Es- 
guerra, Michael Lim Ubac and Leila S. 
Salaverria 


PHILIPPINE DA 


Master of mime: 


From pagel 


manuel Vacca announced on French ra- 
dio on Sunday. Vacca gave no details 
but paid homage to the “total love” 
Marceau invested in his craft. 

Wearing white face paint, soft shoes 
and a battered hat topped with a red 
flower, Marceau, through his alter-ego 
Bip the Clown, played out the human 
comedy without ever uttering a word, 
Offstage, he was famously chatty. 

"Never get a mime talking. He won't 
stop," he once said. 

With his lithe gestures and pliant fa- 
cial expressions, Marceau gave life to a 
wide spectrum of characters, from a 
peevish waiter to a lion tamer to an old 
woman knitting and, of course, to the 
best-known, Bip. 

A French Jew who, unlike his father, 
escaped deportation to a Nazi death 
camp during World War II, Marceau 
worked with the French Resistance to 
protect Jewish children, and later used 
the memories of his own life to feed his 
art. 

Marceau single-handedly revived the 
art of mime, which dates to antiquity 
and continued until the 19th century 
through the Italian Commedia 
dell'Arte, or improvised theater. 
Biggest inspiration 

His biggest inspiration was Charlie 
Chaplin. Marceau, in turn, inspired 
countless young performers—Michael 
Jackson borrowed his famous “moon- 
wall" from a Marceau sketch, “Walking 
Against the Wind. 

In one of his most poignant and 
philosophical acts, “Youth, Maturity, 
Old Age, Death,” Marceau wordlessly 
showed the passing of an entire life in 
just minutes. 

He took his art to stages across the 
world, performing in Asia, Europe and 
the United States, his “second country,” 
where he first appeared in 1955 and re- 
turned every two years. He took his art 
to Cuba for the first time in September 
2005. 

"France loses one of its most eminent. 
ambassadors,” French President Nico- 
las Sarkozy said in a statement. Prime 
Minister Francois Fillon praised 
Marceau as "the master" with the rare 
gift of "being able to communicate with 
each and everyone beyond the barriers 
of language." 

The son of a butcher, he was bom Mar- 
cel Mangel on March 22, 1923, in Stras- 
bourg, France. He fled with some family 
members to the southwest when the 
Nazis marched into eastern France during 


MARCEL MARCEAU performsin 
best-known mime artist, who.for 
without saying a word, died at ag 


World War II, and changed his is 
to Marceau to hide his Jewish ori 


French Resistance. 

With his brother Alain, Man 
came active in the French Ros 
altering children's identity: 
changing birth dates to tricl1l 
into thinking they were too you 
deported. Because he spoke En; 
was recruited as liaison offic 
Gen. George S. Patton's army. 

However, his father Charles 
love of music helped plant the. 
Marceau's craft, was caught in 
net and was sent in 1944 to the Ai 
concentration camp where he dic. 

The somber experiences 
flected in some of Marceau's lat 
Even the character Bip, who 
butterflies in his debut, took 
grand themes of humanity. 

Charles, a baritone with a 
song, had introduced his son 
world of music and theater at 
age. The boy was captivated 


For sale: Spacious missile base for 
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derground network of tunnels and 
rooms but no atomic warheads, is 
for sale in a remote corner of the 


United States. 


The warheads and missiles went 
when the US government aban- 
doned the Titan bases in the 


1970s. 


Located near the remote Moses 
Lake in the northwest state of 
Washington, the former Larsen 


military base 


includes 


4,000 


square meters of “usable” space on 
23 hectares of land, and the owner 
is only asking for $1.5 mil- 
lion—which might buy a small 


home in Hollywood. 


The seller, Bari Hotchkiss, sees 
the base as a “gorgeous” property 
and potential resort. He has put it 


up for sale on the eBay auction 


site. 


“We used to use it as a summer 
for our kids and their 
friends," Hotchkiss told Agence 


camp, 


France Presse. 


“The only limit is imagination. 
We've always wanted to see it turn 
into summer camp or resort 


camp,” he said. 


Excellent condition 

The Los Angeles investor bought 
the former base 10 years ago from 
‘owners who had purchased the 
property in the 1970s when the US 
government concluded the Titan 


network, Hotchkiss said several 


million dollars worth of remodel- 


ing would be required. 


Cheaper option 


But a cheaper option was also 


possible. “If you only need one or a 
couple of the buildings to begin 
with, several hundred thousand 
dollars might do it," he said. 


The ailing housing market in the 
United States might slow down the 


sale, Hotchkiss admitted. 


missiles had become obsolete. 


Hotchkiss said there were 18 
former Titan bases and nearly all 
of them were sold off, but—sound- 
ing like most proud property own- 
ers—he said his base was in excel- 


lent condition. 


“Most of those former bases 
are much much smaller, and most 
of them have water problems 
with water leaking in them. So 
they're filled with water or so wet 
there is terrible rust, and ours is 
dry, and portions of our missile 
base look like it's built last year,” 


he said. 


| BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


"It is kind of like a big shopping 
center underground that needs to 
be refurbished," Hotchkiss said. 

To use the entire underground 


"Ultimate home’ 


But he said he was patient. 

"There is plenty of time. No 
rush. And the base is really reason- 
able priced,” Hotchkiss said. 


There is competition, however. 

The website missilebases.com 
offers up a similar underground 
base for Titan missiles outside of 


Denver, Colorado, touted as a 


in cash. 


“very rare piece of history” with 
mountain views and only 20 min- 
utes from the local airport. All this. 
for the asking price of $1.8 million 


According to the website, this 
base is “the ultimate home” offer- 
ing “the utmost security,” while 


providing a chance for the buyer to 


city” 


A 


enjoy "your own underground 


The website offers other bases for 
sale, which it calls the “castles of the 


20th century" Design| 
stand nuclear attacks 1 
properties “bring new 
the word ‘shelter 


ak 
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Santiago, Chile, in this 2005 file photo. The world's 
hG.years moved audiences around the world 
B4 on Sunday. 


silent film stars of the era—Chaplin, 
Buster Keaton and the Marx brothers. 

Marcel's life as a performer began 
with the liberation of Paris from the 
Nazis. He enrolled in Charles Dullin's 
School of Dramatic Art, studying with 
the renowned mime Etienne Decroux. 

On a tiny stage at the Theatre de 
Poche, a smoke-filled Left Bank cabaret, 
he sought to perfect the style of mime 
that would become his trademark 


Brith of Bip 

Bip—Marceau's on-stage 
sona—was born in 1947. 

Marceau once said that Bip was his 
alter ego, a sad-faced double whose 
eyes lit up with childlike wonder as he 
discovered the world. Bip was a direct 
descendant of the 19th-century 
harlequin, but his clownish gestures, 
according to Marceau, were inspired in 
part by Chaplin and Keaton. 

Marceau likened his character to a 
modern-day Don Quixote “alone in a frag- 
ile world filled with injustice and beauty.” 
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THIS UNDATED 
image obtained from 
the eBay website 
shows the Titan 
Intercontinental 
ballistic missile. 
facility at Lake 
Moses, Washington. 
The 1950s facility has 
4,180 square meters 
of usable space but 
needsa little work. 
wm 
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This undated image obtained from the 

eBay website shows the layout of the 

meaning to Titan Intercontinental ballistic missile 
‘AFP facility at Lake Moses, Washington. > 
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now rests in eternal silence 


Dressed in a white sailor suit, a top 
hat—a red rose perched on top—Bip cov- 
ered the gamut of human experience, and 
emotion, from going to war to running a 
matrimonial service. 

Tn one famous sketch, "Public Garden," 
Marceau played all the characters in a park, 
from little boys playing ball to old women 
with knitting needles. 

In 1949, Marceau's newly formed mime 
troupe was the only one of its kind in Europe. 
But it was only after a hugely successful tour 
across the United States in the mid-1950s 
that Marceau received the acclaim that 
would make him an international star. 


Film appearances 

“I have a feeling that I did for mime what 
(Andres) Segovia did for the guitar, what 
(Pablo) Casals did for the cello,” he once told 
‘The Associated Press in an interview. Marceau 
started his own company, then in 1978 the In- 
temational School of Mime-Drama. 

In the past decades, he took Bip from 


Mexico to China to Australia. He also made 
film appearances—the most famous was 
Mel Brooks’ 1976 film “Silent Movie,” in 
which he had the only line of dialogue: 
“Non!” 

A perforated ulcer nearly killed Marceau 
in the Soviet Union in December 1985. He 
was rushed home to Paris in critical condi- 
tion, but bounced back to the stage five 
months later. 

As he aged, Marceau kept performing, 
never losing the agility that made him fa- 
mous. 

On top of his Legion of Honor and his 
countless honorary degrees, he was invited 
to be a United Nations goodwill ambas- 
sador for a 2002 conference on aging. 

“If you stop at all when you are 70 or 80, 
you cannot go on," he told the Associated 
Press in an interview in 2003. “You have to 
keep working.” 

Marceau was married three times and 
had four children. Funeral arrangements 
were not immediately known. AP 
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Pardon for plunderer? 


[= ONLY THE PHILIPPINES WHERE A PERSON 


convicted of a crime sets the condition for his pardon, 
instead of the chief executive, representing the gov- 
ernment, setting the condition. We are seeing it in the 
case of disgraced former President Joseph Estrada, who 
said he would accept executive clemency only if it comes 
in the form of an absolute pardon. An absolute pardon re- 
leases the wrongdoer from punish- 
EDITORIAL ment and restores the offender's civil 
rights without qualification. 

We cannot understand the hurry in wanting to grant par- 
don or amnesty to Estrada who was convicted of plunder 
less than two weeks ago, after a six-year trial marked by 
delaying tactics by the defense. Presidential aspirants and 
legislative and executive officials are falling all over them- 
selves proposing pardon or amnesty for Estrada to pro- 
mote, they say, the cause of national reconciliation, peace- 
making and national reunification. What about the cause 
of the rule of law, justice, and crime and punishment? 
What about the cause of retribution for the highest official 
of the land found guilty of betrayal of the public trust? 
Does anyone give a hoot about these things? 

Estrada's insistence on an absolute pardon shows that he 
does not believe he is guilty of the crime charged. The 212- 
page decision of the Sandiganbayan very clearly showed 
that he committed plunder by amassing P545 million from 
illegal gambling payoffs and a P189-million commission 
from stock market purchases using the SSS and GSIS 
funds. And yet he would have all these offenses wiped out 
from the record, and make it appear that he did not com- 
mit any crime against the people whose interest and wel- 
fare he was supposed to promote and protect as president. 

Political expediency—that seems to be the paramount 
interest now. The government, judging from the state- 
ments and actions of the highest officials, would serve full 
pardon to Estrada on a silver platter to promote reconcilia- 
tion and unity and stave off any move to destabilize the 
presidency. It is ironic that the latest statements regarding 
the grant of pardon to Estrada were made this month, the 
Rule of Law Month. The thinking of those who cry for par- 
don for Estrada seems to be: Justice and the rule of law be 
damned! 

Estrada and his lawyers have chosen to follow the legal 
process, and have filed a motion for reconsideration before 
the Sandiganbayan. If the anti-graft court denies his mo- 
tion, they can elevate the case to the Supreme Court. It 
would be best if they just continued on their present 
course. If, as they contend, Estrada is not guilty, then there 
is the possibility that the conviction could be reversed in 
the high court. Or, if it affirms the verdict, then we would 
havea final conviction that is a condition for the grant of a 
pardon. Estrada went through a six-year trial, no thanks to 
the delaying tactics of his lawyers. He can wait two or 
three more years while the wheels of justice continue to 
grind. 

Even assuming that the appeals process is discontinued, 
which would mean that the conviction by the Sandigan- 
bayan isa final conviction, making Estrada eligible for par- 
don, three or four months after the verdict is too short a 
waiting period for pardon to be granted. A short period in- 
dicates an almost indecent haste to mollify a person who 
has done a grievous wrong to his people. 

In South Korea, former military dictators Chun Doo- 
hwan and Roh Tae-woo were pardoned in 1987 after 
spending two years in prison. Chun had been sentenced to 
life imprisonment and Roh to 17 years for their roles in the 
1979 military coup that brought Chun to power, for the 
massacre of the pro-democracy protesters in Kwangju in 
1980 and for the collection of millions of dollars in bribes 
from businessmen. A pardon after two years in South Ko- 
rea, but here in the Philippines a pardon after only three or 
four months! 

The culture of impunity is becoming embedded in the 
national psyche and national life. One can commit any- 
thing—extrajudicial killing, massive graft, plunder, 
etc.—and go scotfree, free to continue committing other 
crimes, provided one has influence, political clout and 
money. A pardon for Estrada will only promote the cause 
of impunity and encourage other high-ranking govern- 
ment officials to commit graft in the expectation that if 
prosecuted and found guilty later, they can always obtain a 
pardon. Is this the message we want to give to government 
officials and employees who are now supposedly engaged 
in an anti-graft campaign? Is this the example that we 
want to show to our generation and future generations? 
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THE EYE CLINIC SECRETARY ON THE LINE 
apologized, saying: “Sorry, sir. But we can't set 
an appointment. Your doctor migrated to the 
US. And her substitute isn't here yet." 

Here was a small sign of the medical system's 
erosion due to the unstanched exodus of care- 
givers. Starting in the 1960s, departures includ- 
ed nurses, midwives and specialists in pedi- 
atrics, internal medicine to obstetrics and oncol- 
ogy, according to Jaime Galvez Tan, Fernando 
Sanchez and Virginia Balanon. “A health disas- 
teris impending if nothing drastic is done." 

That will take some doing. Eight million Fil 
ipinos now live and work in over 190 countries, 
and about 3,000 leave every day They have 
midwifed today’s "culture of migration... which 
permeates Filipino society” Maruja Asis of Scal- 
abrini Migration Center observes. 

"Migration has become a way of life,” Asis 
told the East Asian Labor Migration Conference. 
Eyebrows arch if someone prefers to work here. 
"The expectation is: you'd like to work overseas, 
like many Filipinos.” 

This value now spans generations, despite 
strained families. A Scalabrini survey of 1,600 
children nationwide found 47 percent would 
head for “faraway places with strange-sounding 
names,” at the first chance. The proportion bolts 
to 60 percent among migrant workers children. 
Example apparently is the best travel brochure. 

Multiple generations OFW families are emerg- 
ing. The New York Times cover story, “A Good 
Provider Is One Who Leaves,” tracked three gen- 
erations of a Pasay City swimming pool cleaners 
family who became OFWs. "No country ever 
broke free from penury just by (an overseas 
worker's) remittances,” Jason De Parle wrote 

“There is a widening of the income gap be- 
tween households with remittances” and those 
without, Dr Chia Siouw Yue of East Asian Devel- 
opment Network notes. “Consumption patterns 
are likewise distorted.” 

Crafting of policies that would harness remit- 
tances for uses beyond buying a cell phone or 
karaoke are of growing concern to the Philip- 
pines and other migrant-sending countries. 


Worlds and 


(Conclusion) 
THERE ARE A COUPLE OF SPEECHES IN THIS 
book that make what I'm saying a little clearer. 
Their truths have certainly helped me go on in 
those times when I curse heaven for the gout, 
when I curse the landlord for the rent, and 
when I wonder what in God's name I'm doing, 
doing what I do when it doesn’t seem to matter. 

The first is the speech about Anne Frank and 
the power—and transcendence—of witnessing. 
‘There are several ways you can fight tyranny. 
You can take up arms against it, as the Polish Re- 
sistance did, and push it back with the power of. 
physical force. You can speak out against it, as 
Mark Twain did, when the United States em- 
barked on its imperial venture, and push it back 
with the power of moral force. Or you cen bear 
‘witness to your times, if only by talking about 
the fury of young love and dreams amid the 
swirl of war and intolerance around you. And by 
doing so push back tyranny with the power of 
the word. 

‘Anne Frank did the last. She did not, of 
course, survive Nazi-occupied Holland. But her 
diary, the scribbling of a young, innocent and 
hugely talented girl, full of life's longings, has 
become one of history greatest single acts of 
defiance against insanity. More than the deaths 
of six million Jews who became unholy experi- 
‘ments in how fast human beings can be extermi- 
nated, the life ofthis one teenager has become 
the most powerful testament to the obscenity of 
the Holocaust and living proof—yes, living—of 
how long the human spirit can survive. 

‘The patent lesson I draw from this is that truly 
Victory and defeat are not always patent. Itis per- 
fectly possible to be defeated at the moment of 
ones triumph, as I have seen among many 
friends who have been maimed in spirit at the 
time of their seeming success. And it is perfectly 
possible to be victorious in defeat, as I have also 
seen in many friends who have found in their ad- 
versity including prison, a bountiful source of joy 
and reward. In the end, history will have differ- 
ent things to say about who won and who lost. 

But there's one other, infinitely more subtle, 
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Indonesian illegal workers abroad now ex- 
ceed 3.5 million, “Development Research News” 
reports. That's almost double Indonesia's 1999 
labor migrants. Most head for Malaysia, Singa- 
pore and Middle Eastern countries. And the 
close to halfa-million migrants from Vietnam 
"come from middle-income households.” They 
stream toward Taiwan, Malaysia, Korea and 
Japan. Trainee programs draw migrants to work 
in Tokyo or Seoul for "allowances." 

Over 1.1 million Burmese have entered Thai- 
land. Many are low-skilled, low-wage workers 
tapped for “3D (dirty, difficult and dangerous) 
jobs.” There are over 2.5 million temporary 
‘workers in Malaysia, oustripping those who 
leave. Almost a million workers are “irregular,” 
‘coming mainly from Indonesia and the Philip- 
pines. 

The first wave of OFWs left in the early 
1970s. And that exodus surged, without a break, 
for almost four decades now. It shows little sign 
of ebbing. 

This contrasts with what happened in 
Malaysia or Taiwan where robust economies 
and “brain gain” policies enticed professionals 
to return. "South Korea went from country of 
(migrant) origin to country of destination. 
(And) China succeeded in attracting its overseas. 
citizens to return and invest." 

Many Filipino migrants don't look back. Our 
"balik scientists" program never took off. "Eco- 
nomic difficulties are still crucial in people's 
decisions as to why they migrate abroad,” Asis 
said. Poverty, lack of jobs and the resulting 
crimp on rising aspirations drive people to the 
nearest exit. 

Mass media show the young that penury is not 
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lesson I draw from this. Which is that victory and 
defeat are not just determined at the end of 
things, they are determined in the middle of 
things. Or they are not just found in the nether 
regions of posterity, they are found in the hard- 
edged space of the moment. 

The power of Anne Franks diary, whether 
read or watched in play or movie form, is the 
wonder and magic of her life and that of her 
family in that small space of time between their 
taking to hiding and being found out, in that 
small space of space between the wall panels of 
a warehouse in Amsterdam. Suddenly that crack 
of time expands to encompass eterniry; sudden- 
ly that crack of space expands to encompass the 
universe. Suddenly that life quite literally takes 
a life of its own, transcending the borders of the 
before and after, transcending the borders of the 
within and without. Anne Frank's diary, which 
talks about life in that crack of time and space, 
is, to use the title of my first book, a flower push- 
ing out of the rubble, as ferocious and magnifi- 
centa triumph of life as you can find. 

That holds a special meaning for me, coming 
as 1 do from an activist background where 1 
learned to believe for a while that things mat- 
tered only in the end. Victory was had only after 
a tyranny was brought down, a new life began 
only after the new world was built. Well, if Anne 
Franks life has anything to say to me now, itis 
that that isn't true at all. The human worth is not 
found at the end ofa life, itis found in the course 
ofit. Victory and defeat are not found at the end 
of struggle, they are found in the struggle itself. 

I think of that, and somehow it doesn't 
seem so bad that this country has gone to the 
dogs in the 20 years that T have been writing 


inevitable, that governments need not be rapa- 
cious. Many nations, in fact, have governments 
that are accountable to citizens. That contrasts 
‘with ping-pong shifts in governing here between 
crooked rulers like the Arroyo regime and a 
fraudulent opposition like the Estrada brigade. 

Our government, then and now, uses migra- 
tion to vent pressure from unemployment. But 
many still can’t get jobs. Then and now, popula- 
tion grew without a pause. The country didn't 
make a "demographic transition” from high 
birth and death rates to low birth and death 
rates as did other countries. 

Then and now, heftier benefits and better 
working conditions abroad draw the skilled and 
educated. A trained statistician from UR my sis- 
ter found herself in the first batch of migrants to 
Canada in the early 1970s. So did a medical- 
technologist brother. 

‘Ad hoc measures of the 1970s hardened by 
necessity into “institutionalization of migration” 
policy four decades later. The country today has 
‘well-developed institutional structures to serve 
migrant workers and those leaving for good. 

"The landmark 1995 Migrant Workers and 
Overseas Filipinos Act was the first law in Asia 
that provides protection for OFWs,” Asis points 
out. Nonetheless, there really “is not much inter- 
face between migration and development poli- 
cies up to this point.” 

East Asian experience shows that only sound 
economic policies enabled labor-exporting 
counties to reverse their brain-and-brawn 
drain. The successful oncs skirted the trap of"re- 
lying on labor deployment and remittances.’ 

Dont yield to that temptation, the Asian De- 
velopment Bank cautioned Filipino policymak- 
ers titillated by remittance inflows as large as 14 
percent of the GDP 

Engaging participation of overseas Filipinos 
and reinforcing ties with countries where mi- 
grants head for are urgent ina globalizing global 
village, Asis adds. Failure would compel us to 
seek appointments with doctors abroad. 
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"There's the Rub." 3 

The other speech in this book that 1 draw 
comfort from has to do with reading and that 
wonderful book and movie, “Goodbye Mr. 
Chips.” Mr. Chips is a teacher of classical litera- 
ture in an Oxford school. When he begins teach- 
ing, which is before the First World War, the 
world is still kinder and more hospitable to his 
lessons, which represent the crowning glories of 
civilization. But his relevance gets to be chal- 
lenged as time goes by. 

“The war comes, his students are drafted, and 
several die in lonely ditches in strange parts of 
the world. He himself despairs and wonders 
‘what the point of civilization is in a world where 
the barbarians have broken through the gates. 
The war ends, but his relevance isn't challenged 
less, it is challenged more. He now teaches clas- 
sical literature in a world grown materialistic 
and utilitarian, one that defines getting ahead as 
gering going, getting rich, and getting laid. 

Still Mr. Chips perseveres, trying as best he 
can to light the way for future generations with 
the wisdom of the past. And finaly, in the 
evening of his ife, he is forced to take the mea- 
sure of himself, to ask himself what it all meant. 
Did his life really amount to anything? Did the 
things he teach really matter? Was the effort he 
exerted really worth it? He himself finds the an- 
swer to his questions while talking to an old 
friend. He says thoughtfully: “We did teach them 
to be more polite to each other, didn't we?” 

‘A commonplace way to say the profoundest. 
thing. A simple way to say the most awesome 
thing. For maybe that is what civilization is after 
all. Ifthe generations that had come before had 
simply learned it, and if the generations that 
‘would come after would simply learn it, then 
maybe there would be no wars, no "salvagings," 
no rotating full circle through the circles of hell. 

‘That is how I console myself these days, when 
the bones creak, and the roof leaks, and the 
world reeks ofrain and ruination. I tell myself: “I 
have tried to teach them to be more polite to 
each other. 

“Haven't I?" n 
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ONE OF THE MOST SENSIBLE COMMENTARIES 
Tve read about the ZTE controversy was written by 
the Philippine Stars legal columnist Jose C. Sison. 
He lamented that the whole controversy is playing 
out in the court of public opinion, but this is not the 
best forum because all the sordid details are mud- 
dled together with the legitimate issues, instead of 

eing properly sorted out in the interest of the pub- 
ic good. Sison asserted that in the court of public 
opinion "the people themselves decide which of the 
varying versions are credible and believable with- 
out being guided by any rules on the appreciation of 
evidence. The more popular version is considered 
as the truth." Sison said that "the issues arising from 
the charges and counter-charges of corruption, 
bribery, sex, and even death threats should ... be 
brought before the court of law.” In this court, "the 
truth will be determined more authoritatively and 
conclusively by the competent branch of govern- 
ment in accordance with clear and specific rules of 
evidence... [and its] decision may be unpopular but 
is presumably correct, binding and conclusive.” 

Sison is right. Unfortunately, nowadays 

charges and counter-charges fly about with lit- 
tle evidence and the juicier tidbits outweigh rea- 
son. For instance, allegations about Comelec 
Chair Benjamin Abalos’ “sexcapades” have 
flown thick and fast in the media and the Sen- 
ate, but no evidence whatsoever was offered to 
back them up. think the proper forum to bring. 
up charges of attempted bribery against Abalos 
is the Office of the Ombudsman, which can, if 
evidence warrants, recommend the filing of an 
impeachment complaint in the House. No truth 
can be ferreted out in the Senate because it's a 
hangman's platform. 


be 
li 


‘The problem with the Senate hearings is that the 
motive of the opposition senators is so obvious: to 
link President Macapagal-Arroyo to the corruption 
charges. Look at the interminable debates. on 
whether it was an agreement or a contract that was 
signed; no amount of reasoning could convince op- 
position senators that it was not a contract. Then, 


THERE IS "FULL PUPPET NUDITY” IN "AVENUE 
Q,” and the scene is both so startling and leg-slap- 
ping funny that the audience hardly pays atten- 
tion to Aiza Seguerra (as Gary Coleman) singing 
"You Can Be as Loud as the Hell You Want.” 

Indeed, there is good reason one cast member 
of the musical has dubbed the show "Dirty Sesame 
Street.” While it bears similarities to the well-loved 
educational TV show for children, it transports 
"Sesame Street" to adult territory, replete with 
such issues as finding one's purpose in life—or just 
a meaningful, rewarding job, accepting one's sexu- 
ality, finding love and keeping it, racism, and porn 
on the Internet. 

But despite this listing of themes, ‘Avenue Q” in- 
volves no heavy discourse or overly dramatic 
scenes. Instead, there is music and dancing, laugh- 
ter and, of course, puppetry: I thought the combina- 
tion quite apt, for the young adult characters (peo- 
ple in their early to late 20s) do belong to the 
“Sesame Street" (and in the local context, the "Bati- 
bot") generation, reared on Big Bird, Enie and Bert, 
Cookie Monster, Miss Piggy and Kermit the Frog, 
and the optimistic idealistic world they all lived in. 

How do you use this backdrop to tell the story of 
a college graduate and the friends he meets in a 
New York neighborhood, with some edginess and 
adult honesty? The formula is both simple and 
complicated: you use human actors posing as and 
interacting with puppets, and you make them sing 
deceptively "nice" tunes that nonetheless get to 
the dark heart of growing older and finding that 
life is far more entangled than one would wish. 
TD HEARD of "Avenue Q" long before it was 
staged in Manila, as my daughter Miya had 
downloaded the entire soundtrack onto her 
MP3 player months ago. My favorite song was 
“What Do You Do with a BA in English," not on- 
ly because it spoke of Miya's unspoken fears, 
being herself a Comparative Literature major, 
but also because it gave voice to the anxieties of 
everyone who works with words. (As Conrad de 
Quiros expressed in his column yesterday, our 
‘words have yet to save somebody's life.) 
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too, former Neda Director-General Romulo Neri is 
scheduled to be put on the witness stand tomorrow 
at the Senate, but critics are already putting words 
into his mouth, as though fearful that he might 
veer away from their agenda. 

When the ZTE controversy erupted, I began 
my own research on the procedure for official de- 
velopment assistance (ODA) loans and I realized 
that the signing of the Boao agreement was only 
the initial step in a long process that requires 14 
additional steps before the loan contract can be 
finalized. With the suspension of the ZTE deal by 
the President, this point does not need to be bela- 
bored, but realize, too, that the government has 
been ineffective in explaining its side. Part of the 
reason is that when all the extraneous matters 
were factored in, e.g, the alleged offer of bribes 
toJoey de Venecia and Neri by Abalos, the latter's 
"sexcapades" and the overpricing, few could 
think straight about the issues anymore. 

What the government should have done dur- 
ing the Senate hearing was to present the 17 
steps in the loan process before Transportation 
Secretary Leandro Mendoza even testified. 
‘would have shown that there is hardly anything 
as far as that ZTE deal is concerned. 

"The Senate hearings eventually showed that the. 
signing of the supply contract between ZTE and the 
government was only the first step while the signing 
ofthe loan agreement with the Chinese government 
is among the last. In dealing with other govem- 
ments, however, the loan agreement is the first step. 
‘The ZTE supply contract signed in Boao last April 
was preceded by a "general framework agreement. 


Rina Jimenez-David \ > \ 


But Princeton, our hero, is concerned not so 
much with changing and even conquering the 
world as with finding a job that will allow him. 
to forego the allowance his parents send him, 
and pay the rent besides. Along the way, 
though, he stumbles upon concerns like finding 
his “purpose” in life, as well as upon the poten- 
tial love of his life, the nursery school teacher 
Kate Monster. 

Princeton also makes the acquaintance of a 

motley crew of characters: Brian and Christmas 
Eve, the inter-racial couple next door; Rod and 
Nicky, the inter-sexual(?) couple working out 
sexual and behavioral issues; Gary Coleman, 
yup, the former child star, as the apartment su- 
per; and Trekkie Monster, who stars in the rau- 
cous number “The Internet is for Porn.” 
IN MANY ways, “Avenue Q” speaks of the coming 
of age of “Sesame Street's” children, of the sudden, 
jarring transition from childhood and college and 
its nice, safe environment, to "real life,” and its 
nasty, contradictory and often-dangerous ways. 

Rachel Alejandro, as Kate Monster and Lucy the 
Slut, isa stand-out in this production. She is com- 
pletely believable (and lovable) as the retiring, 
hopelessly romantic Kate, and yet she brings the 
house down as Lucy the femme fatale, with her 
come-hither moves and va-va-voom voice. 

Joel Trinidad, a theater veteran, is energetic, al- 
most manic, in his varied roles, though 1 love him 
best as Trekkie Monster. The other show-biz veter- 
ans in the cast—Seguerra, Frenchie Dy (as Christ- 
mas Eve)—surprise with the ease with which they 
have made the transition to stage, though 1 did 
have problems with their adopted accents. 


for economic cooperation” between the two govem- 
ments and several feasibility studies. From Boao, the 
following necessary steps have yet to be concluded: 
as explained by Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya 
atthe Senate, his department has to issue a "forward 
obligation authority” (doubtless because it has to 
eventually pay the loan), to be followed by Neda's 
certification that the negotiations have complied 
with all its conditions. After that, the Department of 
Finance has to issue a formal loan application with 
China's Export-Import Bank for the project, followed 
by our Monetary Board's approval in principle of the 
Joan's proposed terms and conditions. Then the 
President has to issue a special authority to govern- 
ment officials to negotiate the loan agreement, after 
which it will be subjected to a review by an intera- 
gency committee composed of the Departments of 
Finance and Justice and Bangko Sentral. This re- 
view is routine for all foreign loan documents, 

Only after all these steps are done can there 
be a signing of the loan agreement, but this is 
not the end of it. The Monetary Board needs to 
still give its final approval; the DOJ has to issue 
a legal opinion on the loan, and the DOF has to 
submit to Eximbank all documents. Only after 
all these steps do the loan agreement and sup- 
ply contract become effective. 

‘Why do I detail this long procedure when the 
ZTE contract has already been suspended? It's 
to drive home how ineffective government's 
‘communication effort has been. No wonder its 
critics and detractors have been much better at 
destroying it. Government's ineffectiveness on- 
ly heightens the perceptions that a lot of hanky- 
panky is going on. 

Looking at the long process the ZTE loan has 
to undergo, I began to wonder exactly what the 
President meant when she told Neri to reject the 
P200 million bribe and just push that contract, 
Did she condone the incredible overprice, as her 
critics are asserting, or could it be, as her sup- 
porters say that she was certain that the various 
steps in that long process would be able to filter 
the padded costs? 


A quirky neighborhood 


In Princeton and Rod, the conflicted investment 
banker, Felix Rivera has found his breakthrough 
roles. He is confident and charming, making both 
his rather bland characters interesting and funny. I 
say welcome to the newest male lead in the local 
stage scene! * 

"The biggest kudos, though, go to co-directors. 

Bobby Garcia and Chari Arespacochaga, and At- 
lantis Productions, for pulling off this witty funny 
but highly complicated production. It couldnt 
have been easy walking the talented eas through 
their lines and lyrics, while at the same time teach- 
ing them mastery over their moppets. Ies a wonder 
how they were able to keep a tight rein on the pro- 
ceedings onstage, which could ar times be down- 
right confusing: 
"AVENUE Q" was written by the tandem of 
Robert Lopez and Jeff Marx, with book by Jeff 
Whitty Lopez writes a message in the program 
in which he expresses astonishment and dis- 
may that the musical "is opening in Mani- 
la—and that I'm not there to see it. 


Q,” writes Lopez, the musical is not "my person- 
al statement of racial confusion ... far from it." 

So let's just say that “Avenue Q" is about 
many things: about being young and naive in 
New York, about loving and losing and finding 
again, about identity and relating, about how, 
as the final song goes, it may “suck to be you" at 
the moment, but it's only “for now.” 

Unfortunately, the local production's "for 
now” has come to an end, as it has just had its 
Jast weekend performance. But people involved 
with the production promise "Avenue Q” will be 
back for another run in December. In which case, 
you have plenty of time to prepare for a visit with 
the quirkiest people in your neighborhood. 


Favila and the influence of the moderate 


HUMOR, LIKE THE ELABORATE COURTESIES 
our “honorable” lawmakers extend to one other 
in their "august" chambers, oils the legislative 
mill. (Whether their rococo language is an inad- 
vertent joke is altogether another matter.) Even 
the usually strident Miriam Defensor-Santiago, 
for example, can be relied on to sprinkle her locu- 
tions with frabjous comment. 

At the Senate joint committee hearings on the 
National Broadband Network last Thursday, the 
former judge played the Speaker Jose de Venecia 
card, eliciting from Transportation Secretary Lean- 
dro Mendoza his recollection that "the son 
{whistleblower Joey de Venecia] was introduced to 
me by the father" 

How did the Speaker introduce his son, Santiago 
persisted. "Did he say "This is my son, with whom 1 
am well-pleased?" 

Unfortunately the Gospel reference was entirely 
Jost on an untransfigured Mendoza. 

Humor, Wittgenstein said, is "not a mood but a 
way of looking at the world." By that standard, we 
should not say that Senate Minority Leader Aquili- 
no Pimentel Jr, now on his 14th year in the Sen- 
ate, was in an atrociously bad mood last Thursday; 
only that he regards testimony before the Senate 
as vulnerable to obfuscation and windbaggery 

Going over the notes I took during last Thurs- 
day's hearing at the Senate, I count three of Pi- 
mentel's sharp-edged jokes. (I'm sure there were 
others, but I must have missed them while freez- 
ing in the session hall.) If, as Wittgenstein again 
assures us, “a serious...philosophical work could 
be written consisting entirely of jokes,” surely a 
listing of Pimentel's apercus won't be out of 
place in a largely political column. (Besides, I 
can't find them documented in news reports.) 

At the hearing, Mendoza cut a Reaganesque 
figure; I do not mean charismatic and eloquent, 
but generally, even loopily, disengaged, (“Clue- 
less," the newspapers said the following day.) At 
one point, Mendoza indicated that Assistant 
Secretary Lorenzo Formoso (for the nth time) 
‘could answer the question at hand more compe- 


ge" Pipentel egged the designed hier on: 


NEWSSTAND 


Jobn Nery 


“Mr. Formoso, please come to the rescue.” 

.In his opening statement, Mendoza sought to 
triangulate what he called the “unbridled and 
ruthless arena of media reporting” against the 
Senate, He wasn't merely posing, however. In 
one exchange with Pimentel, over Mendoza’s 
seeming nonchalance regarding news reports 
about the NBN project, he was asked whether he 
still read the papers. Mendoza replie 
know what to believe in media anym 

Pimentel’s rebuttal: "Thar's right. I think the 
feeling is mutual.” 

‘The most resonant of all his sallies, however, 
came at the start of the hearing, When Sen. Alan 
Peter Cayetano, the chairman of the Blue Rib- 
bon committee, noted that Secretary Romulo 
Neri, an alleged bribee, could not attend the sec- 
ond hearing because he had fallen ill, Pimentel 
belatedly asked the chairman for a clarification. 
What is he sick of, Mr. Chairman? Intestinal flu, 
Cayetano replied. Pimentel countered: "Is it i 
testinal flu... or the lack of intestinal fortitude? 

Lam rather more sanguine about the President's 
decision to suspend the NBN project than some of 
my colleagues in media. Yes, the suspension is a 
halfway measure, really neither here nor there, 
since the Supreme Court already issued a temporary 
restraining order. Yes, the suspension is a tactical 
feint, intended to lull the Senate into considering a 
premature conclusion to the hearings. Yes, the sus- 
pension is a political sop, meant to arrest growing 
public disgust over the NBN project's sordid details. 

All the same, I think the decision can be consid- 
ered a small victory for the moderates in the Cabi- 
net (to call them a bloc would be to give them a 
form they do not have). Favila already laid the 


predicate, as it were, for a suspension last Thurs- 
day, when he explained before the Senate that he 
was willing to sit down with his Chinese govern- 
‘ment counterpart to discuss alternatives. 

"t is worth exploring with my counterpart what 
these options and variations [are]. I heard about 
BOO, BOT, cancellation, abrogation and so on and 
so forth,” he said at the hearing, answering the one 
‘question addressed to him. 

Tt is a victory because some in the administra- 
tion are laying the groundwork for amending the 
project or scrapping it altogether. Too little, too 
ate? Yes, but well take any government's every at- 
tempt to respond to public opinion. 

Besides, this is the way politics at this level is 
done. Since the arrangement requires the consent 
of another government, the most diplomatic 
course of action (aside from a collective shrugging 
of the shoulders on account of the legal injunction) 
is to call for a review. The hardliners (no, not the 
‘ones running China) will balk, in part because they 
know even a cancellation won't stop an indepen- 
dent Senate from continuing with its investigation. 
But reason prevailed, at least in part, last Saturday. 
Lets encourage those who made it possible. 

1 see the same moderating influence at work 
in the apparent decision by ex-President Joseph 
Estrada to accept an absolute pardon, if and 
when it is offered by his successor in Mala- 
cañang. 

Having taken a populist position ever since 
his plunder trial began, Estrada unnecessarily 
painted himself into a corner. Now the moder- 
ates in his camp have found the perfect excuse 
for him to wiggle out. 

T myself do not agree that a convicted plun- 
derer deserves an absolute pardon, but—my 
point—I do understand how the absolute can be 
relativized. 

I can't resist, Here's another quote from the sur- 
prisingly garrulous Wittgenstein, in anticipation of 
tomorrow's NBN hearing: "Someone who knows 
too much finds it hard not to lie.” 

Email: jneryG inquirer.com ph 
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To love or be loved 


OUR TEACHER IN PHILOSOPHY ONCE ASKED OUR CLASS 
whether itis harder to love or to be loved. I did not have a 
clue on how to answer the question, but I took it to heart. Af- 
ter a few bottles of cheap wine and nights spent until dawn, 
the question gained contour. But instead of finding an an- 
swen, the first thing that came to my mind was another ques- 
tion: What is to love? 

1am not entirely sure if what I have arrived at is true, 
given the limited ex- 
periences | have. 
The only thing I am 
sure of is that love 
entails some letting 
go. It is allowing the 
Other to grow, to 
pursue his happi- 
ness even if that 
pursuit does not in- 
clude my own. Love 
keeps one happy 
with the thought 
that the one you let 
go will be happy, even if it means being without him, As 
Marcel would put it, "To love anybody is to expect some- 
thing from him, something which can neither be defined 
nor foreseen; itis at the same time in some way to make it 
possible for him to fulfill this expectation." In setting him 
free, the only expectation I can hold now is that he will be 
happy. But itis by letting go that I can give him the pos: 
bility of being happy. 

Even without this other person, loving transforms life 
into living. Love puts action into life. Life is not life when 
lived in passivity. Life becomes dynamic when one loves, 
Love colors the boredom that the routine of life brings. 
Breathing is no longer just for the purpose of keeping the 
self alive, it becomes living for the loved one. 

Is loving the same as having? It is not. If 1 claim owner- 
ship of someone, he will not be the same person I loved 
when he was not my possession. Owning something is the 
same as personalizing it. If an object is personalized, it los- 
es its character, It becomes a reflection of the self. When 
this happens, then what I love is myself, not the other. 

Having someone makes it so much harder to let him go. 
But if one just loves with respect for the other person, then 
letting go becomes less difficult. It will never be easy, be- 
cause there will always be a desire to have that person. 
Maybe it's human nature to be greedy and to want what 
one loves. But in the course of having, love disappears, 

So loving someone is hard. It seems to be having but itis 
not. It is a conscious action so that itis not allowed to turn 
into ownership. It is a giving in to one's very nature, to 
one's desire to want the best for the loved one. But at the 
same time, it also entails some control over one's natural 
impulse to own. 

But what is it to be loved? I believe that being loved en- 
tails utmost patience, Being loved is an act based on the 
other person. It is hard in the sense that one cannot con- 
trol how the other loves. It is like having a stranger hold 
one's hand. There is fear that this person will lead one to 
an unknown place. There is apprehension that it will into 
a grasp. What if he does not let go? The only thing that can 
loosen this grasp is time. 

Patiently waiting for time to knock some sense into the 
other or the self is probably one of life's hardest tasks. 
Time stretches into infinity when one is holding on to 
someone even if it is not reciprocated. There is again this 
notion that one can have this person but the truth is, one 
can never have him or anyone else for that matter. 

Is it not hard to know that a person does not love you 
the way you want him to? It is one of life's greatest ten- 
sions: the incongruence between how one is being loved 
and how one loves. To be loved is also hard because it in- 
volves acknowledging the possibility that one can never 
control how the other person loves. It involves an uncer- 
tainty which can condense into fear. 

So which is harder between loving and being loved? 1 
still haven't come to a conclusion. The intensity by which 
love impacts a person can make everything both easy and 
hard. To love someone makes it easier to live, but at the 
same time, life can be harder because that someone can 
never be owned. To be loved entails patience which forms 
character. But it also involves a fear, an uncertainty. 

The more important question is, will love ever be easy? 1 
wantto believe itis, but life proves otherwise. 


YouNc BLoop 


Cherie Ann Lo 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Cherie Ann Lo, 20, is a BS Psychology senior at the Ateneo de 
Manila University. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngbloodQinquir- 
excomn.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAID 


Courage 

“Nobody moved back. Even when they were already 
wounded, they continued the assault. Their lives were 
not wasted.” 
 —Ungkaya Pukan Mayor Joel Maturan says of the Marine officers 
‘who fell leading an arrack on a major encampment ofthe 
Abu Sayyafin Basilan on August 1 


Futile quest 

“No sense anymore in trying to find out (who ordered 
opposition leader Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino Jr.'s mur- 
der). If anything could be found out, it would have been 
revealed by this time. If we haven't found out by this 
time, we will never find out." 
Former Supreme Court Chief Justice Andres Narvasa 


Still searching 

"Before I die, I want to be able to complete in my 
mind what really happened. I'm not for closing the 
book. I am for still looking for the answers." 
“lupita dquine-Rshivahara sister of Ninoy Aquino. 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


The National Associaton of Philippine Newspapers 
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GMA’s future written 
in Estrada verdict 


WE SAW IT COMING. AFTER SIX YEARS 
of litigation, former President Joseph 
Estrada has been found guilty beyond 
reasonable doubt by the Sandiganbayan. 

We have now sent an erring former 
president to jail. This guilty verdict 
should embolden all of us to send more 
errant ones regardless of the magnitude 
of their wrongdoing or the height of their. 
positions. No one is above the law. Those 
who break it should be made to pay for 
their misdeeds and the damage they 
cause. 

‘The exposés on large-scale corruption 
and on questionable deals and bribery 
that defraud the government of billions of 
pesos under Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's 
watch, if found to be true, would make 
Estrada's offense just like a simple traffic 
violation. 

We are not sure if she would willingly 
step down in 2010 when her term ends, 
assuming of course that her paid lackeys 
in the House of Representatives do not 


succeed 


in " 
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government, Secus 
or that she does vars 
mot abolish Congress 
and declare martial law and keep her- 
self in power indefinitely, ike Marcos 
did. 

When that happens, she will not hold 


her usurped power for long as the rest- ` 


lessness of the disgruntled junior officers 
in the military will prove difficult to con- 
tain, and as her equally unpopular friend 
George W. Bush will have long been out of 
office by then and replaced by a less 
friendly Democrat. 

‘And when she is finally down, she will 
most likely be made to face all the charges 
now being leveled against her. 

—RAMON MAYUGA, 
GeRMayuga@aol.com 


MSU needs Muslim as president 


‘THE VARIOUS SECTORS OF THE MUS- 
lim community in the country and sever- 
al Christian and Lumad leaders and or- 
ganizations hail the news that very soon 
Dr. Macapado A. Muslim will take over 
as president of Mindanao State Universi- 
ty. He is definitely the best man for the 
job! 

7 This is long overdue; in 2005, the 
Malacafiang-authorized search commit- 
tee chaired by former ChED Commis- 
sioner Cristina Padolina unanimously 
chose Dr. Muslim (No.1 out of 21 
screened applicants) to succeed Dr. Ca- 
mar A. Umpa. Unfortunately, that suc- 
cession did not come to pass. Instead, 
then newly retired police general Ricar- 
do E de Leon was appointed as a transi- 
tion president (acting president) to re- 
store peace and order, reportedly for a 
short duration of only six months to a 
maximum of one year. 

‘To some extent De Leon has succeeded 
in doing that. In the meantime, however, 
the academic standards of MSU have 
continued to deteriorate severely. A pro- 
fessional academician and proven edu- 
cational administrator must now take 
over. With extensive experience in uni- 
versity governance, capped by 11 years’ 
experience as Chancellor of the now 
rapidly developing MSU Campus in Gen- 
eral Santos City and concurrent member 
of the MSU Board of Regents, Dr. Muslim 
can surely restore the lost academic ex- 
cellence of MSU, especially on its main 


campus in Marawi City. An alumnus of 
MSU Marawi Campus, Dr. Muslim is a 
native son of Marawi City, which is cer- 
tainly a significant strength for the MSU 
presidency especially in ensuring stabi 
ty on campus. 

Dr. Muslim obtained his PhD and MA 
degrees in political science from the Uni: 
versity of Hawaii as an East-West Center 
scholar, and his Masters in Public Admin- 
istration from the University of the 
Philippines. Recognizing his impressive 
performance as chancellor of MSU-Gen- 
eral Santos for two terms (December 
1995 to March 27, 2007), Dr. Muslim 
was conferred the Outstanding Alumni 
Award by the University of the Philip- 
pines National College of Public Admin- 
istration and Governance and NCPAG 
Alumni Association on June 16, 2007. 

In their separate letter-appeals, sever- 
al leaders and groups within and outside 
of the 10-campus MSU System urge Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo to cause the im- 
mediate release of the appointment of 
Dr. Muslim as the next regular president 
of MSU, which she had reportedly signed 
two weeks ago. MSU deserves nothing 
less. The immediate release of Dr. Mus- 
lim's appointment is politically signifi- 
cant given the current security crisis in 
Mindanao. 

—DR. JOSE V. ABUEVA, 
president, 

Kalayaan College at Riverbanks, 
1803 Marikina City 
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‘TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2007 


THE FACE OF THE INVISIBLE: On the 100th day of the disappearance of activist Jonas Burgos, members of the Free Jonas 


Movement march from Sto. Domingo Church in Quezon City toward Welcome Rotonda. 


FLERHOTO 


Is military report on license plate being ‘doctored’ 


1 CAN SMELL SOMETHING FISHY BE- 
hind the sudden decision of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines to fight all the 
way to the Supreme Court (instead of at 
the Court of Appeals only, as it previously 
said) attempts of the family of Jonas Bur- 
0s to get a copy of the investigation re- 
port on the “theft” of the license plate (of 
an impounded jeep) that ended up on the 
vehicle used in his kidnapping. (INQUIRER, 
9/17/07) 

The name of the game is "buying time." 
‘That is, the AFP must create an impression 
that it, indeed, has nothing to hide in the 


De Quiros urged: 
Take on GMA 


IF CONRADO DE QUIROS IS 
REALLY that animated to see 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo suffer 
the same fate as Joseph Estra- 
da's (Inquirer, 9/18/07), why 
doesn't he lead the charge to 
file cases against her? The way 
he pulverizes GMA indicates he 
has the goods on her. Another 
conviction can only help the 

country's political picture 
—VICTOR SUMAGAYSAY, 
vsumagaysay@co.marin.ca.us 
120 Pumice Dr. Vallejo, CA, 
94589, USA 


this. 


Is this the Inquinen’s brand of so-called jour- 
nalistic freedom, something that many in the 
media industry invoke irresponsibly? is this 
the Inyuinen's way of selling the newspaper? 
Ifthe answer to both is yes, I implore the In- 
QUIRER to reassess its responsibility to society. 


report, with AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Her- 
mogenes Esperon himself reportedly 
agreeing ro the release of the report if the 
Court of Appeals would so order; then 
backtracking on that commitment, with 
the government lawyers “opting” to ex- 
haust all legal avenues to prevent the re- 
lease of the report, by initially filing a mo- 
tion for reconsideration with the Court of 
Appeals, and then eventually appealing to 
the Supreme Court. This will surely take 
considerable time; meanwhile, so many 
untoward events (read: manipulations) 
will suddenly occur. For example, duly 


signed international contracts are lost; so 
"doctored" reports—one may already be in 
process—cannot be far behind. 

In fairness to all concerned, and to 
erase the lingering doubts about the AFP's 
sincerity regarding this issue, the immedi- 
ate submission of the controversial inves- 
tigation report should be ordered by the 
court for its safekeeping until the 
Supreme Court rules to have it released to 
the Burgos family or returned to the AFP. 

—RUDY L. CORONEL, 
10 Venus St., Golden Country Homes, 
Alangilan, Batangas City 


Nude photos and Inquirer responsibility 


1AM DISAPPOINTED AND DISGUSTED THAT 
a respectable newspaper should feature a pic- 
ture of naked men, exposed from top to bot- 
tom. (Inquinen, 9/17/07). It may be interest- 
ing to some, including the INQumr, but please 
remember that even young girls read the In- 
Quiz, and therefore, the photo could incite 
young minds to undue and irresponsible pruri- 
ence, and provide fodder for salacious talk 
The InQumnzn cannot evade responsibility for 


The InguineR shapes minds and consciences, 
This grave responsibility cannot and should 
not be abused under the guise of freedom. Oth- 
erwise, the Ingumer would be no different 
from the cheap tabloids parading human flesh 
and arousing plain lust 
Whata shame that would bel 
—ROMEO RAYMOND C. SANTOS, 21-A Alley 19, 


Road 9, Project 6, Quezon City 


We've reminded the editor of The World section about 
the subsection on “Nudity” of the section on 
“Photographs” of the Inquirer Manual of Editorial 
Policies. The subsection says in part that ifa photo 
showing the private parts ofa man (men) or woman 
(women) has to be used, the staff artist should black out 


1HEARD A RADIO BROADCAST RE- 
cently, during a visit to San Francis- 
co, by someone named Michael Sul- 
livan who spoke of feeling "incredi- 
bly sad" at the sight of something in 
Manila. His radio essay was aired 
over NPR (National Public Radio, 
the US equivalent of the BBC in Lon- 
don to which I tune in regularly i 
Hong Kong). It was a thoughtful, 
cisive piece without a hint of dispar- 
agement or condescension; he 
seemed genuinely sorry about some- 
thing which, to him, reflected an un- 
fortunate aspect of the situation in 
the Philippines. 

The sadness felt by Sullivan 
(whom I Googled and learned is 
NPR's South & Central Asian corre- 
spondent) was apparently caused by 
the sight of long queues in front of a 
building in Manila known as the 
POEA, which he spelled out. The 
other countries in Asia which he cov- 
ers are famous, as everyone knows, 
for exports such as cars and TVs 
(apan), clothes and toys (China), 
computers and flowers (Taiwan), 
gems and textiles (Thailand), and 
furniture and handicrafts (Indone- 
sia). 

Sullivan's depression apparently 
stemmed from the fact that the 
Philippines’ main export is its citi- 
zens—10 percent of the population, 
he stated, are migrant workers 
abroad. Describing the lines of peo- 
ple outside the POEA building as 
“looking excited but nervous,” he 
noted that “most looked weary and 
resigned.” 

He interviewed an Emilio Antonio 
who told him he was glad to be 
working overseas because “We are 
like beggars, we cannot choose.” 
Sullivan then spoke to a woman who 
said she was looking forward to 
earning $400 a month as a house- 
maid, even as she was leaving her 
husband and children behind. Their 
stories reflected the old cliched 
dream of going abroad to better 
ones lot and the sadness which 
many of the migrant workers feel at 
leaving home. 

‘On my flight to the United States, 
Thad read “The Inheritance of Loss” 
by the fine young Indian writer Kiran 
Desai, who won the prestigious 
British Booker Prize this year. Re- 


Becoming a population of idiots 


COMMENTARY 
Isabel Escoda 


counting the lives of Third World na- 
tionals who immigrate to find work 
in the West, she tells a story of a 
young Nepali man struggling with 
demeaning dead-end jobs in New 
York City. And she also describes an 
Indian professional who has done 
well in the Midwest. When the pro- 
fessionals father arrives from India 
to visit his son, Desai describes the 
son's feelings thus: 

"He knew what his father 
thought: that immigration, so often 
presented as a heroic act, could just. 
as easily be the opposite; that it was 
cowardice that led many to America; 
fear marked the journey, not brav- 
ery; a cockroachy desire to scuttle to 
where you never saw poverty ... nev- 
er had to suffer a tug to your con- 
science; where you never heard the 
demands of servants, beggars, 
bankrupt relatives, and where your 
generosity would never be openly 
claimed; where by merely looking 
after your own wife-child-dog yard 
you could feel virtuous. Experience 
the relief of being an unknown trans- 
plant to the locals and hide the per- 
spective granted by the journey. 
Ohio was the first place he loved, for 
there he had at last been able to ac- 
quire poise ...” 

This made me think of transplant- 
ed Pinoys and the pride we feel for 
those of our “kababayan” who do 
well abroad, even as we often forget 
the multitudes who struggle abroad 
and end up at the bottom of the pile. 

Desai's earlier book “Hullabaloo 
in a Guava Orchard” (1998) is about 
a young man named Sampath who 
starts out as his family's black sheep 
who then morphs into a sage when 
he decides to alter his life by estab- 
lishing residence atop a guava tree. 
Befuddled people who first think 
he's mad soon decide he's a mystic; 
they come from far and near to peer 
up at the branches to ask him ques- 
tions about life, which he answers in 
convoluted riddles. 

In this book, Desai has a passage 


in which she mentions a member of 
the “Indian Atheist Society” observ- 
ing Sampath perched on top of the 
guava trip while crowds gather 
around him, hanging on to his enig- 
matic answers and words of weird 
advice. This prompts the atheist to 
think that “People like Sampath 
obstructed the progress of this na- 
tion [India] ... they smothered any- 
body who tried to make a stand 
against the vast uneducated hordes, 
swelling and growing toward the 
biggest population of idiots in the 
‘world, even as miniscule little coun 
tries like Taiwan and the Philippines 
‘were forging ahead ... " 

This may be a curious statement to 
make, even though Taiwan and the 
Philippines are indeed “miniscule” in 
population compared to India, the 
world’s largest democracy Though 
‘Taiwan has in many ways been ahead 
of india technologically and commer- 
cially, considering the Philippines as 
“forging ahead” poses the question as 
to which field—in politics perhaps? 
With corruption in India often ex- 
posed and punished, this makes De- 
sa’s comparison interesting. 

So even as Filipinos today de- 
mand the ouster of Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo, she apparently still 
doesn't rank with TT's most corrupt 
leaders. The irony is that, even 
though we're notorious for having 
short memories and forgiving na- 
tures, we have some perverse citi- 
zens who clamor for Joseph Estra- 
da's return as well as those who re- 
vere Ferdinand Marcos. In fact, the 
recent report about new school text- 
books extolling Marcos as a great 
leader shows how history is being 
whitewashed and rewritten. Such a 
travesty of the truth is, no doubt, due 
to the machinations of those surviv- 
ing Marcos relatives in various posi- 
tions of power—not the least of 
them the bizarre Imelda, who per- 
sists in making the Philippines (to 
borrow the words of Desai's atheist) 
“look like growing toward the 
biggest population of idiots in the 
world.” 


Isabel T. Escoda has written about Fil- 
ipinas in Hong Kong in her books “Let- 
ters from Hong Kong,” “Hong Kong 
Postscript” and “Pinoy Abroad.” 
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Fatuous questionsand senators Powerful, 


I WAS LISTENING TO THE 
Senate hearings over the ra- 
dio and 1 could not help feel- 
ing so frustrated and sick to 
my stomach. Regardless of the 
motives of the senators who 
pressed for the investigations, 
I wanted to know what the 
deals were all about 

Administration ^ senators 
were on panic mode, trifling 
with the most inane ques- 
tions. 

Sen. Joker Arroyo hinted 
that the Senate was just being 
used in the NBN inquiry as a 
collection agency for “com- 
missioners.” He was clearly 
implying that although he be- 
lieved there was plenty of 
dirty money lining the pockets. 
of people involved in con- 
tracts with the government, it 
was pointless to delve into the 
irregularities. It was just a 
"simple manter” among 
thieves squabbling over the 
loot. Whar the heck has hap- 
pened to that guy? 

Sen. Miriam Santiago was 
more angry and obsessed with 
the sex life of a witness rather 
than with the substance of his 
testimony about President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's complici- 
ty in the "Hello Garci” election 
fraud. Santiago even wanted 
his missus and his mistresses 


subpoenaed. When will we 
ever have enough of that 
woman's rantings and rav- 
ings? Tell me again, when did 
she say she was going to jump 
off the plane, please? 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile was 
more dissembling with legal 
technicalities and gobbledy- 
gook that detracted from the 
substance of the NBN contro- 
versy. His mission was obvi- 
ously to obfuscate. 

Sen. Francisco Pangilinan 
was his disingenuous self as 
usual. After so many ques- 
tions to the witness who 
spilled the beans on First Gen- 
tleman Jose Miguel Arroyo in 
relation to the NBN stink, he 
wrapped it up with an assur- 
ance from the witness that the 
latter had no personal knowl- 
edge of the Presidents com- 
plicity in the skullduggery 
Fine, let's grant the wife does 
not ‘always know what the 
husband is doing. As it 
panned out later, the Presi- 
dent was reported to have 
gone to China to personally 
Witness the signing of the 
NBN contract. Back home, she 
would declare: "We must hon- 
or government contracts!” 

Hello, again? 

—STEVEY. VESPERA, 
styves888@yahoo.com 


indecent 


1 FOUND THE SEPT. 19 EDI- 
torial, “Indecent haste,” a 
little ' baffling. While the 
body seemed logical, the ti- 
tle confused me. Was it 
meant to imply that if politi- 
cians waited a while before 
offering a pardon to Estrada, 
a pardon wouldn't look so 
indecent? 

My feeling is politicians 
wield their power indecently. 
Not just politicians, but most 
people in power. I suppose 
they have the misguided no- 
tion that when the law gives 
them discretionary power, 
they assume they can do 
whatever they want. 

T believe they understand 
the word wrongly "Discre- 
tion" entails wisdom. When a 
person in power is given dis- 
cretionary power, it only 
means that the law is insuffi- 
cient and the person in power 
has to use his God-given wis- 
dom, his intelligence as a 
well-informed individual to 
make the right decision. 

There is no freedom here, 
There is only foresight or lack 
thereof. Two choices: right or 
wrong. 

—BRIAN BROTARLO, 
brian.brotarlo@lycos.com 


‘Hello, Garci’ will keep on haunting Arroyo 


“DOBLE IS ALREADY FIN- 
ished as a witness. He needs 
somebody else to back up his 
story" This is a statement 
coming from Sen. Richard 
Gordon. (INums, 9/17/07) 
‘What is the truth, Senator 
Gordon, if I may ask? If Vidal 
Doble Jr. is not a credible wit- 
ness, what about the taped 
conversation between Gloria 


Macapagal-Arroyo and then- 
Comelec Commissioner Vir- 
gilio Garcillano? Is it a prod- 
uct of the technical expertise 
of the agents of the Intelli- 
gence Service of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines or 
just an electronic anomaly 
plucked out of thin air by the 
agents to embarrass Ms Ar- 
royo? 


This issue will not die even 
if Senator Gordon and all of 
Ms Arroyo's apologists suc- 
ceed in stonewalling the Sen- 
ate inquiry. It will haunt Ms 
Arroyo for the rest of her polit- 
ical life. 

—ALFONSO DEMAYO, 
hombresiete@yahoo.ca 
120 Pumice Dr. Vallejo, CA, 
94589, USA 
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P40M being spent for Expo Pili; 


BONTOC NIGHT 


‘The moon shines over Bontoc, Mountain Province, competing with the lights from houses and buildings that have sprouted in the area. 


LNER KRISTIAN DAUIGOYINQURER NORTHERN LUZON 


Bolinao beach clean again after 5 years 


BOLINAO, PANGASINAN—MORE THAN 
five years after a massive fish kill hit this 
town and rendered the Guiguiwanen beach 
unfit for swimming, the water in the sea- 
side village is clear again, residents and of- 
ficials here said. 

Margaret Celeste, chair of the Bolinao 
Marine Ecological Fund Foundation, which 
led a clean up of coastal areas and rivers 
here on Friday, said the good condition of 
the Guiguiwanen beach was a "pleasant 
surprise" to those who joined the activity. 

“We are happy that the water of Guigui. 
wanen beach is clear again. This is a public 
beach where people can once again enjoy 
swimming," Celeste said. 

Due to aquaculture activities at the 
Kakiputan Channel, which separates this 
town from Anda, water at the Guiguiwanen 
beach turned murky and caused skin rashes 
among beach goers in the past years. 

The governments of Bolinao and Anda 
have since restricted the operation of fish 
cages and pens in the channel following 
fish kills, the most recent of which hit Anda 
this year 

Celeste said the garbage collected by resi- 
dents in this years coastal cleanup were 
mostly biodegradable, like dried sea grasses 


and seaweeds, coconut husks and leaves. 

She said less non-biodegradable garbage 
were collected this year compared to the 
past years, but volunteers still gathered 15 
sacks of bottles and plastic bags and wrap- 
pers from the 3-km stretch of the beach. 

“Sadly, most of the plastic bags were con- 
tainers of [fish] feed, perhaps thrown into 
the sea by fish cage caretakers and which 
found their way to the beach," Celeste said. 

In Anda town, local officials said struc- 
tures impeding water flow at the Kakiputan 
Channel would be demolished to prevent 
fish kills and pollution in the channel. 

Mayor Nestor Pulido said there are about 
20 fish pens and 22 fish cages in the chan- 
nel hit by a massive fish kill in June. 

“The Kakiputan Channel is the narrowest 
turn from Tambac Bay [in Bani town] to 
Bolinao and based on studies, water should 
flow freely in the channel so that it can 
flush out pollutants to the sea,” Pulido said. 

He said he had ordered che gradual de- 
molition of fish structures in the area and 
had adopted a policy that fish pens will no 
longer be allowed in this town. 

“We would prefer fish cages, because 
these allow water to flow,” Pulido said. 

"We are now identifying exits and entry 


Land feud seen cause 
of clash with MILF men 


COTABATO CITY— 
A land dispute involv- 
ing members of the 
Moro National Liber- 
ation Front (MNLF) 
in Datu Saudi Ampat- 
uan, Maguindanao 
was the culprit behind 
lashes with Moro Is- 
lamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) guerril- 
Jas on Sunday, a rebel 
official said yesterday. 

Von Al Haq, chair 
of the MILF ceasefire 
team, said on Sun- 
day militiamen, led 
by a certain Tamano, 
attacked the group of 
former MNLF com- 
mander Datu Mando 
Tambulangan in 
Barangay — Kitango, 
who were then har- 
vesting their crops. 

‘The two factions 
have been eontesting. 
ownership of a tract 
of land in the town, 
according to Eid Kabalu, MILF civil-military 
chief. 

He said there was ain undetermined num- 
ber of casualties in both sides. 

Kabalu said at the initial clash, MILF 
forces remained calm. 

But he said the militiamen later targeted 
the MILF camp in Kitango, killing one rebel. 

With the involvement of the MILE Kabalu 
said the gunfight raged for several hours. 

We did not start rhe fighting. it wats the 


SOLDIERS take time out for a meal of 
canned sardines as they await deployment in 
Camp General Atienza in Libis, Quezon City. 


CVOs, Their bullets 
landed in our camp 
in Kitango thats 
why we were 
dragged into the 
fighting. We only 
defended our 
camp," Al Haq said. 

Lt. Col Julieto 
Ando, spokesperson 
of the military's 6th 
Infantry. Division, 
told thé Inquirer 
that members of the. 
Malaysian-led Inter- 
national Monitoring 
‘Team (IMT) rushed 
to Kitango around 1 
p.m. to pacify the 
militiamen and the 
MILF but the rebels 
instead fired at 
them. 

"Luckily none of 
them was hurt in 
the attack,” he 
said. 

Ando said the am- 
bush on the IMT 
team clearly showed that the MILF lost con- 
trol of its men. 

The IMT is a body created by the Organi- 
zation of the Islamic Conference to oversee 
the ceasefire agreement between the gov- 
ernment and the MILE 

Al Haq denied MILF forces staged the 
ambush on the IMT contingent, saying the 
bullets had come from the militiamen, 

Charlie Señase and Jeoffrey Maitem. In- 
quirer Mindanao 
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points of water that goes around the island. 
so we can also free them from fishing struc- 
tures that block water flow,” he added. 

He said he implemented a gradual demo- 
lition of the fish structures after bangus 
(milkfish) producers asked him to allow 
them to stay fora while to recoup their loss- 
es from the June fish kill. 

At least P100 million worth of bangus 
went belly up during the recent fish kill. 

“OF course, we perfectly understand that. So, 
we have been demolishing fish pens in a sys 
tematic manner,” Pulido said. Yolanda Sotelo- 
Fuertes and Gabriel Cardinoza, Inquirer 
Northern Luzon 
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CLARK FREEPORT—THE MAMMOTH YET IDLE 


government asset that 


is the P3-billion Expo 


Pilipino here has finally gotten a new lease on life. 


Breathing a fresh start to the 
GO-hectare park is the govern- 
ment itself through the Nayong 
Pilipino Foundation, said Crispin 
Cadiang, NPF’s coordinator for 
this P40-million undertaking. 
The move, led by NPF execu- 
tive director Charito Planas, is 
seen in business circles as daring 
because no private group has ac- 
tually tried to turn it around and 
getover its tarnished past. 


Ramos legacy 

Built by the administration of 
former President Fidel Ramos to 
celebrate the centennial of Philip- 
pine Independence in 1998, the 
Expo Pilipino was mothballed in 
1999, on orders of former Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada, after the Sen 
ate's blue ribbon committee found 
proof of graft in the project. 

In the business sense, however, 
the park still tems with facilities 
and features that can bring in in- 
come to the government's coffers. 

This was what convinced Planas 
to try the proposition of Rene Diaz, 
former presidential adviser for 
Northem Luzon, said Cadiang. 

Than leave it to deteriorate or 
entirely go to waste, the NPF did 
its bit by using what remains of Ex 
po Pilipino's pre-colonial and colo. 
nial plazas, repairing or improving 
those or adding new attractions to. 
the place, Cadiang said. 

In doing so, it shared with the 
Clark Development Corp. the 
task of demonstrating that the. 
Expo Pilipino is still feasible as a 
public or private enterprise. 


Extension 

‘Nayong Pilipino sa Clark Ex- 
po” is how this improved part of 
the park is called. 


— 


Program Offerings 


"The concept is to make this 
an extension of the Nayong 
Pilipino in Pasay City,” said Ca- 
diang, a musical composer and 
former Catholic priest 

At least 53 personnel, includ- 
ing a team of construction 
workers, are involved in this re- 
vival effort. Musician and histo- 
rian Felipe de Leon has helped 
in the research and in the re- 
making of the area as a "buhay 
na yaman" or living heritage. 

‘The replicas of the Ifugao Vil- 
lage, Kalinga Village and Bara- 
soain Church, and the Conven- 
to Theater have been repaired. 
and can now be used. 

The replicas of the houses of 
national hero Dr. Jose Rizal, 
Apolinario Mabini and former 
President Emilio Aguinaldo 
have been restored. 


Existing structures 

Still undergoing repairs are 
the Plaza, Arcadia, the museum 
of ecclesiastical and folk arts, 
and the outdoor theater. 

The additional features are 
ihe Labuad Kapampangan, a 
mini-park of Pampanga culture, 
and the Karinan, a restaurant 
made of bamboo and nipa that 
sits right next to a vegetable 
garden and chicken farm. 

Another feature is the 
"Dambana ng Paghilom (Shrine 
of Healing),” which is set to get 
its own garden of herbal plants. 

Three of seven lodging cot- 
tages have been finished and 
are available for overnight rest 
or retreats. 

The executive lounge, all 
made of hardwood and native 
materials, has hosted small con- 
ferences and meetings. 
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Rights of drug suspects violated, court says 


By Donna Demetillo : naw 3 PDEA agents or policemen. “The 

and Elmer Kristian Dauigoy E problem is that nobody is bold 
Inquirer Northern Luzon enough to fight back,” he said. 

à 4 "They don't catch big fishes. 

(Last of wo parts) k E Most of the people they arrest are 


poor or illiterate. How can these 
BAGUIO CITY—PANGASINAN people file charges when they 
Gov. Amado Espino Jr. said that dont have enough money or 
with the implementation of Re- don't know any better?" he said. 
public Act No. 9165 (Compre- P i á 
hensive Dangerous Drugs Act of s ". = Oversight committee 
2002), the Philippines now had " - With the problems now 
the best law on illegal drugs in 3 d à hounding the governments 
Southeast Asia. = 4 3 campaign against illegal drugs, 
However, Espino, a former rep- 5 x Espino said it was now up to the 
resentative and one of the authors = à congressional oversight commit- 
of RA 9165, said there was much tee on dangerous drugs whether 
to be desired. “The only problem i ee : to amend the law or not. 
isonitsimplementation,” he said. Bl 4 à ! The committee, which is 
Judge Antonio Reyes, who han- Wd i G » headed by the chairpersons of 
dies the Special Anti-Drugs Court : the Senate committee on public 
in this city, said the "haste" by 2 cd T. order and illegal drugs and the 
which RA 9165 had been crafted 3 House committee on dangerous 
"opened the floodgates to the vio- drugs, is composed of seven sen- 
lation of the rights of the accused.” i ; x ators and seven representatives. 
Citing cases decided by the Re- MW N i e "The role of this oversight 
gional Trial Cours Branch 61, E $ committee is really to oversee 
Reyes said Philippine Drug En- , x à ; the implementation of the law 
forcement Agency (PDEA) agents j " E 4 4 and look into its defects so that 
and policemen, in many instances, ” » v these can be corrected within 
had violated the rights of the ac- EM DUM Ki M10 years,” Espino said. 
cused by enforcing warrantless ar- p For instance, the law provides 
rests and searches, and by harm- r a that after five years, all agents of 
ing suspects ("police brutality”). [ $ . the PDEA shall have already grad- 
$ g : r uated from the PDEA Academy, 
Evidence planted : which is supposed to be responsi- 
The first case that Reyes han- THIS PRISTINE view of the rice terraces of Ifugao mask the growing urban malaise, including drug use and sale, brought about by ble for the recruitment and train- 
dledin2002underRA9165 was uncontrolled population there. EVESPRTUMNQURERNORTHEW LUZON ing of all agents and personnel. 
dismissed after the police plant- "It has been five years [since the 
ed evidence on the accused, Bil- cers, police failure to establish person and (conducting arrests ‘The biggest To solve this, Enmodias has law was implemented]. But I don't 
y auo x bid Lac-men. chain of custody of evidence, in] a regular manner to avoid asked his ages = an ler low what happened to that now. 
“There can be no other reasons and warrantless arrests and insinuations of illegal arrest or tigative notebook to record de- My intention then [in han that 
for the patent inconsistencies of searches. planting of evidence." problem that drug is ofevensand operationsso: provider included) war io lin 
the police officers in the details of Reyes described RA 9165 as Asked if stiffer penalties made fe they can refer to this during professional and specially trained 
these cases than the fact that the “harsh” because of the offenses it RA 9165 more effective, Catral enforcement hearings. agents in the PDEA,” Espino said. 
buy-bust operation was fictitious,” classified as unbailable and the said: “No. Otherwise, drug cases . c - 4 Some of the law's provisions ^ The PDEA, he said, was orga- 
Reyessaidinhisdecision."Thepo- stiff penalties it imposed. He said would have been eradicated.” İS facing DOWiS the  arealsodifficulttocomplywith. nized by taking in personnel 
lice involved in these cases simply Section of RA9165, which metes "In my opinion, [stiffer penal- B Enmodiasciteda provision re- from anti-illegal drugs units of 
arrested and made up the charges life imprisonment to an offender ties] are not deterrent [tocrime]. — lure of money. quiring the presence of represen- the Philippine National Police, 
against the two accused who have forthe sale ofany quantity and pu-. Even during the time when we tatives of the media and the De- National Bureau of Investiga- 
rity of drugs, is “unforgiving” had death penalty, heinous with human lives [here]." partment of Justice before the tion and Bureau of Customs. 
crimes still existed,” he said. “If a doctor makes a mistake marking, inventorying, and pho- ^ "T was the one who disagreed 
jail: Harsh Reyes, however, considers RA and kills a patient, he cannot just tographing of confiscated drugs. that these people from PNB NBI 
ELT IS SPECIAL REPORT “if they 6425 a “better law.” make an excuse that he's still per- This is especially difficult to com- and BoC would continuously serve. 
Samsodin Di- caught some- “Itis not the severity of punish- fecting his skills. They should not ply with if their operations are We said that every year, their num- 
analan, who was jailed in 2005 one with a sachet of vetsin ment that isa deterrent to crime. fault the court [for the acquittals]. conductedlateatnighthesaid. — ber should be reduced and within 
and acquitted in May this year, (monosodium glutamate) Its the certainty of punishment. Its a good thing that the court is a five years, sana, ubos na lahat iyon 
Reyes said "there [was] hardly mixed with only traces of RA6425wasabetterlaw because here to correct their imperfec- Complying with law (they should all have been re- 
evidence to show the details shabu, the suspect is booked,” it had degrees [to determine cor- tions," he said. In remote areas ofthe Cordillera, placed). Their appointments were 
pertaining to the impending - hesaid. responding penalties],"hesaid, Catral said he did not fail in re- there are no crime laboratories and very temporary Espino said. 
drug deal and ifatall,the testi- Reyes. is also displeased that minding the PDEA aboutits short- confiscated drugs have to be taken aft 
mony of... the poseur-buyer (a while RA 9165 huti"set graded Understanding RA9165 comings. tothe city for testing. This situation Technicalities 
PDEA agent) was a display of penalties in drug possession cases, ‘Supt. Oliver Enmodias, PDEA “[ already told them the prob- would make complying with the He said most illegal drugs 
incoherence and inconsisten- it did not apply the same require- director of the Cordillera, said lem because they were com- laws 72-hour requirement for the cases had ended up being dis- 
yy” menton the sale ofillegal drugs. that since the PDEA was“relative- plaining about the rush {in issu- fling of charges difficult. missed or with the accused be- 
Reyes, in another decision ac- “I pity them (accused) be- ly young” (it was created in 2002 ing] decisions [acquitting] the _ Enmodias said cases of vio- ing acquitted because of techni- 
quitting Leonard Challoy of cause they are detained straight when RA 9165 was passed), its suspects. They kept on bungling lence only occurred in instances _calities that a law enforcer may 
charges of selling a half brick of away,” he said. agents had yet to have a firm un- their cases,” he said. where offenders resist arrest, and have failed to observe. 
marijuana (340 grams), said Reyes said that under the old derstanding or knowledge of the While he said the police andthe agents were compelled to use “For example, the apprehend- 
the police “failed to observe law, RA 6425, many of the ac- new antidrugs law. PDEA may have identified the sus- force to subdue the suspect. ing officer did not appear [during 
standard operating procedure cused were able to post bail or Itis for this reason, he said, that pects as known drug users or “On our own, we investigate the hearing]. Or the manner the 
fora buy-bust operation.” pleaded guilty to incur lighter monthly refresher training ses- pushers, “sad tosay... {there was] our people and provide constant apprehending officers submitted 
Challoy was arrested and jailed penalties such as probation. sions on RA 9165 were given to irregularity in the procedures inef- guidance," he said. the affidavit. Or illegal search- 
in 2005 and spent two years in “There is less room for police PDEA agents. Training sessions on fecting the arrest ofa respondent” Ering agents are reprimanded es—there are really many,” Espino 
prison before his acquittal. misconduct if penalties are less proper arrests and investigative © Enmodias said the slow pace and warned for the first offense, said. “So, the ones handling these 
In another case, Reyes acquit- harsh,” he said. skills are also conducted regularly. of court proceedings would also but that administrative cases may cases should be professionals who 
ted Rex Cayang-o of charges of nds Enmodias said the PDEA in affect the clarity and consisten- also be fled depending on the are sincere to their careers.” 
selling 23.75 grams of dried mar- Prosecutor's view the Cordillera had hired a legal cy of testimony that a PDEA gravity ofthe offenseand thenum- The biggest problem that 
ijuana when the PDEAs civilian Baguio Prosecutor Conrado officer and four case monitoring agent might give in court. ber of offenses. drug enforcement is facing now 
agent, who did not have police Catral Jr. disagrees. “I don't personnel toreview dismissed or " Enmodias said that bungling is the “lure of money.” 
training, bungled an operation. think [RA 9165 is harsh]. Oth- acquitted cases and recommend Bungling cases of evidence was also a ground “There's big money there. This is 
Records from the RTC Branch erwise, it should have been ren- if these could be revived. He said most agents handled for the filing of administrative why I kept on saying that all those 
61 showed that the most com- dered unconstitutional by the He said their legal officer also several cases at a time and they cases against agents. A provi- involved in the anti-illegal drugs 
mon reasons behind the acquit- Supreme Court,” he said. coordinated with the prosecu- might confuse one set of facts sion in RA 9165 penalizes law campaign must be devoted to this 
tal and dismissal of cases in his — “Idon'tthink that making the tion and helped PDEA agents in for another because of their “re- enforcers who either fail to ac- kind of work. Otherwise, wala tala- 
court are: Dubious buy-bust op- penalty stiff makes [the law] court proceedings and hearings. lianceon memory" count confiscated drugs, plant gang mangyayari diyan (nothing 
erations, lack of buy-bust mon- harsh. The drug menace isthere But Reyes said: "[The PDEA] “Nalilito sila sa dami ng cases evidence or bungle cases. will happen there),” he said. With a 
ey in operations, contradicting but it is only a matter of prose- should be perfect [in handling (They are confused because of the But Reyes said no complaint report from Gabriel Cardifioza, 
testimonies of arresting offi- cuting and catching the right cases] because they are dealing volume of cases),” he said. had been filed against erring Inquirer Northern Luzon 


Gloria execs Fakes costing RP billions 
continue 


word war = of pesos a year, TREES exec 
on SCTEx By David Israel Sinay ; pum 3. 


"We really have to strength- 
» Jr en the Bureau of Customs," 
Cristobal said, citing the high 
momo CITY—THE COUNTRY dà 73 volume of counterfeit goods 
CLARK FREEPORT—SECRE- has incurred revenue losses pac? $ coming in from other coun- 
tary Edgardo Pamintuan said SS Se running to billions of pesos due . tries. 
Bases Conversion Develop- THE IMPOSING tower of the Diosdado Macapagal International tothe entry of counterfeit goods E $} i However, he noted that en- 
ment Authority president Airport (DMIA) juts out in the Clarle civil aviation complex. The in the market, said Adrian : t forcement alone of the intellec- 
Narciso Abaya should give DMIAisbeing poised as the country’s future premier international | Cristobal, director general of In- tual property right (IPR) law 
advice than merely follow airport. ronerieopenquecacenteanwuzon | tellectual Property of the Phili could not solve the problem and 
the order of President Maca- pines (IPP). t that it has to be stopped at the 
pagal-Arroyo on where to compliance of Abaya to the di- he locked horns with Abaya "We lose a lot of revenue on,’ 7 Bes borders and at the level of sup- 
build the interchanges of the rective of Ms Arroyo to build an over the building of other in- | taxes that may have been used i SR pliers. 
SubicClark-Tarlac Express- interchange at the Porac-Ange- terchanges. for social services because of E WC PA 
way. les City boundary. As Abaya followed Ms Ar- | these fakes’ under valuation ES jp 'Wateness 
“I salute [Abaya] for be- royos order, Pamintuan and illegal importation (smug- jus Rr s Cristobal said there was a 
ing a former chief of staff Obey first Sen. Manuel “Lito” Lapid | gling) that affect the local in- 1 "SS need for public awareness, ed- 
[ofthe Armed Forces of the Abaya has understood that and Rep. Carmelo Lazatin | dustries and intellectual prop- RERO eese bi dde ucation, enforcement and 
Philippines] but with deci- the site is in Porac's Barangay have lobbied for inter- | erty owners,” Cristobal told par- to good use in the home-based stronger border controls to 
sion-making, I'm sorry,” Manuali that provides access to changes in Barangay Planas | ticipants of a seminar on intel- production of decorative materials, Promote the importance of in- 
Pamintuan, chair of the the Pampanga capital of San in Porac and in Barangay | lectual property policy held at ‘The influxofsmugeled counterfeit ‘ellectual property in the 
Subic-Clark Alliance for De- Fernando as well as southern Friendship/Margot in Ange- | the Western Visayas State Uni- goodsis stealing billions of pesos Philippines: 
velopment Council, said on and eastern towns. les City. versity on Sept. 19 for the busi- fom these workers. — ^ wwogus “Consumers must also re- 
Thursday. The BCDA chief, he said, Pamintuan has submitted | ness sector and on Sept. 20 for. Grerrwnqurexsoum-ewLu20N spect the intellectual property 
"He's still like a military should look at the technical a three-page memorandum, | the academe. r rights (IPR). There are a lot of 
general who strictly follows and financial aspects of dated Sept. 14, to Ms Arroyo | pi 4p in seized good: billion worth of local and for- fake cosmetics and medicines 
orders from the commander- building an interchange to push for the two sites. inseized goods eign counterfeit goods, in- being sold. They patronize 
in-chief,” he said. there. Tonette Orejas, Inquirer He said that, for the firstsix cluding pencils, medicines, these because they are cheap 
He was referring to the  Pamintuan’sremarkscameas Central Luzon months of 2007 alone, the shampoos, bags and shoes. but they pose risks,” Cristobal 
— LL LLL... government has seized P1.4 among others said. 
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Ratings of Gloria, Mike dip amid NBN scandal 


From page Al 


ence between the number of respon- 
dents who are satisfied and dissatis- 
fied. The survey had a margin of error 
of plus or minus 3 percentage points. 
Ms Arroyo has been the least pop- 
ular of the four Philippine presidents 
since democracy was restored in 
1986, the SWS had said previously. 
‘The latest survey was taken from 
Sept. 2 to Sept. 5 when allegations 
of bribery and overpricing in the 
$329-million National Broadband 
Network project the government 
had awarded to China's ZTE Corp. 
began to hit newspaper headlines. 
Ms Arroyo's husband was linked 
to the controversy when business- 
man Jose “Joey” de Venecia TIL, 
whose company was also contend- 
ing for the project, claimed that Mike 
rroyo tried to browbeat him into 
withdrawing his firm's proposal. 


From neutral to negative 

“Net satisfaction with the Presi- 
dent dropped back to the negative 
level of the second to the fourth 
quarters of 2006, after being roughly 
neutral in first and second quarters 
of 2007,” SWS said in a statement 

SWS noted that the average pro- 
portion trusting Mike Arroyo was 
only 20 percent, while the average 
proportion distrusting him was 51 
percent since 2001. 

That gave him an average net 
trust rating of -31 from January 
2001 to September 2007. 

The survey showed that Mike Ar- 
royo was also “relatively distrusted” 
even by those who were satisfied 
with Ms Arroyo. 

Nearly half (49 percent) of those 
who were satisfied with Ms Arroyo's 
performance distrusted Mike Ar- 
royo, while 67 percent of those who 
were dissatisfied with her perfor- 
‘mance also distrusted him. 

Although wielding no official 
powers, Mike Arroyo is regarded as 
an influential backroom operator 
and a vocal backer of his wife 
against political rivals. He has been 
linked to illegal gambling payoffs in 
the past, but has denied the charges. 

SWS attributed the drop in Ms Ar- 
royo's net satisfaction rating to “loss 
of support from Visayas and Min- 
danao, and worsening dissatisfac- 
tion in Luzon outside Metro Manila.” 

Net satisfaction with Ms Arroyo 
dropped from +10 in June (48 percent 
satisfied, 38 percent dissatisfied) to +1 
in September (40 percent satisfied, 38 


IN THE KNOW 


The negative list 


OTHER PERSONALITIES WHO 
scored low in public esteem in 
SWS surveys since 2001 were: 

© Laari Enriquez, former Pres- 
ident Joseph Estrada's mistress, 
who scored a net trust rating of -35 
ina survey following the July 2003 
Oakwood mutiny, after she was 
mentioned as the owner of a house 
in which rebel paraphernalia were. 
allegedly found. 

* Former Manila Rep. Mark 
Jimenez, who scored a net trust 
rating of -37 in a survey conducted 
December 2002 at the height of the 


percent dissatisfied) inthe Visayas. 

It fell from +8 (44 percent satis- 
fied, 36 percent dissatisfied) to -1 
(38 percent satisfied, 38 percent 
dissatisfied) in Mindanao; and from 
-6 (37 percent satisfied, 43 percent 
dissatisfied) to -18 (32 percent sat- 
isfied, 50 percent dissatisfied) in 
Luzon outside Metro Manila. 


Urban areas 
In Metro Manila, however, it recov- 
ered from net -31 (26 percent satisfied, 
57 percent dissatisfied) to -24 (28 per- 
cent satisfied, 52 percent dissatisfied). 
Dissatisfaction with Ms Arroyo 


‘Trust in First Gentleman 
Jose Miguel Arro) 


Much Trust Net trust 
Jan-01 39% | 14 
Sep-01 — 28 
No00 21 
Mar-02 — 22 
May-02 — 20 
Sep-02 — 23 
Mar03 — 23 
Sep-03 — 17 
Nov-03 — 16 
Feb-04 — 21 
Mar05 , 16 
May-05 | 17 
Aug-05 | 14 
Dec05 ^ 18 
Mar06 — 17 
Jun-06 — 18 
Sep-06 , 18 
Nov-06 | 18 
Feb-07 | 19 
Sep-07 | 20 


controversy surrounding his extra- 
dition in 2002. 

‘© Businessman Kim Wong, 
who scored a net trust rating of -39 
in an October 2001 survey, follow- 
Ing allegations that Wong delivered. 
drugs to Jude Estrada, son of for- 
mer President Estrada, in 1999. 

‘© Communist Party of the 
Philippines founder Jose Maria Si- 
son, who scored a net trust rating 
of -47 in March 2005. 

© Former Autonomous Region 
in Muslim Mindanao Gov. Nur Mis- 
uari, who scored a net trust rating 
of-55inMarch2005. Kate Pe- 
droso, Inquirer Research 


worsened in urban areas, while it 
turned from "mainly satisfied" to 
“merely neutral" in rural areas. 

Her net satisfaction rating in ur- 
ban areas dropped from -12 in June 
(36 satisfied, 48 percent dissatis- 
fied) to -18 in September (32 per- 
cent satisfied, 50 percent satisfied). 

In rural areas, it dropped from 
+8 (44 percent satisfied, 36 per- 
cent dissatisfied) to -3 (36 percent 
satisfied, 39 percent dissatisfied). 

Across socioeconomic classes, 
satisfaction with Ms Arroyo's per- 
formance declined among mem- 
bers of Classes D and E. 

It fell from neutral (40 percent 
satisfied, 40 percent dissatisfied) in 
June to net -13 (33 percent satisfied, 
46 percent dissatisfied) in Septem- 
beramong members of Class E. 

It worsened from net -5 (39 per- 
cent satisfied, 44 percent dissatis- 
fied) to net -12 (34 percent satis- 
fied, 46 percent dissatisfied) among 
members of Class D. 

Satisfaction with Ms Arroyo 
“slightly improved” among the mid- 
dle-to-upper Classes ABC from +4 
(41 percent satisfied, 37 percent 
dissatisfied) to +8 (46 percent sat- 
isfied, 38 percent dissatisfied). 

The survey used face-to-face in- 
terviews with 1,200 adults divided 
into random samples of 300 each in 
Metro Manila, the rest of Luzon, 
Visayas and Mindanao, SWS said. 

It said the survey was not com- 
missioned and was done on SWS's 
own initiative as part of its quarter- 
ly Social Weather Surveys. With a 
report from AP 
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Net satisfaction ratings 


Philippine Presidents: 1986 to September 2007 
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Who is Francisco? 


LAWYER ERNESTO FRANCISCO LAND- 
ed in newspaper headlines in 1998 
when he filed a lawsuit against toll col- 
lection on the Coastal Road. 

Francisco said the Public Estates Au- 
thority and its Malaysian partner United 
Engineers Malaysia-Mara Philippines 
Corp. did not consult motorists before 
imposing the toll fees. PEA denied the 
charge. He lost the case. 

Francisco was then an associate in the 
Accra law office, which he joined in 
1990, For committing a breach of office 
policy for filing the lawsuit without its 
consent, Accra fired Francisco. 

In November 2001, Francisco filed an 
impeachment complaint against Om- 
budsman Aniano Desierto. The lawyer 
claimed that in 1997, Desierto received 
from his client Luke Roxas video equip- 
ment worth more than P270,000 and 
P500,000 in cash in exchange for sitting 
ona case involving Roxas bank. 


Desierto said the complaint was part 
of a “well-funded demolition job” aimed 
at institutions involved in the plunder 
trial of deposed President Joseph Estra- 
da, which he was prosecuting. 

Roxas later said Francisco's allega- 
tions were all false. 

In December 2001, the House com- 
mittee on justice junked the impeach- 
ment complaint. 

Francisco then trained his guns on 
Speaker Jose de Venecia, whom he ac- 
cused of maneuvering the justice commit- 
tee vote. He also asked the House to inves- 
tigate De Venecia's alleged involvement in 
stopping the probe on the so-called 1997 
Petron scam involving Roxas’ Bank. 

Bank Southeast Asia was then being 
investigated after a syndicate was able to 
encash checks amounting to P539 mil- 
lion that Petron Corp. had issued as pay- 
ment to the Bureau of Customs. Cyrill. 
Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
Manila 


INVITATION TO PREQUALIFY AND BID 


4. The Government of the Republic of the Philippines, through the 
Department of Public Works and Highways. invites interest 
parlicpants to the Build-Trensler-and Operate (BTO) tendonng of the 


NAME OF THE PROJECT: PANGUIL BAY BRIDGE PROJECT 
PROVINCE MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL AND 
LANAO DEL NORTE 
The project involves 1) the financing, design. 
Construction, maintenance and operation. 
through the BTO scheme. of a bridge with 
approximate length of 2.360 m and approach 
Fond of 1.240 m cross the Pangull Bay betweon 
Tubod. Lanao del Norte and Tangub City 
Misamis Occidental; 2) Mangrove conservation 
Inthe vieinny of the bridge sio; and 3) Right- 
Gl-way acquisition 
2. This wil be implemented through the BTO scheme as provided for In 
as amended by RA 7718, aiso known as tho BOT Law, with 
ading a maximum casi subsidy of 900 Millon and 


score or WORK 


Lawyer asks Ombudsman ... 


From page Al 


these high-ranking government officials 
are prohibited from directly or indirectly 
engaging in transactions with the govern- 
ment, exerting undue influence on the out- 
budsman Aniano Desierto in 2001. He lost come of public bidding and government 
both cases. (See In the Know above the sto- contracts, having financial or pecuniary in- 
ry) terest in any business, contract or transac- 

Citing news reports and clippings, tion with the government, among others. 
Francisco stressed an urgent need for the Violation of these provisions will subject 
antigraft body to conduct its own investi- the offender to criminal liabilities and will 
gation parallel to the ongoing Senate render null and void all agreements, con- 
probe on the participation of Arroyo and tracts, and any other transaction entered 
Abalos, the alleged broker, in the NBN into with the government. 
deal with China. 

He said certain big personalities and high 
government officials, including Arroyo and 
Abalos, might be spared from investigation, 
especially with the suspension of the NBN 
deal ordered by Ms Arroyo. 


Code of conduct 
Francisco also cited Executive Order No. 
317 stipulating the code of conduct for rela- 
tives, close personal relations of the President, 
Vice President and members of the Cabinet. 
Under the executive order, relatives of 


í à 4 


à, Any indiviâual, partnership, corporation or fm, whether local of 
Toreon, Including joint venture or consortia of local, foreign or local 
and foreign firms, subject to ino limite set under the provisions of RA 
7746, may apply tor prequaliication and, i prequalified, participate In 
the bidding for said project. 


tion of a toll fee on the coastal road and initi- 
ated an impeachment complaint against Om- 


4. Prequalification forms will be Issued io prospective applications 
Siarung October 02, 2007 at the Procurement Office of the Civil Works 
(POCW). Sth Floor, DPWH Bldg., Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, Manil 
Shon presentation of their Lener of Intent and receipt of non- refundabl 
Payment of P2,000.00. The deadline for submission of accomplished 
Bregueliicaton documents should not be later than 10:00 AM, Novombor 
RE 2007. Prequabicalion documents wit bo opened at 200 PM, on tna 
same cate. 


5. The DPWH will notfy ali prequalified and prodisqualiled applicants on 

Become, 04, 2007, Bid documents wil be issued on January 04, 2008 to 

prequalified bidders upon presentation of the receipt of 

Payman of P20.000.00. A pre-bd conference wil be neid at 
‘Gent Works (POCW), Sih Floor, DPWH Bldg. 
Mania on February 4, 2008 at 9:0 AM. 


retunaable 
"Procurement 
jontacio Drive, 


Disgusted and sickened 

"Like most citizens, work very hard to eam 
an honest living. Thus, I am very disgusted and 
sickened by the unfolding of recent events rel- 
ative to the [broadband] deal,” Francisco said. 

"The suspension does not absolve any one 
of liability if it is finally determined that 
there were irregularities committed. On the 
other hand, if at all, the ordered suspension 
ofthe deal by [Ms Arroyo] is strongly indica- 
tive of the possibility that the deal was in 
fact attended by irregularities," he stated. 


6. The deadine for submission of bids is scheduled at 10.00 AM. on Apri 
522008 at the Procurement Office for Civil Works (POCW), St Floor, 
Dewi Bx. Boniface Drive, Port Area, Mania. This bids wil be opened 
21 200 PM on the same day. 


the right to reject any or all bid 


in and accept the offer most adv 


This, Ad is puid Fut by thes Prevarctal Governar 


(594.) DIMAS s SOGUILON 
Assistant Secretary and Chairman 
Coniral Office Bide and Awards Committee 
(BAC) for Civil Works 
(Regions iX, X, Xi, XI and XII) 
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Razon named national police chief 


By Alcuin Papa. 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
yesterday announced the appointment 
of Deputy Director General Avelino Ra- 
zon as the next chief of the 125,000- 
strong Philippine National Police. 

Razon, currently PNP administration 
head, will replace Director General Oscar 
Calderon when the later retires on 
(Oct. 1 upon reaching the age of 56. 

‘Ms Arroyo made the announcement 
during a business forum in Iligan City. 

A graduate of the Philippine Military 
‘Academy, Class 74, Razon made a name 


tracking down intemational terrorists and 

Razon, 54, was formerly deputy group 
commander for special operations of the 
Presidential Security Group and com- 
mander of PNP Region 7. In 1996, he 
‘was appointed chief of the Westem Po- 
lice District. 

‘During the 1996 Asia-Pacific Econom- 
ic Cooperation summit in Subic, then 
President Fidel Ramos tapped Razon to 
head the critical security operations. He 
also took charge of securing the heads of 
state who attended the Association of 
South East Asian Nations summit in Ce- 


bu early this year 

Razon's qualifications include exper- 
tise in Ranger operations, intelligence, 
underwater search and rescue, airborne 
operations, counterrevolutionary war- 
fare, and drug law enforcement, 

He is a sharpshooter, consistently 
topping shooting competitions, and 
an avid motorcycle rider. During his 
stint at the WPD, he started the “bike 
patrols” in Manila, 

In an interview with the INQUIRER, 
Razon thanked President Arroyo “for 
her trust and confidence.” 

The appointment is a birthday gift 


“We promise to do good for the citi 
zenry. This is a challenge to step up 
our service to the public,” he said. 

He said his first order to the PNP 
would be to "continue the programs” of 
his predecessors, “There should be sus- 
tainability of the programs of bringing 
the police closer to the community" 

Calderon said he believed Razon 
was “competent to lead the organiza- 
tion. I am happy for him. He has the 
support of the officers of the PNR” 

Razon was also reportedly the 
choice of prominent Chinese busi- 
nessmen and civic organizations 


for Razon, who turns 55 on Thursday. 


Isafp chief 
during time 
of ‘Garci’ 
tapes retires 


By Nikko Dizon 


Ano man ang aming pangako, - 
gagawin namin ang lahat~ 
matupad lang ito. 

Ganyan ang serbisyong Globe. 
May isang salita. 


‘THE MILITARY NO LONGER HAS JURISDIC- 
tion over Vice Admiral Tirso Danga—who has 
been summoned to appear in the Senate inves- 
tigation of the "Hello Garci" wiretapping con- 
troversy—following his retirement yesterday 
from the Armed Forces of the Philippines. 

"We lose military custody over him with 
his retirement,” Lt. Col. Bartolome Bacarro, 
AFP spokesperson, said. 

Danga was among the government and 
military officials prevented by Executive 
Order No. 464 and Memorandum Circular 
108 issued by Malacafiang from testifying 
in congressional hearings. 

He was chief of the Intelligence Service 
of the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(Isafp) at the time its agents were allegedly 
wiretapping the conversations of certain 
government officials around the time of the 
2004 presidential elections. 

Ina surprising twist, the wiretaps caught 
several mobile phone conversations be- 
tween President Macapagal-Arroyo and 
former Election Commissioner Virgilio Gar- 
cillano on the vote count in the polls. 

The President denied committing elec- 
toral fraud and she apologized for making 
the improper calls. The issue, however, has 
refused to die since 2005 when it was 
brought to light, and the Senate has re- 
opened the Hello Garci probe. 

Bacarro said he was not sure if Isafp had 
rules that prevent retired intelligence offi- 
cers from divulging information about the 
unit's operations. 

Danga turned 56 yesterday, the manda- 
tory retirement age in the military. His last 
post was as chief of the Western Command 
in Palawan, which he relinquished in June. 


Defense reporters 
lose computers 


BURGLARS BROKE INTO THE PRESS OF- 
fice at Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City yes- 
terday and stole three central processing 
units (CPUs), raising questions on the secu- 
rity at the sprawling headquarters of the 
‘Armed Forces of the Philippines, as well as 
speculations of media harassment. 

Ina statement, the Defense Press Corps, 
comprised of some 40 print and broadcast 
journalists covering the military and de- 
fense beats, condemned the break-in. 

Remate reporter Verlin Ruiz, the outgoing 
press corps president, said that while the authori- 
ies were investigating the incident and the 
newsmen did not want to speculate on motives, 
“it cannot be discounted that some of us would 
think thar this is some form of harassment.” 

Tt also could have been an inside job, the 
group acknowledged. 

The three CPUs were part of the comput- 
ers used by Ruiz, Victor Reyes of Malaya, 
Anthony Vargas of The Manila Times and 
Dennis Carcamo of Manila Standard Today 
to file their stories. 

They were the newest of the seven com- 
puters at the press office. 

The burglars, however, did not take with 
them a brand new television set, cable con- 
verter and other items in the office. 

Ruiz and Joy Cantos of Pilipino Star 
Ngayon discovered the burglary at around 
10 a.m. yesterday. 

Ruiz said this was the first time the press 
office, consisting of two rooms, a toilet and 
Kitchen, had been broken into. It is located 
beside the AFP Public Information Office 
behind the grandstand. 

“We also have questions about the break- 
in... we are appealing to everyone to make 
themselves available for investigation,” 
said Lt. Col. Bartolome Bacarro, AFP 
spokesperson. Nikko Dizon 
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Ex-vice mayor 
found guilty of 
indirect contempt 


Jail term ‘very harsh’-Brillante 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


THE SANDIGANBAYAN YESTER- 
day convicted former Makati Vice 
Mayor Roberto Brillante of indi- 
rect contempt after he accused 
three of its justices of accepting 
P10 million in bribe money from 
Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay in 
exchange for dismissing a case he 
was facing last year. 


The antigraft court's Third Division sen- 
tenced Brillante to six months imprison- 
ment and ordered him to pay a P30,000 
fine. However, he was freed on bail after he 
posted a bond of P10,000 later in the day. 
The conviction stemmed from Brillante's 
statements at a press conference in Novem- 
ber last year alleging that Justices Godofre- 
do Legaspi, Efren de la Cruz and Norberto 
Geraldez did not study the documents sup- 
porting the graft charge against Binay. 
Instead, he claimed that the three occu- 
pied themselves with counting the money 


they received from the mayor. Brillante 
held the press conference after the court 
junked the graft complaint he had filed 
against Binay in 2003 over the mayor's al- 
leged purchase of overpriced furniture and 
fittings for the new Makati City Hall be- 
tween 1999 and 2001. 

‘The three justices later ordered Brillante 
to explain why he should not be cited for in- 
direct contempt. 

“Brillante justified his statements by hid- 
ing under the mantle of freedom of speech 
and expression ... the making of contemp- 
tuous statements directed against the court 
was not an exercise of free speech; rather, it 
was an abuse of such right,” said the court 
decision penned by Legaspi. 

Brillante, meanwhile, said the six-month 
jail term was “very harsh" but only to be ex- 
pected from the justices who, he said, acted 
as “judge, jury and executioner.” 

“I was expecting to be reprimanded by 
the court, and to be given the usual 30-day 
prison term and the maximum fine of 
30,000,” he said. “But six months is too 
harsh for an indirect contempt charge,” he 
added. 

Brillante said that he would file an ap- 
peal in the Supreme Court. With DJ Yap 


Edsa traffic lighter by weekend 


By Dj Yap 


THE LAYING OF 


SETTING UP & MANAGING EFFECTIVELY AN 


LL o. DIDYOUKNOW _ 


-——— TODAY is the 128th birth anniversary of Lope K. Santos, who was born 

1 Ti Y in Pasig on Sept. 25, 1879. The late poet and novelist, who is remem- 

3 E bered as the Father of Filipino Grammar, was named director of the 
Surian ng Wikang Pambansa during Manuel L. Quezon's administra- 
tion. As senator from 1919 to 1922, Santos authored the law creating 

Bonifacio Day. He also introduced measures that aimed to improve the : 

‘working conditions of workers. Santos died on Labor Day in 1963. 

Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 
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NGO OR FOUNDATION SEMINAR, Oct. 24, 2007. 
Topics: Getting Organized; Complete Project Cycle; Ky -——— z a 
Sourcing of Funding; Best Practices & Techniques; & pA RU Ai f 
Sustainability. Venue: Legend Hotel, 60 Pioneer St, | Your deposits can be your ticket to that second 
Mandaluyong City, 1-5 PM. Early bird registrants get 10% - honeymoon you've always been planning for. 
discount. Call TKCP at 531-0084; 578-9833 CP: 0919- eat Sg Soe NN SS a 

2299777; 0919-2299780; 0915-7804379 or email: " 
tritiumGpldtdsl.net or tkep_ph@yahoo.com. Limited seats 
only. Register Now! 


No Scalp 
Irritations! 


drainage pipes to re- 
duce or eliminate 
flooding on Edsa is 
taking longer than 
anticipated, prompt- 
ing the Metropolitan. 
Manila Develop- 
ment Authority 
(MMDA) to advise 
the public to take al- 
ternate routes to 
avoid traffic jams. 
The agency has 
promised to work 
double time on the 
flood contro pro- 
ject, which has led 
to heavy traffic on 
the thoroughfare for 
the past several 
days. It hopes to 
complete the pipe- 
laying by Friday. 


Alternate routes 
Instead of taking 
Edsa-Main Avenue, 
motorists may use 
roads leading to C- 
5, Hemady, Mother 
Ignacia Avenue and 
the route leading to 
the — Makati-Man- 
daluyong Bridge, 
said Angelito Vergel 
de Dios, MMDA 
Traffic Operations 
Center chief. 
MMDA Flood 
Control and Sewer- 
age Management 
Office Director Bal- 
tazar Melgar asked 
the public for more 
patience, noting that 
the MMDA closed 
only two lanes on 
Edsa, leaving four 
open to motorists. 
“Traffic flow is 
relatively smooth 
from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., but the situa- 
tion worsens during 
rush hour,” he said. 
The MMDA is in- 
stalling 48-inch 
cross pipes from 
Main Avenue cross- 
ing Edsa toward a 
nearby creek to di- 
vert — floodwaters 
from the highway. 


^45 without having to sell your assets! 
e 


live Dream 


Afraid she'd notice your dandruff when she gets too MA 
close? Get rid of persistent dandruff, flakes and other 
scalp irritations! Not only are they embarrassing if left 
untreated they could also lead to more serious problems. 
Put an end to the itching and scratching with Svenson's 
Scalp Corrective Treatments. They work by treating 
the roots of the hair and restoring the scalp to its 
normal, balanced state. Your scalp will be healthier, and 
your hair will look even better! Now, you'll never 
worry about getting closer Call now for a free 
consultation. 


Dn: 
Whatever your dream may be, you can now fulfill it with BPI Family Savings Bank LIVE YOUR DREAM Credit Line. 
Apply for a Live Your Dream Credit Lipe using the following collaterals: 


+ Highly marketable real estate properties 
+ Traded club shares accredited by the bank 
+ PSE-listed shares of stock accredited by the bank 


* Deposits with any branch of BPI, BPI Family Savings 
Bank or BPI Direct Savings Bank 

+ Investment Funds/Placements with BPI Asset 
‘Management and Trust Group (AMTG) 

* Government Securities. 


Use your Live Your Dream Credit Line for the dream business you've always wanted, for the dream vacation 
you've been planning for, for your child's education, or for stock market opportunities. 


The Live Your Dream Credit Line conveniently comes with a checkbook for easy availment. It allows you to pay 
interest only for the number of days that you actually use the facility. Monthly payments for the principal are not 


required. You may pay-any availment anytime, fully or partially, as your cash flow permits. 


Start fulfilling your dreams with Live Your Dream Credit Line! 


Svenson 


End Your Hairloss Today 
BINONDO ALABANG cesu 


TuPfedan loue UF Canand-Frabeia TEU 234-881 
[^ [^ TI Kappa Car. 


Call 892-HAIR (4247) 


MAKATI TOMAS MORATO 
IAF OT Towe VF CKB Cantar 


For more information, call 754-6596 or 89-100, log on to bpiexpressonline.com 
or visit any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 
Provincial Business Centers: Pampanga (045) 961-8378, San Pablo (049) 562-3711, 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
Lipa (043) 757-1000, Cebu (032) 231-3395, Davao (082) 235-3558 


Geb started on lomorron 


IMJETRO WIE 


GMA administration more corrupt than Erap's? 


PRESIDENT .GLORIA WILL + PRACT both the Supreme Courtand the lice (PNP) high command says cause they find the place full of 
grant with alacrity convicted for- ^ If businessman Jose “Joey” President herself, the problem stations and precincts will be cops who think they're mas- 
mer President Erap's request that de Venecia III, son and name- tem facing the ZTE Corp.,thealleged cleaned or repaired to make’ ters instead of public servants. 
he be given absolute pardon sake of the Speaker, is telling briber, is how to get back the them look presentable to the For example, instead of get- 
without him admitting guilt. the truth on the $329-million i money it has advanced. public, and thus build trust ting sympathy from a desk of- 
Her advisers have apparently National Broadband Network Of course, the money mustal- and confidence in the police. ficer at the station, a com- 
told her that ifshe grants pardon (NBN) project, then what Erap J ready have been spent by the But however clean and plainant is either ignored or 
to Erap, her successor might also allegedly stole from the coun- — — —— bribe recipients. One report says spruced up a precinct or sta- shouted at. 
look kindly on her should shebe try is peanuts compared to One of the recipients already tion is, if its occupants are Worse, some police investi- 
convicted of the same offense of this administration’s reported lion the other amounts al- bought a P200-million mansion grouchy and discourteous to gators demand money for 
plunder in the future. corruption. legedly earned by the grafters inan exclusive village. complainants, the bad image gasoline or bond paper from 
Plunder cases and cases in- The Chinese firm ZTE Corp. in other controversial billion- And who knows, part of the ofthe police will not improve. an aggrieved citizen so his. 
volving the disappearances and has allegedly advanced $50 peso projects like the fertilizer bribe money might have already There's an old Filipino say- complaint may be attended to, | 
murders of political activists and million to some government scam and the Diosdado Maca- been deposited in some Euro- ing that no matter how old There are instances when a 
journalists await GMA after she bigwigs and influential people pagal Highway construction pean banks. and rundown a house is, if its citizen calls a police station or 
steps down in 2010. for the approval of the NBN overprice, and youhave mind- ^ Had those guys been dealing occupants are human and hu- precinct because there is trou- 
"What goes around comes contract. boggling figures. with the Mafia, they would now mane beings, then thehouseis ble in his neighborhood, only 
around. That's the law of karma. Multiplied at the current ex- x be dead. stilla home. to be told that there is no vehi- 
What she has done to Erap change rate of P46 to the US Now that the controversial te Most citizens avoid going to cle for responding cops so they 


will surely be done to her. dollar, that's P2.3 billion in project has been suspended by The Philippine National Po- a police station or precinct be- can go to the troubled spot. 


Qc housewife Exhumed body of girl subjected to new tests 


loses P1.7M; 


1 By Allison W. Lopez Memorial Park in Sucat, dental examination and DNA NBI-STF head agent Amel 7 ^ 
suspect in d ParahaqueCinatl3Opm. testing Dalumpines said the results of | METROBRIEFS 
FORENSIC EXPERTS YESTER- A priest blessed the coffin be- “Of course, I'm sad because the DNA exam would be out af- BEN 
rob nabbed day exhumed the body of the fore it was brought to a chapel my daughters body was dis- teramonth. Robbers strike in QC 
young girl—believed to be that inside the memorial park where turbedbutihopeitwouldallbe He added that they were still THREE unidentified men yester- 
bv cops of Geraldine Palma—found in- forensic experts conducted an worth the trouble,” said Gerald looking for Ontog, whom they day robbed two employees of the 
y cop: side a suitcase in Tondo last “exhaustive re-autopsy” that in- Palma, whose DNA sample was considerasthekeytothePalma Bureau of Internal Revenue of 
month and subjected it a bat- cluded an X-ray, fingerprinting, taken last Wednesday. case. over P400,000 in cash and 
By Kenneth M. del Rosario tery of tests to confirm the vic- checks belonging to the bureau's 
tim’s identity. cooperative. BIR clerk Alberto 
AHOUSEMAIDWAS ARRESTED The forensic experts were led Napifias, 48, and Randy Trebajo, 
last week by the police after her by Dr. Renato Bautista of the 20, a utility worker, told police 
employer lost more than P1.7 National Bureau of Investiga- that they were on their way to the 
million in cash and jewelry. tion medico-legal division. Land Bank of the Philippines on 

Evelyn de Guia-Magboo, 48, They were accompanied by sai Timog Avenue, Quezon City, to 
a resident of Victorian Heights, members of the bureau's Spe- ME deposit the money when three 
Novaliches, Quezon City, called cial Task Force and the Manila men pointed guns at them and 
up the police at 5 p.m. Friday to Police District’s homicide divi- ke Y declared a holdup. The victims. 
report that her helper, Preciosa sion. said they were forced to hand 
Cajara, 40, had made off with The MPD and NBI are con- over the P216,500 In cash and 
P1.2 million in cash and over ducting parallel investigations P183,292 worth of checks they 
P500,000 worth of jewelry. of the rape and killing of Palma, were carrying. Authorities said 

Magboo told authorities that a 7-year-old student who disap- they are looking Into the possibll- 
she was at work when she re- peared with her nanny, Marites ity of an inside job after Napifias 
ceived a call from her son who  Ontog, last August. and Trebajo told them they had 
told her that he could not enter The body recovered was be- been depositing money in the 
their house because it was lieved to be Palma’s until Mani- bank just a few blocks away from 

locked. la police raised doubts about the BIR office on Quezon Avenue 

Cajara, her son added, was the girl's identity after Palma's every day for the last couple of 
nowhere to be found. records showed she was several months. 

One of Magboo's sons later inches shorter than the. girl in Kenneth M. del Rosario 
came home and the brothers the suitcase. um 5 - 
decided to enter the house — Palma's parents, Gerald and i ed -—— uM $ ` Prisoners stage riot 
through a window, policesaid. Felma, were present when per- x Tesei OS ` PRISONERS at the Bureau of Im- 

mete hoe he mo die sonnel ofthe uneraria Par dog THEBODY believed tobe that of7-year-od Gerskdine Palma was exhumed yesterday at the Mania migration detention facility in 
covered that the door leading to up the girl's coffin at the Manila Memorial Park in Parañaque City to settle the question of the girl's identity. rezavor Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig City, 
the master bedroom was open yesterday threw rocks and bot- 
and that the safety vault where . , tles, after an inmate, a Viet- 
& sis Oris Mendez's ma gets offer to settle case ss 
had been emptied of its contents. an isolation cell yesterday. The 

Beside the vault, they found a -— naked body of Teh Min Lee Dien. 
hammer, a kitchen knife and a By Jeannette I. Andrade anonymity, the man who said Student Council in Diliman. But “It is almost one month after was found at 10:45 a.m. but it did 
aerea driver which pokoe De- he was a University of the inher message to those who at- his death, but the sadness and not have any injury or bruises. 
lieve were used by the suspect THE MOTHER OF SUSPECTED Philippines alumnus, reported- tended the event, Cristina said loneliness I feel for him has not Chief insp. Gelso Rodriguez, chief 
to open the vault. hazing victim, University of the ly told Cristina to agree toa set- in Filipino: “I am praying and! been lessened. I still do notun- ofthe; Tagulg City police investi- 

SPO1 Ronaldo Murado and Philippines student Cris Antho- tlement because even if she am still searching for justice. derstand why he had to die that gation division, said the victim 
SPOlLeopoldoMacarageofthe ny Mendez, has been ap- weretotakethecasetocourt,it Many tellmethat thisishardto way and this early,” shesaid. was kept in isolation for miscon- 
Quezon City Police District sta- proached by an unidentified would take some time before it achieve because those responsi- — Reyes and other UP officials guct and that he was held at the 
tion 4 were conducting an in- man who advised her to agree could be resolved. ble for my son’s death are intel- later unveiled a painting done detention facility for not having 
vestigation that same night toan out-of-court settlement. The man added that there ligent, rich and influential.” by former UP Visayas fraternity valid immigration papers. Dien 
when Cajara was spotted inthe Two sources close to the was also a strong possibility „ leader Joel Ferraris, titled "The was last seen alive by a catering 
subdivision, She was immedi- Mendez family told theIngumer that she would not end up ger- Faith Wrong Sacrifice.” Debe AATE 
ately arrested. that Cristina, the victim'smoth- tingjusticeforherson'sdeath. She added: “Often my faith Reyes said that the artwork yesterday who said that the Vic- 

A tricycle driver latertold the er, was recently confined in a Her confinement in the hos- falters, and Iam only filled with was “the artist's way of express- tim even asked her for his usual 
police that he hadtaken the sus- hospital in Quezon province pital prevented Cristina from hope each time I am with you ing his profound indignation supply of cigarettes. Some of the 
pect, who had with her a box when her blood pressure shot attending a Mass celebrated who continue to pray that those and rejection of fraternity Vio- facility's glass windows were de- 
Which she said contained an air Up after she was approached by yesterday by Fr. Robert Reyes at responsible for my son's death lence and his appeal to fraterni- = stroyed during yesterday's riot 
conditioner, to amall near the the stranger. the UP National College of Pub- would be brought to justice. | ties to see the blindness, arro- = which was quelled by policemen 
area. The suspect then got off According to the sources, lic Administration and Gover- hope that you will not stop, like gance and vanity that have re- from the Regional Special Action 
his tricycle.with the box and whospokeindependentlytothe nance. The victim was the col- meand Renz (her younger son) peatedly led to senseless and 


H a . Unit. The victim's body was taken 
boarded a taxi. InqurER on condition of lege representative to the UP andthatyouwillnotforget" wasteful deaths.” to the Vero ica Fünsral Homes 


for autopsy. 


: : ; Julie M. Aurelio 
PRIVATE SECTOR S C l | L k d 
amm | Spare Calauit animals, Lim asked | suo; 
By Jerome Aning zoo's aging infrastructure, it cording to Baker In the sum- Eesti ie eae a 
Request for Submission of Grant Applications would be extremely cruel to Pe m Sex c d a9: 93. She is e d 
THE ANIMAL WELFARE GROUP subject even more animals to ing heat with little relief. = 
Peperko iini diaria i People for the Ethical Treatment sch miserable conditions,” “Even animals who have been by children Renato and Violy Pine- 
in of Animals (Peta) has asked Mani- Baker said in his Sept. 21 letter caged since birth feel the instinc- 44, Rebelita and Jess Villanueva, , 
Establishing a Sustainable Training System for IUD, | ja Mayor Alfredo Lim not to push to Lim, a copy of which was pro- tive need to move around freely, Regie and Tina Pineda, VIand .. 
NSV and BTL for Private Health Providers through with his plan to get more vided by Peta to the Ingumer. stretch their limbs or wings and EMY Bamba, Roland and Julie’ “* 
RFA 2007-03-02 animals from Calauit Island in Lim earlier rejected calls exercise,” he said, adding that Pineda, Rolina Adao and Rozaida 
pasua tnde yanun cunamo aranan | Rint Mownrtrele MESI TI cte 
dwindling number at the cityzoo. the zoo, saying he even plansto animals suffer from boredom, 
Doan ioasdy carre eL. | Peta Ane-Paciiic director Ja. add more animals. “We've al- some so severely that it can lead Orchid Chapel of Sanctuaro fd 
son Baker said the city govern- ready asked officials in Calauit to self-mutilation or other self-de- neral homes at the corner of 
Grant funding of upto a total amount of PHP 6M willbe awarded to four | ment should instead find ways Island if they can spare us some structive behavior. Araneta and Quezon Avenues in 
qualified grant applicants in accordance with standard USAID policies. | (5 improve the welfare of the of their animals there,” he said, The animal rights advocate Quezon City. Interment will be on 
This solictationis opento Philppine-based and SEC-registeredheath | animals or close down the adding that his office would ` said he would like to give Lim a Thursday, Sept. 27, at the Eternal 
oriented management or training institutions that have extensive | Manila Zoo and setits residents take care of freight costs. personal tour around the zoo “to Gardens Memorial Park in Bal- 
{experience wih IUD (nre uterine device) BTL (bisteral tubal ligation) and |^ free in wildlife reservations. Animals at the zoo are point out all the suffering that intawak, Quezon City, after a Mass 
Mese pe eom raining systems tne pubic or prvate | “Given the problems with the housed in cramped cages, ac- takes place constantythere” al 9am 
Applications (RFA) document. 


The sactaton documentwilbe released on Tuesday, 25 September B ith hol his b d b i} 

Z007 Appiani eec h geting eu datats fs eR oy with hole in his heart needs he. 

can request for copies of the full RFA document from 

SrantsQurism ora oh. Diese, the RFA can be downloaded in POF BRYAN TABAGO'S HEALTH PRO- am said in her letter to the In- heart. 

format from http health aroups vahoo com/aroup/PRISMGrants/The | blemsbeganwhenhewasbom. ^ Qumzm. “I am appealing to Inquirer 

closing date for the submission of application is 5:00pm, 26 October The 3-year-old son of Meriam According to the housewife, readers for financial assistance 

2007 Tabago of Pearl Island Com- whosehusband works a delivery as well as prayers for a success- 
GrantApplicanis Conferences wile heid atthe folowing PRISMofices: | pound, Malinis Street, Lawang man, Bryan needs to be operat- ful operation,” Meriam said in 

8 October 2007,Samalthe PRISM Manila office 23/F WynsumCorporate | Bato, Valenzuela City hasa con- ed on right away because his Filipino. 

Plaza, F. Origas J. Road, Ortigas Center, Pasig Ciy; 11 October 2007, | genital heart disease. condition has already affected  Kindhearted individuals can 

2pmat the PRISM Davao office, 7/F Pryce Tower, Pryce Business Park, | ~ Bryan has been an outpatient his heart and this might Jead to deposit their donations in any 

J.P. Laurel Ave, Davao City; 12 October 2007, 2pmatthePRISMCebu | ar the Philippine Heart Center in bigger expenses. Metrobank branch (account 
Office Gold Zeal, 2F Cebu Holdings Center, Cebu Business Park, Cardinal | East Avenue, Quezon City, foral- — The only problem is that the number 3165962649, account 
esum ey CODI NY most three years now. family does not have the name Meriam Tabago). They 
For further details, please contact Agnes Payson at this e-mail address There is a hole in his heart P60,000 to P100,000 forthe op- may also call her at 4445420 or 
e: à. which was discovered when he eration needed to repair the 0910-3115088. Santiago R. Al- 

(PO! - September 25 £ 30 207) | was only two months old, Meri- damage in the young boys cantara 
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US snipers ‘bait’ Iraqis -Post 


Shooters scatter fancy items, kill those who pick them up 


WASHINGTON—AT THE URG- 
ing of Pentagon experts in spe- 
cial operations, US military 
snipers operating in Iraq are 
“baiting” Iraqis by scattering 
items like detonation cord, plas- 
tic explosives and ammunition 
and then ambushing and killing 
those who pick them up, The 
Washington Post reported Mon- 
day. 

The newspaper said the clas- 
sified program was described in 
investigative documents relat- 
ed to recently filed murder 
charges against three snipers 
who are accused of planting evi- 
dence on Iraqis they killed. 

“Baiting is putting an object 
out there that we know they 
will use, with the intention of 


destroying the enemy,” Captain 
Matthew Didier, the leader of 
an elite sniper scout platoon is 
quoted as Saying in a sworn 
statement. 

“Basically, we would put an 
item out there and watch it," Di- 
dier continued. "If someone 
found the item, picked it up and 
attempted to leave with the 
item, we would engage the indi- 
vidual as I saw this as a sign 
they would use the item against. 
US forces." 

In documents obtained by 
‘The Post from family members 
of the accused soldiers, Didier 
said members of the Pentagon's 
Asymmetric Warfare Group vis- 

d his unit in January and lat- 
er passed along ammunition 


boxes filled with the "drop 
items" to be used to disrupt “.. 
attempts at harming Coalition. 
Forces and give us the upper 
hand ina fight." 

Eugene Fidell, president of 
the National Institute of Mili- 
tary Justice, said such a baiting 
program should be examined 
“quite meticulously” because it 
raises troubling péssibilities, 
such as what happens when 
civilians pick up the items, * 
paper said. 

"Ina country that is awash in 
armaments and magazines and 
implements of war, if every 
time somebody picked up 
something that was potentially 
useful as a weapon, you might 
as well ask every Iraqi to walk 


around with a target on his 
back," Fidell is quoted in the ar- 
ticleas saying. 

Soldiers said that about a 
dozen platoon members were 
aware of the program, and that 
numerous others knew about 
the “drop items” but did not 
know their purpose, The Post 
reported, 

Two soldiers, who had not 
been officially informed about 
the program, came forward 
with allegations of wrongdoing 
after they learned they were go- 
ing to be punished for falling 
asleep on a sniper mission, the 
paper said. 

Army officials declined to dis- 
cuss the classified program, ac- 
cording to the report. AFP 


Military operation frees 2 Italian 
soldiers kidnapped in Afghanistan 


HERAT, AFGHANISTAN—NATO FORCES 
freed two kidnapped Italian soldiers in a 
military operation in western Afghanistan 
in which both men were wounded, Italian 
and Afghan officials said Monday. 

The two men, soldiers with the Nato-led 
International Security Assistance Force, 
had gone missing in the western province 
of Herat on Saturday with their Afghan in- 
terpreter and driver. 

“There was an Isaf operation and they 
were rescued. Both of them are injured,” 
the Italian embassy in Kabul said. It was not 
dear who had abducted them, a diplomat 
said on condition of anonymity. 

‘At least five of the abductors were killed 
in the raid to free the men, Italy's Ansa 
news agency reported. 

Italian soldiers led the Nato operation to 
free them, supported by British troops, Ital- 
ian Defence Minister Arturo Parisi said on 
Rai public television. 

The Isaf media office in Kabul could not 
immediately confirm any operation. 

The Italian defense ministry in Rome was 
quoted by Ansa as saying that one of the two 
soldiers was in serious condition. Both men 
were being treated in a Nato hospital, it said. 

Afghan officials also confirmed the men 
were freed in an Isaf rescue operation but 
had no details. 

Intelligence reports indicated the men 
were captured by a local Taliban commander 
near Herars Shindand district, the police 
chief of criminal investigations for western 
Afghanistan, Ali Khan Husseinzada, said. 

However the main Taliban spokesperson, 
Yousuf Ahmadi, said he knew nothing 
about the men. The militia, waging an 
antigovernment insurgency, has been be- 
hind several abductions including of 23 
South Koreans in July. 

“According to our intelligence informa- 
tion, a Taliban commander, Mullah Abdul 
Hamid, had taken them and had moved 
them to an area between Farah (province) 
and Shindand,” Husseinzada said. 

The men had been out of contact since they 
visited the volatile district on Saturday AFP 


SHEIKH Muszaphar Shukor, Malaysi 
astronaut, walks near St. Basil's Cathedral on Red Square in 


Moscow, on Sept. 20. im 
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Muslim astronaut needn't 
Jast in space during 
Ramadan, says minister 


PUTRAJAYA, — MALAYSIA— 
Malaysia's first astronaut wil 
not be required to fast while in 
space even though he is a Mus- 
lim and the flight will be during 
Ramadan, a govemment minis- 
ter said Monday. 

"When you travel there is no 
compulsion to fast,” Science 
Minister Jamaluddin Jarjis told 
reporters. 

Sheikh Muszaphar Shukor, 
35, is one of three people who 
will lift off in a Russian space 
craft on Oct. 10 for a 10-day 
mission in the Intemational 
Space Station. He has said that 
as a good Muslim he hopes to 
fast in space even though his 
main priority is to conduct sci- 
entific experiments. 

But Jamaluddin said Sheikh. 
Muszaphar, who has been fast- 
ing during taining along with 
his backup Faiz Khaleed, can 
postpone the fasting until after 
he returns. 

The fasting month of Ra- 
madan started on Sept. 13 and 
is expected to end on Oct. 12, 
which means Sheikh Musza. 
phar will have to fast for only 
two or three days if he insists on 
not eating from dawn to dusk, 
an Islamic religious require- 
ment. 

Jamaluddin also said he ex- 
pects Sheikh Muszaphar to pray 
only three times a day instead of 
the obligatory five to reduce the 
inconvenience of going through 


prayer rituals in the gravity-free 
atmosphere. 

Observant Muslims are re- 
quired to turn toward Mecca in 
Saudi Arabia, and pray five 
times a day while kneeling. 
However, that becomes difficult 
in zero gravity while the space 
station is circling the Earth 16 
timesa day. 

Malaysia's National Fatwa 
Council has ruled that the astro- 
naut will not be required to 
kneel to pray if the absence of 
gravity makes it too hard, nor 
will he have to wash hands and 
face with water as required—a 
simple wet towel will do. 

Jamaluddin said Malaysia is 
hoping to send a second astro- 
naut into space, depending on 
public support for the first mis- 
sion. He said the second mission 
would cost $30 million, but the 
longterm benefits would be 
worth it. 

“If there is good strong public 
support we should continue the 
mission to sustain the aware- 
ness. We should look not only 
on short-term retum but also 
medium to long term.” 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Abdulah Ahmad Badawi 
wished Sheikh Muszaphar suc- 
cess 

Sheikh Muszaphar will re- 
turn to earth on Oct. 20 along 
with two members of the sta- 
tion's crew, cosmonauts Fyodor 
Yurchikhin and Oleg Kotov. AP 


AFGHAN workers load bricks from a kiln in Kabul, on Sept. 24, Some 50 factories in western 
Kabul produce hand-made bricks used for the reconstruction of buildings in the Afghan 
capital which were destroyed during two decades of war. 
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Japan PM-designate Fukuda picks lieutenants 


BRAILLE, CHINESE-STYLE 

A group of blind children read Chinese 
braille, which is based on the sounds of the 
language, as there are no braille signs for 
individual Chinese characters, at one of the 
only school for the blind in Hefei, central 


China's Anhui province on Sept. 23. —— 


TOKYO—JAPAN'S PRIME MINISTER- 
to-be Yasuo Fukuda selected his party 
lieutenants on Monday as he braced for 
a showdown with a combative opposi- 
tion and calls for early elections after a 
disastrous year for the ruling coalition. 
‘The 71-year-old Fukuda, a moder- 
ate who favors warmer ties with Asia, 
was voted leader of the Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) on Sunday after the 
abrupt resignation of his predecessor, 
Shinzo Abe, whose administration 
was crippled by scandals and gaffes. 
Fukuda will automatically become 
prime minister on Tuesday thanks to 


the LDP's huge majority in parlia- 
ment’s lower house. 

However, the opposition Demo- 
cratic Party and its allies hold sway in 
the upper house, an unusual situation 
thatis likely to beset Fukuda's admin- 
istration with policy struggles. 

The thomiest issue may be Japan's 
naval support for US-led military opera- 
tions in Afghanistan, which the LDP 
‘wants to continue beyond a Nov. 1 man- 
date expiry in the face of opposition from 
the muscle flexing Democratic Party. 

Fukuda, who beat the hawkish Taro 
Aso to the top job, picked conservative 


former education minister Ibuki Bun- 
mei, a faction leader and loyal ally in 
the leadership election, for the No. 2 
position in his party, replacing Aso. 
Allies Sadakazu Tanigaki, a doveish 
former finance minister, but also a fac- 
tion leader, and Toshihiro Nikai were 
named for the other top party posts. 
Another Fukuda backer, Makoto Koga, 
was putin charge of election strategy. 
Fukuda denied that the appoint- 
ments had been made on the basis of 
factional deals, the LDP's traditional 
way of operating. "I chose the best peo- 
ple for the positions," he told reporters. 


Analysts say the party would have 
difficulty restoring public trust if 
Fukuda was seen to be appointing 
cronies or factional candidates to key 
cabinet and party positions. 

Tanigaki has advocated raising the 
consumption tax to help tame Japan's 
huge public debt, and his appointment 
is a sign that the issue will be at the 
center ofthe new government's policy. 

Some analysts have expressed con- 
cem that efforts to help those who have 
lost out economically in restructuring of 
the past few years could result in mak- 
ing the government debt bigger. Reuters 


Young Israelis dodge the draft, some in protest 


By Elana Ringler 
and Rebecca Harrison 


JERUSALEM—TO MANY SHE IS A 
traitor, a coward and a parasite. But 
17-year-old Israeli "draft dodger” 
Saar Vardi says if more people 
thought like her, the Middle East 
would be amore peaceful place. 

Vardi is part of a growing group of 
young Israelis who are refusing to sign 
up for mandatory military service, often 
in protest over the Jewish state's occu- 
pation of Palestinian territory or because 
of last year’s unpopular war in Lebanon. 

Army statistics show the number of 
young people who do not enlist for mil- 
itary service has crept up in recent years 
to more than one in four men in 2007 
and more than 43 percent of women. 

"People referto me asa traitor and say 
that my country has given me so much 


and I'm not willing to give anything back, 
like a parasite,” Vardi, a student, said. 

“But I know what I believe „„. If truly 
everyone saw things the way I see 
them, then we wouldn't need an army.” 

Most Israeli men have to serve for 
three years in the army and are liable 
for reserve duty after that unless they 
can prove they are physically or psy- 
chologically unfit for battle, or come 
from an ultra-Orthodox background, 
Women must do 21 months. 

Until recently, opting out of military 
service was largely taboo in a nation 
born out of war, and in constant con- 
flict with its Arab neighbors. Groups of 
young soldiers clutching rifles are a 
common sight on the streets of Israel 
and for many, serving in the army goes 
to the core of national identity. 

The trend to avoid the draft—which 
has been joined by some entertain- 


ers—has sparked heated media de- 
bate and government pledges to act. 

“When he goes into battle a soldier 
should not have to feel that a portion 
of our society regards him as a suck- 
ex; Defense Minister Ehud Barak was 
reported as saying in July. 

Ultra Orthodox Jews have been ex- 
empt from military service for years, and 
their ranks are growing. But more secu- 
Jar Israelis are also finding ways around 
Joining up, sometimes by saying they 
‘are conscientious objectors or unfit. 

Some say they are loath to fight for 
an occupying force and are willing to 
go to jail for their beliefs. 

Others say they do not trust Ehud 
Olmert's government with their lives 
after a report said the prime minister 
acted impulsively in going to war 
against Lebanon last year. 

‘And some young Israelis would sim- 


ply rather focus on their education or 
career than on defending their country. 

"There's the ongoing wars and the 
ongoing occupation,” said Hagay 
Matar, who spent two years in prison 
forrefusing the draft. "People are start- 
ing to feel they don't have to do it.” 

But several mayors have vowed not 
to allow entertainers who did not en- 
list to take part in Israel's 60th an- 
niversary celebrations next year, and 
one suggested denying them jobs in 
municipal government. 

Some commentators have lambast- 
ed those who shun military service, 
reminding them they face jail. 

Butthose who resist military service 
have also found support. Columnist 
Yonatan Gefen asked in the Ma'ariv 
newspaper why Israel's youth would 
want to fight in an army "that doesn't 
know what it is dying for.” Reuters 
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Indonesia seeks 
E canes 100,000 demonstrate 


o 
JAKARTA—THE IN- senting former and 
donesian government current recipients of 
sought Monday for scholarships from the 


ex-dictator Suharto foundation present- 
and a charity he ed a demand to be in- 
chaired while in pow. * volved in the lawsuit 


er to hand over $1.4 as plaintiffs, appar- RANGOON, BURMA—AS MANY AS 100,000 


billion in stolen assets ga, ay) ey M they antigovernment protesters led by a phalanx of Bud- 
and damages in acivil < jA% could be asked to re- qp. 
suitagainst them. * def x turn the funds they dhist monks marched Monday through Rangoon 


State prosecutor 35 il received. (Yangon), the largest crowd to demonstrate in Bur- 
Dachmer Munthe, Judge Wahyono, ma’s bi dive ma d 
reading an indict. Wi’. who is heading the I iN. DE upris. 
ment at the opening SUHARTO “Panel of judges hear- ing that was brutally crushed by the military. 


hearing, said that ing the case, accept- ^ Some participants claimed military government, and increas- 
Suharto and the Supersemar ed the intervention and said à there were several hundred thou- ingly protesters are taking up the 
Scholarship Foundation mis- decision would later be made as sand marchers in their ranks, but prodemocracy movements de- 
used $440 million. to the position of the group in an intemational aid agency official mands of national reconciliation 
“The first and second defen- the suit. with employees monitoring the and freeing of political prisoners. 
dants (Suharto and the founda- The civil suit represents ap- Crow estimated said the size was ‘The usually ron-fsted junta has 
tion) utilized funds that were parently revived efforts by the well over $0,000 and approaching so far kept minimal security at the 
gathered... against the aims of government of President Susilo 100,000. From the front of the protests, and diplomats and ana- 
the foundation,” he said. Bambang Yudhoyono to bring march, witnesses could see a one- lystssaid the military rulers of Bur- 
Munthe said the government Suharto to justice, although an- mile stretch of eightlane road was ma (also known as Myanmar) 
was also seeking additional alysts have been doubtful that filled with people. were showing the unexpected re- 
damages of 10 trillion rupiah the case—resting on evidence ° The march, launched from straint because of pressure from 
($1 billion). decades old—will succeed. the Shwedagon pagoda, the the country’s key trading partner 
The prosecutor alleged that A long-running criminal case country’s most sacred shrine, and diplomatically, China. 
the foundation had distributed against Suhartowas abandoned gathered participants as it ‘The march kicked off, like the 
funds meant to go to needy stu- in May last year on health Wended its way through Ran- previous ones, at the 
dents to private companies grounds, triggering widespread goon's streets under cloudy Shwedagon. 
from 1982 to 1993, criticism of Yudhoyono. Skies. Some 20,000 monks took Their numbers swelled quick- 
“if that money can be recov- — Ina surprise ruling earlier this the Jead, with onlookers joining ly as they began their march. 
ered, there will be more thana month, the Supreme Court in on what had beenbilledasa The monks invited the public to 
thousand people who could ob- awarded Suharto about $106 day of general protest. join the rally and top local 
tain scholarships,” Munthe million in damages in a libel case The march covered at least10 movie actor Kyaw Thu offered 
added. . against US-based Time magazine, Km in its first few hours, passing the clerics alms at the Rangoon 
„The recipients included an which alleged in a 1999 article by the old campus of Rangoon landmark in the first public sup- 
airline owned by Suharto’s that the ex-president and his fam- University, a hotbed of protestin port by local celebrities. MONKS pray at the Shwedagon Pagoda, the holiest shrine in Burma, 
youngest son that went ilyhadstolenupto$73billion. past times. Students were seen In the central city of Man- before joining an antigovernment march to Rangoon on Sept, 23. neures 
bankrupt, an ailing bank in The aging Suharto stepped joining Monday's march. dalay, 500-600 monks set off 
which the foundation had down amid violent protests in ` The current protests began on shortly after noon on their own the streets in numbers not seen ment protesters has raised both 
stakes and paper and pulpcom- 1998 aftera 32-year rule. — Aug 19 as a movement against protest march. since the 1988 prodemocracy expectations of possible politi- 
panies linked to a close Suharto A successful case against him economic hardship, after the gov- The monks, who took overa uprising snuffed out by the army cal change and fear that the mil- 
crony, Muhammad "Bob" Has- would be seen as à symbolic ernment sharply raised fuel prices. faltering protest movement from ata cost of thousands of lives. itary might forcefully stamp out 
san. s step to improving Indonesia's But it has its basis in long-standing political activists, already had — The increasingly confronta- the demonstrations, as it did in 
At the trial, a group repre- dismal corruption record. AFP dissatisfaction with the repressive managed to bring people into tional tone of the antigovern- 1988. AP 
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Indon GM ahead; Torre surges 


‘Standings after six rounds: 


5.0 points—S. Megaranto (Indonesia); 4.5-—N. Parimarjan (Indiae, GN. Gopal (India): 4.0—E. Torre 
(RP), W. Hao (China), Z, Jianchao (China), D. Neelotpal (India), A. Kunte (india), M. AKModlahld (Qatar) E. 
Hossain (Bangladesh), ©. Deepan (India); 3.5—R. Antonio (RP), *N.Paragua (RP), W. So (RP), S. Yap 
(RP), D. Laylo (RP), N.HU (china). E. Magham Iran), U. Adianto Indonesia), C. Sandipan (Ida). A. Bagheri 
(iran, Y. Shaoteng (China) S. Yang (China), L. Chao (China), D.T. Hal (Vietnam), T.H. Thong (Vietnam). W. 
‘Yang (China), T. Batchuluun (Mongolia), A. Filipob (Uzbekistan)*; 3.0—R. Bancod (RP), J. Sadorra (RP), 
K. Alexey (Korea), M. Ardeshi (ran). W. Zhou (China), S. Khadr (Jordan), S. Ganguly (India). E.Moradiabadi 
(ran); 2.580. Dimakiling (RP), R. Bitoon (RP), B. Nadera (RP), R. Legaspi (RP), N. A. Husein (Iraq), P. 
Arun (india) A. Samhouri (Jordan), H. Toufighi (Iran) 


MANDAUE CITY—SUSANO MEGARANTO OF INDONESIA BLEW AN EARLY 
positional advantage with the white pieces but still managed a draw with 
fellow grandmaster G.N. Gopal of India in 55 moves of the Sicilian to keep 
the solo lead in the sixth Asian Individual Chess Championship at the Cebu 


International Convention Center. 


Tt was the second draw in as many 
days for the 20-year-old Indonesian 
GM after racking up four straight wins, 
including two against Filipino foes. 

But it was enough to give Megaran- 
to, one of two Indonesians in the tour- 
nament, the solo lead with five points 
in the tough, 11-round tournament, 

But the day also belonged to Asia's first 
GM Eugene Torre, who made his presence 
felt as he overpowered No. 43 GM Alexey 
Kim of South Korea in 49 moves of the 
Four Knights’ Opening. 

The 56-year-old Filipino chess icon, 
who defeated FM Sami Khader of Jor- 
dan in the previous round, also boost- 
ed his chances for one of 10 slots to the 


World Chess Cup in Russia with four 
points on three wins, two draws and 
only one loss. 

GM-candidate Wesley So also had a 
good day, holding sixth seed GM Utut 
Adianto of Indonesia to a draw in 51 
moves of the Bishop's opening. 

So, who will represent the country 
in the World Junior Chess Champi- 
onships in Armenia next month, and 
Adianto both had a rook, a knight and 
five pawns at endgame. 

‘The biggest casualty for the 19-play- 
er Filipino delegation was IM Darwin 
Laylo, who absorbed his second loss. 

Laylo, who held the distinction as 
one of the two highest-placed Filipinos 


GRANDMASTER Eugene Torre outplays Korean GM Alexey Kim in the sixth round. 


after five rounds, fell to GM Negi Pari- 
marjan (Elo 2529) of India. 

GM Mark Paragua settled for a draw 
with upset-conscious Cebu sensation 
IM Steven Yap to join So and Laylo in a 
big group with 3.5 points. 

Megaranto labored for nearly five 
hours before settling for a draw with 
fellow GM Zhao Jun of China to stay at 


the helm after five rounds. 

Megaranto, the 20-year-old Indone- 
sian champion who swept his first four 
matches, tried hard but failed to find a 
win against the tough-defending Chi- 
nese campaigner in their explosive 
queen and pawn ending. 

Seven other matches in the first 10 
boards, including those of GM Rogelio 


Antonio Jr against IM Enamul Hossain 
of Bangladesh and IM Darwin Laylo 
against GM Zhou Jianchao of China , 
ended in quick and lackluster draws as 
most of the players kept their positions. 
going into the sixth round Monday. 

Gopal made the biggest gain as he 
‘edged Li Chao of China to join second 
seed GM Zhang Pengxiang of China 
and Zhao Jun in a three-way tie for sec: 
ond to fourth places with four points. > 

Zhang, who topped the first Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo Cup tournament at 
the Duty Free Fiesta Mall in Patafiaque 
City last year, halved the point with fel- 
low Chinese GM Wang Hao. 

Antonio, Laylo and nine other for- 
eign players also stayed within striking 
distance with 3.5 points, 

Cebu sensation Kim Steven Yap also 
resumed his giant-killing run, beating 
IM Wang Rui of China this time to 
move up to a heavy, 18-man logjam 
with three points. 

But luck, however, deserted IMs 
Oliver Dimakiling, Richard Bitoon and 
Barlo Nadera, NM Efren Bagamasbad 
and Voltaire Sevillano. 

All five Filipinos dropped their 
matches against foreign rivals. 

With a report from Roy Luarca 


Tierro, Arcilla complete Davis Cup rout 


KUWAIT CITY—PATRICK JOHN TIERRO 
and Johnny Arcilla overpowered sepa- 
rate rivals Sunday to complete a swash- 
buckling Filipino sweep of host Kuwait in 
the Asia-Oceania Zone Group I| Davis 
Cup finals here. 

Tierro thumped Kuwaiti No. 1 Ali 
Ghareeb, 6-3, 6-1, while Arcilla came 
back from a 1-4 deficit in the second set. 
to beat Ahmad Rabeea Muhammad, 6- 
1, 7-5, in the reverse singles of the best- 
offive tie to formalize the Philippines" 
enuy into Group Lof the zone next year 

‘The Philippines clinched the tie on 
Saturday when an ailing Cecil Mamiit 
and Eric Taino bested Mohammad Al- 


Filipino 
dragon 
paddlers 
bag gold 


‘THE PHILIPPINE 
men’s team bagged 
agold medal and 
finished in the top 
three in three other 
events in the 8th 
IDBF World Dragon 
Boat Racing Cham- 
pionships which 
ended last weekend 
at the Sydney Inter- 
national Regatta 
Course. 

The Philippines 
bested teams from 
Canada, the United 
States, Australia, 
Germany, Britain, 
Chile, Macau, 
Slovenia, and China 
in the Premier Open 
200-meter race. 

The Filipinos set- 
tled for silver in the. 
Premier Open 500m 
event and bronze. 
medals in the. 
1000m and 2000m 
races, 

Sydney hosted 
the event for the 
first time at the 
sprawling interna- 
tional regatta cen- 
ter, which won ac- 
claim when it host- 
ed 825 athletes 
from 56 countries 
during the well-at. 
tended 2000 
Olympic Games. 

There were four 
main categories 
during the event 
—junior (12 to 18 
years); Premier (18 
o 40); Masters (40 
to 80) and Grand 
Masters (S0-plus). 


amsa 
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TIERRO ARCILLA 


Ghareeb and Mohammad Siddiq, 6-7 
(5), 6-0, 6-2, 2-6, 6-1, in the deciding. 
doubles match. 

‘Mamiit, who was rushed to a hospital 


ford.com.ph 


Friday evening after contracting an al- 
lergy, started the Philippine juggernaut 
with a 6-3, 6-0, 6-0 rout of Muhamad in 
Friday's opening singles. 

Taino then made it 2-0 by humbling 
Al-Ghareeb, 6-2, 5-3, 7-5. 

The win sent the Philippines back to 
Group I, where it played last in 1997, in 
the company of Australia, Japan, Thai- 
Jand, India, Kazakhstan and Taiwan. 

"We must get ready for Group early.” 
the 31-year-old Mamiit said. "This will 
be the real competition." 

Mamiit also said that his allergy has 
"gone away” and he is sure it was not 
caused by the “tinolang manok” (chick- 


Poor ice ERRE 


tew) provided for the team, 
request, by members of the 
Filipino Tennis Association in Kuwait. 

"I hope that in our future campaigns 
in other countries, the Filipinos there 
will give the same support the Filipinos 
here gave us,” he said. 

"Phase three of our program is now 
complete but this will not be the end,” 

laying captain Martin Misa said, 
adding that the team will now tum its 
attention to the country’s campaign in 
the coming Southeast Asian Games 
where the Nationals will defend their 
men's team title and Mamit his singles 
and doubles crowns with Taino. 
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Pacquiao pushes hard to be at his best for Barrera 


By Recah Trinidad 


LOS ANGELES—HE DID NOT SAY ANY- 
thing upon arrival, but Manny Pacquiao 
made a clear statement—he's out to be at 
his best— when he burst from bed at the 
break of dawn Sunday and did an un- 
scheduled 30-minute jog to the surprise 
of aides and handlers. 

Pacquiao, in thick blue workout outfit, 
a woolen bonnet wrapping his head, 
braved the chill and reported to the near- 
by La Brea Park, towing with him team 
staffers whom he had roused by pulling 
off their blankets, without saying a word. 


| Kyla to. sing national anthem in Pacman's bout 
MANNY PACQUIAO HAS CHOSEN KYLA TO SING THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL AN- 
‘them during his Oct. 6 rematch with Mexican icon Marco Antonio Barrera at the Man- 


dalay Bay in Las Vegas, Nevada. 


Melanie Hernandez Calumpad in real life, Kyla is the only female local artist to win at 


the annual MTV Video Music Awards. She 


‘edged out other outstanding singers who 


had expressed interest in singing the national anthem for the event, including Ara Mina, 


who has an unfinished movie with Pacquiao. 


Unlike in previous major preparations 
when he was wont to issue pre-fight 
statements, stinging and otherwise, Pac- 
quiao has been going through this cham- 
pionship regimen quietly. 


‘Salven Lagumbay, Contributor 


“This definitely augurs well, this must 
be the calm before the storm,” said the 
head of a Filipino television crew that 
flew in with Pacquiao from Manila Satur- 
day evening here. 


Without using a gauge, Barrera has 
easily outpaced Pacquiao in the speaking 
portion of their boiling rivalry. 

‘While the Mexican boxing legend had 
called Pacquiao an ugly thor on his side, 
adding he has been aching all these years 
to beat his Filipino rival Ned actually 
taste it, the Pacman, wiig knocked out 
‘Barrera four years ago, has kept mum. 

The speaking chore has obviously been 
left to trainer Freddie Roach, who on 
Sunday, taunted Barrera to come over 
and watch (spy) Pacquiao train. 

Roach, who said they have nothing to 
hide, added he would make sure Barrera 


does not use extra thick bandage around. 
his fists in the encounter in Las Vegas. 

He retums to the Wild Card gym, 
which he left Aug. 10 to train in Cebu, 
Monday (Tuesday in Manila) for'some 
more sparring, originally scheduled at 
eight rounds, but which promises to - 
break past the day's limit, : 

“You can say he's just out to be even : 
better than Manny Pacquiao himself,” 
quipped Rolando Hiso whose two fighters 
(Glenn Gonzales and Jundy Maraon) he 
co-manages with Vice Gov. Manny Pinol 
of North Cotabato are listed in the Will to 
Win card on Oct. 6. 


„u SPORTSWATCH 
Tubid rolls perfect game 
JAYSON TUBID OF 
TBAM-PRIMA- 

Powerbowi scored 
a perfect game 
‘Sunday night on the 
second day ofthe 
qualifying inthe 
11th Sta. Lucia East 
Tenpin Bowling As- 
sociation Open. 
Tubid rolled his 
300 in the Open 
Masters category TUBID 
and followed this up with 268, 225, and 
222 for a 1015 series. He tralls Apple 
Posadas in second place, with Arnold 
Lecaros of TBAM-Prima third with 936. 
Top three in the Graded Masters catego- 
ry were Papio de Dios (955), Ver Nido 
(826), and Eric Umali (906), all of Sletba. 
Ren Cremen of Sletba-Batang X paced 
the Associate Masters with 896, followed 
by Joey Mendoza of Sletba (882), and Gelo 
Mendoza, also of Sletba-Batang X (847). 
Marissa Campita of the Pasig Bowling 
Association (PBA) led the Mixed Ladies di- 
vision with 886, followed by Dyan Corona- 
cion of TBAM-Prima-Powerbow! (774), 
and Patricia Tajo of Setba-Batang X (760) 
Lito Santarinaa of Sletba was up in Se- 
nior Masters category with 964, three up 
‘on Tony Ayson of TBAM-Prima with Steve 
Robles of PBA third with 929. 


Asean Chess Grand Prix, 


Masters series launched 
LAPU-LAPU CITY—THE SECOND PRESI- 
dent Gloria Macapagal Arroyo Cup will 
serve as the inaugural stop of the six-leg 
‘Asean Chess Grand Prix 2007-08 which 
was launched here Sunday night. 

Prime movers of the project, which of- 
fers a Grand Prix fund of $25,000 were 
Fide honorary president Florencio Campo- 
manes, Fide's Ignatius Leong of Singapore 
and Indonesian Grandmaster Utut Adianto. 

‘Staking a total purse of $50,000, the 
2nd GMA Cup is slated in November. 

The series resumes with the NCFP pres- 
ident Prospero "Butch" Pichay Cup at the. 
Celebrity Sports Plaza in Quezon City, fol- 
lowed by the Singapore Open on Dec. 16- 
22, the Philippine International Open in 
‘Subic in April, the Jakarta Open in May and 
Vietnam Open in September. Roy Luarca 


UST sticking 
with Jarencio 


Coach says he failed the Tigers 


By Jasmine W. Payo pressure game, for them to be tougher,” he 
said after the Ateneo Blue Eagles wiped out 
last season's heartache with a 69-64 triumph 
Over the Tigers in a knockout semifinal battle. 

“These are kids. Whatever I teach them, 
thats what you see on court. [big sabihin ku- 
lang ang turo ko (It only means what I taught 
them wasn't enough.” 

Although the Tigers came into the match 
seeded fourth, the rankings did not matter for 
this ragtag squad that pulled off a miraculous 
championship run last year 

“Masama ang loob ko; hindi ko alam ang 
mangyayari sa akin next year, kung nandito pa 
ako (Tm still hurt; [don't know if still be 
with the team next year)" said Jarencio, 
whose contract officially ends this season. 

Santo Tomas officials, though, quickly pro- 
vided the well-loved Jarencio an assurance. 

"The community is behind coach Pido,” said 
UAAP board representative Felicitas Francisco 
of host league UST. 

“We will be disappointed if he will be out of 
the team. We still want him to stay What's a 
loss? Fourth is good enough." 

Still, Jarencio continued to own up to the 
missed opportunity of back-to-back titles. El 

NE all my fault, its not the boys fault,” he íi ok 1 

COACH Pido Jarencio enjoys the trust of UST officials. saeu. saamiento 


Tac smashes nat'l 
center fire record 


VETERAN INTERNA- 
tionalist Nathaniel 
"TAc" Padilla carded 
584 points to break the 
Philippine record in 
the center fire pistol 
event of the National 
Open shooting cham- 
pionships Sunday at 
the PSC range in Fort 
Bonifacio. 

The 43-year-old PADILLA 
Padilla erased his two-year-old 
mark of 583 as he topped Caroli- 
no Gonzales (559) and Robert 
Donalvo (551) en route to his 
third gold medal in the tourney 
organized by the Philippine Na- 
tional Shooting Association. 

"1 felt good during the competi- 
tion,” said Padilla, who had al- 
ready qualified for the RP team 
‘competing in the Southeast Asian 
Games for the 15th time. 


TEARS WELLED UP IN HIS EYES AT THE 
sound of the final buzzer. 

‘And it tumed out to be a gut-wrenching 
scene when coach Pido Jarencio, bent down, 
tried to compose himself as his assistants gave 
him consoling pats on the back. 

The pained expression remained when 
Jarencio headed for the dugout as the UAAP 
season came to a painful close for the defend- 
ing champion Santo Tomas Tigers. 

“Twasn'table to prepare the team for a 


UAAP warns: Avoid hooliganism 
CHEER IN GOOD CONDUCT. 

This is the reminder to fans issued by UAAP 
host University of Santo Tomas yesterday follow- 
ing separate off-court incidents, including one in- 
‘volving commissioner Ed Cordero, during the 
heated Ateneo-UST semifinal battle last Sunday. 

“Let these games be an avenue for further ca- 
maraderie... not for hooliganism,” said league 
 secretary-treasurer Felicitas Francisco. 

Cordero and an Ateneo alumnus nearly came 
to blows at courtside but were separated by 
‘venue security after the Blue Eagles knocked out 
the defending champions, 69-64, last Sunday at 
the Araneta Coliseum. Jasmine W. Payo 


Superbikes: Buncio- -Jao 
rivalry down to final race 


Padilla, — general 
manager of the family- 
‘owned company that 
produces Spring Cook- 
ing Oil, ruled the 25- 
meter standard pistol 
event the day before. 
He tallied 546 to beat 
Donalvo (545) and 
Tito Carpio (518). 
The other week, the 
son of former 
Olympian Mariano "Tom" Ong 
dinched his first gold by topping 
his favorite event—rapid fire pistol. 
"Iac hit 569 to beat Donalvo (533) 


and Reuben Hermoso (472). 

Other oid medalists: Carino Gonzales, Som 
fre psi and 10m ar pto Rocky Para and 
Francs Nicole Mexia, mens and women’s SOm 
fe prone. respect, Susan Aguado, womens 
at psc Alan Azuin X. mers ar psiok Monique 
lum Jc, wamers air pst Dems Herandez 
Simi 3 poston, Carene Pug, Sanda pis- 
i, producion cass. Enero Concepcion and 
Francie Lu, mers and womens 25-m a e. 


RP-HK seniors golf slated 
THE PHILIPPINE GOLF FOUNDATION HAS 
arranged for a group of Hong Kong deci- 
Sion-makers to compete against some of 
the countrys top senior golfers who are al- 
‘so business executives themselves. 

The venue of the dual meet, slated Sept. 
25 to 27, is Rancho Palos Verdes Golf and 
Country Club in Davao City. 

The format of the event, dubbed as the 
RP-Hong Kong Seniors Team Challenge, is 
patterned after the Ryder Cup. 

The RP team is made up of, among oth- 
ers, Philippine Olympic Committee presi- 
dent Jose "Peping" Cojuangco, Iggy Clave- 
cilla, Francis Gaston, Tommy Manotoc, 
Ritchie Garcia and Rolly Viray. 


Pasig cocldest kicks off today 
MORE THAN 130 ENTRIES ARE VYING 
for the guaranteed prize of P300,000 in a 
"Fastest Win One-Cock Ulutan" starting at 
Bam. today at Pasig Square Garden. 


ROSARIO, BATANGAS—IT'S DOWN TO THE 
final race for the Rider of the Year award after 
frontrunning Maico Buncio of Yamaha and 
defending champion Jolet Jao of Shell Ad- 
vance split top honors recently in the penul 
mate leg of the Shell Advance Superbikes Se- 
ries at the Batangas Racing Circuit here. 

Buncio upstaged Jao in the morning, finish« 
ing the 10-lap Expert race 4.17 seconds clear 
to beef up his bid for the overall crown. 

But Jao spoiled Buncio's bid to wrap up the 
crown with a big comeback in the afternoon 


Jao managed to trim down Buncio's lead to 
just 11 points but he needs to sweep the last 
two races while hoping that Buncio finishes 
fourth in both races to clinch the top plum. 

Rod Chua took third place in the morning 
Tace while Glen Aguilar and David Pua 
checked in fourth and fifth, respectively. 

Aguilar went on to sweep the Novice divi- 
sion over runner-up Gherry Chua, Mark Santi- 
ago and Carlo Villanueva while Barney Buncio 
and Simon Salenda split honors in the 400 cc. 


Murder, Inc. ‘plays big role for Letran’ 


DEFENDING CHAMPION SAN BEDA 


bu, who could shoot accurately beyond 
is the prohibitive favorite over Colegio pape 


the three-point area at a time when 


high school student, he was allowed 
by the NCAA board to play in the var- 


San Juan de Letran in tomorrow's 
Game 2 of the NCAA senior basketball 
best-of-three title series at the Araneta 
Coliseum. 

But the memory of Letraris fabulous 
‘Murder, Inc. team of 1950 is expected to 
‘work wonders for the Knights to square 
the count. 

It is the first time that San Beda and 
Letran are meeting for the NCAA crown 
since 1950. The Knights won that epic 
encounter on Oct. 28, 1950 before a 
sellout crowd of 13,000 at the Rizal Col- 
iseum. 

According to the 83-year-old Julian 
Malonso, a former Spanish professor 
and PE director at Letran for 40 years, 
the Knights will be inspired by the 
memory of that 1950 finals. 


victories, could have won the NCAA 
title outright by a sweep that year, but 
it was beaten by underdog San Beda 
in Game 10. Letran's key player, Lau- 


Manolo R. Iñigo 4| 
pee 


ro “The Fox” Mumar, was even sus- 
pected of throwing that game, but he 
eventually emerged unscathed as 
there was no single complaint against 
him in any court of law to prove that 
he was guilty of any wrongdoing.” 

The legendary sportscaster Willie 
Hernandez called the team Murder, Inc. 
because of its consistency in beating its 
rivals by a wide margin. 

‘The members of the fabled team 
were team captain Mumar, Herminio 
Astorga, Louie Tabuena, the original ex- 
ponent of the two-hand jumpshot; Ce- 
sar de Seguera, Jose "Rubio" Gutierrez, 
Jose Maria Iglesias, Ricardo Panis, Adri- 
ano Barata, who (like Astorga) were all 
products of Lerran's junior competi- 
tions; Nilo Verona, Cristino Cui from Ce- 


"The coach was Angel de Leon, star 
forward of Letran's 1938 NCAA thàm- 


sity or senior (collegiate) level. 
Bornto poor parents, Astorga grew 
up on Leveriza Street, Malate. He de- 


old colors for two years. He was also 
an outstanding student leader. 


On his chances to tie the series 


think we need to play a good 40 min- 
"utes instead of a good 36 minutes like 
wwe did last Wednesday” 

Alas, who won for Letran the NCAA 
titles in 1998, 2003 and 2005, is aiming 
to score a repeat and become only the 
third coach in Letran's storied history 
since 1928 to win the NCAA crown as a 
non-alumnus, after the fabled Jacinto 
Ciria Cruz and Gabriel Fajardo. (More 
next week) 


Entry fee is P1,650, with the first 20 and 
the last five winners getting P2,000 each as 
bonus, according to pit managers Toto 
Valentino and Charlie Cruz. 


Meanwhile, the Rizal Gamecock Breed- 
ers Association, now with 52 members, 
presents another 4-stag derby on Friday at 
the same venue. 
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Flesch seizes 
Turning Stone 
by two strokes 


I 


& 


VERONA, NEW 
York—Steve Flesch 
carded a one-over 
73 on Sunday to 
capture his second 
PGA Tour title of the 
season with a tri- 
‘umph in the Turning 
Stone Resort Cham- 
pionship. 4 

At 18-under 270, me 
Flesch finished two FLESCH oe 
shots clear of fellow American Michael 
Allen, who closed with a 68. 

Australian John Senden carded a 67 and 
John Mallinger a 68 to finish tied for third 
at 15-under 273. 

Flesch, who won the Reno-Tahoe Open 
earlier this season, picked up $1.08 million 
for the win and will likely have secured 
himself a spot in the top 30 on the money 
list and a place in both The Masters and US 
Open, as well as the World Golf Champi- 
onships-CA Championship. AFP 


Cleveland, 


LA Angels 
seal AL titles 


LOS ANGELES—THE CLEVELAND IN- 
dians and Los Angeles Angels sealed 
American League division titles with 
solid pitching performances on Sun- 
lay. 

Jake Westbrook struck out nine in 
seven innings and Grady Sizemore had 
four hits as the Indians grabbed the 
Central Division pennant with a 6-2 
win over the Oakland Athletics. 

John Lackey won his 18th game as 
the Angels wrapped up the West Divi- 
sion championship by topping the 
Seattle Mariners 7-4. 

The Central Division title was the 
first in six years for Cleveland. 

"We just wanted to get it done today 
for Cleveland and the fans here,” West- 
brook (6-9) told reporters. "I was 
throwing the ball hard and locating a 
lotofmy pitches. It was fun to pitch." 

Sizemore went 4-for-4 and drove in 
two runs. His fourth-inning triple put 
the Indians ahead 6-0. 

"I wanted to set the tone early,” Size- 
more said. Reuters 


Westwood enters 
£10 million club 


COLDFIELD, ENGLAND—LEE WESTWOOD 
produced a brilliant final round of 65 to win 
the British Masters and become onlythe sev- 
enth player to reach £10 million ($20 mil- 
lion) prize money on the European Tour. 

Westwood, 34, was in dazzling form at 
The Belfry on Sunday as his seven under 
par round gave him a five-stroke victory 
over Ian Poulter. 

The former European number one start- 
ed the day two strokes off the lead but his 
round featured a 40-foot birdie putt on the. 
16th and then a 30-footer for eagle at the 
564-yard 17th. 

It was Westwood’s 29th career title and 
headmitted it was one of his best rounds. 

“Tve driven it as good as I ever have and 
holed the putts when I needed to,” he said. 

Westwood joins Colin Montgomerie, 
Ernie Els, Retief Goosen, Padraig Harring- 
ton, Darren Clarke and Bernhard Langer as 
a member of the circuit through the £10- 
million pound barrier. AFP 


BIG 


WINNER 
Hungary's 
‘Agnes Szavay is 
overjoyed after. 
beating world 
No.3 Jelena. 
Jankovic of 


the China Open 
final. The 23rd 
Seed also 
reached the US 
Open's last 8. 


SPORTS 


US Cuppers 


AE 
make finals 


Czech Republic nips Federer's Swiss team 


LONDON—ANDY RODDICK PUT THE UNITED STATES BACK IN- 
to the Davis Cup final against Russia, beating Jonas Bjorkman 6-2, 
7.6 (3), 6-4, Sunday to give the Americans a 4-1 win over Sweden. 

Roddick had little trouble against the veteran Swede, who was 
playing for 2002 Australian Open champion Thomas Johansson 
who pulled out with an illness. 

Defending champion Russia won both reverse singles matches 
to beat Germany, 3-2, with Igor Andreev earning the decisive point 
by beating Philipp Kohlschreiber, 6-3, 3-6, 6-0, 6-3. Earlier, Mikhail 
‘Youzhny beat Davis Cup rookie Philipp Petzschner, 6-4, 6-4, 3-6, 6- 
3, in Moscow. 

In the playoffs, Roger Federer won his second singles match of 
the weekend to put Switzerland even with the Czech Republic, but 
Radek Stepanek won the final match to give the Czechs a 3-2 win. 

/Federer, who is making his 2007 Davis Cup debut in Prague, beat 
Tomas Berdych, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (10), 6-3. Stepankek then defeated 
Stanislas Wawrinka, 7-6 (3), 6-3, 7-6 (4). 

* Novak Djokovic, the U.S. Open finalist, helped Serbia reach the 


World Group for the first time by beating Chris Guccione, 6-3, 7-6 
(3), 7-6 (5), to lead the hosts to a 4-1 win over 28-time champion 
Australia. 

Roddick used his big serve on the Scandinavium arena’s fast in- 
door carpet in Goteborg, not allowing Bjorkman even one break in 
the match. 

“if you would have told me I could get through three sets with 
Jonas without getting broken I would have questioned your sanity 

” said Roddick, who also won his opening singles match, 

Bjorkman had his chances in the second set, however, earning 
two break points at 2-2. But the Swede, at 35 the oldest player in 
the series, returned long at 15-40 and then Roddick aced him to 
get to deuce. Roddick held with another ace and a forehand win- 
ner. 

The 31-time champion Americans will be back in a Davis Cup fi- 
nal since losing to Spain in 2004. AP 

OTHER RESULTS: Austria 4, Brazil 1; Britain 4, Croatia 1; Israel 3, Chile 2; Japan 2, 
Romanla 3; Slovakia, South Korea 3; and Peru 4, Belarus 1. 
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semis in Czech meet 


ASIAN GAMES GOLD MEDALIST JOAN TIPON WHIPPED HIS SPANISH 
rival to join Genebert Basadre in the semifinals of the Ostrava Grand 
Prix boxing competition in the Czech Republic Saturday. 


Tipon, winner of the bantamweight 
gold in the Doha Asian Games, bat- 
tered Spaniard Francisco Castillejo 
with a — refereestopped-contest- 
outscored (RSC-O) verdict in the 
quarterfinals of the slugfest featuring 
leading boxers from 20 countries. 

Earlier lightweight Basadre entered 
the medal round by eliminating Ale- 
jandro Rodriguez of Spain, 23-19, and 
‘will meet top favorite Toth Laszlo of 
Hungary in the semifinals. 

Tipon guns for a finals seat against 
Hungarian Norbert Kalutzea, who 
outpunched Eda Khacauian of host 
Czech Republic, 37-27. 

Due to the quirk of the draw and to 
lack of entries, light flyweight Harry 


Tañamor has secured a silver medal 
for the RPSmart boxing team without 
throwing punch. 

‘Tafiamor will go for the gold medal 
against Russian Vadim Idigeshov a 29- 
14 winner over Kelvin de la Nieve of 
Spain, in the finals 

Flyweight Violito Payla, who also 
won a gold in the Doha Asiad, also 
benefited from the lack of entries as he 
made it to the finals after a 19-8 win 
over the Czech Republic's Faber Fran- 
tisek, 19-8, in his first bout. 

‘To snare the gold, Payla must hur- 
dle Evgeny Ermakov of Russia, who 
prevailed by RSC-O over Jose Padilla 
of Spain in the semifinals. 

“The Ostrava GP is part of the 


preparation of the Smart-RP Boxing 
team to the coming World Boxing 
Championships next month in Chica- 
0,” said Amateur Boxing Association 
Of the Philippines president Manny T. 
Lopez. 

‘Three other members of the nation- 
al team, also backed by Pacific Heights 
and the Philippine Sports Commis- 
sion, bowed to superior rivals. 

Featherweight Charly Suarez start- 
ed his campaign by besting Italian 
Alessio de Savino but lost a closely 
fought match against Antonin Lazok 
ofthe Czech Republic, 23-25. 

Light welterweight Delfin Boholst 
and welterweight Willie Lopez lost 
their first-round matches to Zdenek 
Chaldek of the Czech Republic, 13-28, 
and italys Michael Cirillo, 17-22, re- 
spectively. 


PERFORMANCE, SAFETY, STYLE 


in, Basadre gain | 
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TIPON: One of four RP pugs assured of a medal. 


Generals, Doves 
boost records 
for Ucaa Final 4 


THE DEFENDING CHAMPION EMILIO 
Aguinaldo College Generals and the St. Fran- 
cis of Assisi College Doves waylaid separate 
foes yesterday and boosted their bids in the Fi- 
nal Four of the sixth Universities and Colleges 
Athletic Association (Ucaa) men's basketball 
toumament at the EAC Sports Complex. 

"The Generals banked on the free thows of 
Argel Mendoza and John Valderama in the last 
nine seconds to nip the La Salle-Dasmarifias Pa- 
triots, 62-59, for their ninth win in 13 games. 

James Castanarez and Leomer Losentes 
sparked the Doves’ breakaway with triples in 
the third period on the way to an 83-71 whip- 
ping ofthe PSBA Jaguars. 

The Generals and the Doves are locked in 
second spot and their places in the Final Four 
will be known once the Las Piñas College Blue 
Lions are through with their games against the 
‘Acsat Lightings and the UCN Dragons. 

The Lightnings (9-3) lead the field. 

‘The Jaguars (7-6) and the Blue Lions (7-5) 
are still disputing the last Final Four berth. 
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The Grand Vitara also features six airbags as standard equipment - driver and tront 
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For more information, visit www.suzuki.com.ph. 
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THE GRANDEST 


Built for both on-road and off-road use, Suzuki Grand Vitara packs power as well as prestige, as its 2.0 liter engine is engineered 
to maximize cost performance with its smooth and quiet response. Its 4-mode 4 x 4 powers all four wheels at all times for 
‘outstanding performance on and off-road. Suzuki Grand Vitara is also built for extreme durability and safety with a Built-in 
Ladder frame that reinforces its compact and rugged body. And, with fully independent suspension, you get smoother, more 


responsive power over the road or off. 


SUV, GRAND VITARA! 
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METRO MANILA 
SUZUKI AUTO COMMONWEALTH 
Prince Motor Corpraton 
951-2201 1910 


SUZUKI AUTO KALOOKAN 
Marna Motor Cerporston. 
304 30931565095 
385-9011 12051798. 

SUZUKI AUTO MANILA BAY 


‘SUZUKI AUTO eosa 
Pinuno Sales Corporation Sunny Motors Group, ine 


pour resti 14112720 


Haber Mater Corporation 
518-40971010-17367 81-37 


‘SUZUKI AUTO QUEZON AVE. 


Tre Snow Motor 
Plaza Corp 


Canu Aatocaniria Co. 
(632) 34880821368 t 


SuzuK AUTO DAGUPAN 
Amano Motos. 
(ersjstrrm 158682098, 


Motorman Davao Corporation 
p 


SUZUKI AUTO LAGUNA. 
‘rece Moir Sues 
[50 

toas) astora 4411060 
SUZUKIAUTOLEGASP! 
Leam Motors 

(084) 472.3577 7974723680, 


SUZUKI AUTO PAMPANGA 
Faty Cars, nc. 
09) 981-3573 


Suzu AUTO nono 
oto Car Corp. 
(055) s207020/508-2777 


SUZUKI AUTO ZAMBOANGA 
Arcel Marcoung, nc. 

002) 9-182 1001-26 
Www.suzuki.com-ph 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2007 


jg eriet 
A m3035 MEP 


Designed to support 
p 
"ote png cores 
Sang sx eg 


calor mows for mere infot 


Text us your feedback: inquirer biz name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globo) or 283 (Smart) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Website: ww.inquirerneVbusiness 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo o Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 


E-mail: business@inquirer.com.ph 


Fueled 
FOR BETTER 
7 VALUES 
meis 
(CE tuel rebate 


pd 


eu. eget your own Por Mara 


EN Tits issue, 9 1 = d 


V 


B Greenspan 
tells all /82 


THE BELLWETHER 91-DAY TREASURY BILL 
rate yesterday shed a basis point to 3.759 per- 
cent, ending its consecutive rise since the on- 
set of the US subprime market concerns. 


Appetite for the three- 
month government securities 
was relatively strong, as ten- 
ders reached P2.15 billion, 
higher than the original debt 
offering of P1 billion. 

But the Bureau of the Trea- 
sury's auction committee ac- 
cepted only P960 million 
worth of bids. The BTr said 
the decision to make a partial 
award of the bids was to en- 
sure that yields on the short- 


BREAKTIME 


peo 


Mafia hit 
squad /B3 
H PNOC-EDC 
attracts 24 
potential 
bidders /87 


ondary market. 


3.763 percent. 


term debt instruments was 
aligned with those in the sec- 


Had the BTr accepted P1 
billion worth of bids to raise 
in full the scheduled borrow- 
ing, then the rate for the 91- 
day bills would have reached 


This would still have been 
lower than the previously 
recorded rate of 3.769 per- 
cent, But Tan said the BTt 


wanted a full basis-point 


drop in the rate. 


at 4.842 percent. 


billion worth of bids, 


The 182-day bill likewise 
fetched a lower rate at 4.832 
percent, This marked a simi- 
lar one-basis-point drop from 
its previous rate, which stood 


Bids for the six-month gov- 
ernment securities reached 
P3.975 billion, higher than 
the debt offering of P1.5 bil- 
lion. The BTr accepted P1.5 


Tan said the drop in the 91- 
and 182-day T-bill rates was 
partly due to market expecta- 
tions that the Bangko Sentral 
mg Pilipinas might slash its 
borrowing and lending rates 
after the US Federal Reserve. 


ay T-bill fetches rate of 


Treasury officials accept offers after two failed bids 


By Michelle V. Remo 


cutits own policy rate. 

The BSP's overnight bor- 
rowing rate stands at 6 per- 
cent, while its lending rate is 
at 8 percent. 

The Fed last week cut its 
policy rate to 4.75 percent 
from 5.25 percent, in an ef- 
fort to boost the sluggish US 
economy. 

A drop in US interest rates 
has given local monetary of- 
ficials enough elbow room to 
cut the BSP's policy rates and 
further pump-prime the 
Philippine economy. 

Investors usually seek 
higher interests from debt in- 
struments issued by perceiv- 
ably risky borrowers, like the 

91-DAY/B3 


US subprime crisis seen to worsen, heighten risks 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE INTERNATIONAL MONE: 
tary Fund has warned that the US 
subprime mortgage crisis could 
drag on, at least through 2008, 
and possibly expose emerging 
markets to greater risks, as credit 
and market discipline in global 


moving forwani 


Imagin 


markets continue to weaken. 

In its Global Financial Stability 
Report, the IMF said financial 
risks had increased and underly- 
ing conditions worsened since its 
last assessment in April, when it 
discussed the rising deterioration 
in US subprime mortgage credit, 
or loans given to borrowers with 


imperfect credit history and little 
equity. 

“The period ahead may be diffi- 
cult, as bouts of turbulence are 
likely to recur and the adjustment 
process will take some time,” the 
IMF said in the new report. “Un- 
certainty about the final size of 
losses, and when and where they 
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TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES 896-8500 


TOYOTA DEALER NETWORK: TOYOTA ALABANG, INE. 807-0707 TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY, (34) 44-181 to 13 TOYOTA BAGUIO CITY. (074) 47-0951 / (074) 300 3273 to 74 / (074) 300-4128 / 3 
‘364-4071 to 75 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK-NORTH, 927-7215 / 17 30/38 927-7242 1 44 [48 152 / 927-1257 621 65 / 927-7268 169 TOYOTA BATANGAS CITY, I 
(044) 453-8451 to 87 TOYOTA CAGAYAN DE ORO, INC.. 08822] 735-770 / 791 / 46 / (088) 858-9094 / (008) BS 
TOYOTA CUBAO, INC.. 91 1-0651 to 63 TOYOTA DAGUPAN CITY, INC. (075) 517-2026 to 281 (075) 5226771 / 67 
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will be revealed, will likely contin- 
ue to keep market sentiment and 
conditions unsettled in the near 
term.” 

The current crisis is largely at- 
tributed to lax credit underwriting 
standards, as well as unfavorable 
employment trends in the world's 
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Shares close 
0.3% higher 


SHARE PRICES YESTER- 
day closed 0.3 percent 
higher in listless trading 
led by small company and 
mining shares, dealers 
sald. 

The composite index finished up 10.72 points to 3,434.45 
after trading in a narrow range of 3,423.73 and 3,441.34. 

Gainers led losers 66 to 45, while 54 stocks were un- 
changed. Volume traded was 5.9 billion shares worth P3.3 
billion ($73 million) 

Index leader Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. 
added 5.00 pesos to P2,805. 

Surging gold prices helped mining shares to post some of 
the day's biggest gains. Philex Mining, the nation's biggest 
miner by market value gained 20 centavos to P7.60. 

San Miguel Corp. A shares shed one peso at P60, while 
the B shares were unchanged at P61 AFP 


(See stock market report on Page B2) 
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Greenspan tells all 


I DECIDED NOT TO WRITE 
last week because my article MJR, 
would have coincided with the 

day Bernanke announced his 
decision. That seemed to be d 
rather ill timed so I decided to 
wait and see what he would do. 
To be honest, I thought he 
would cut interest rates by a 
quarter-point and await the 
next job-creation figures be- 
cause they are always revised, 
up or down, by as much as 
60,000. So last month's figures 
might be up 50,000 or down 
50,000. In the first case, the cut 
would not have been justified; 
in the second case, there would 
have been room for another 
half-point by the end of the 
„year. 

However, I feel sure that Pres- 
ident Bush pressured him, as 
2008 is election year and the 
last thing the President needs is 
a recession to add to his unpop- 
ularity over the war in Iraq. 
^ In Greenspan's book, of 
which Thave read numerous ex- 
tracts, he said he got on well 
with Ford, Nixon and Clinton 

"but not with, Bush. The Presi- 
dent was uncaring about the 
eventual demise of Medicare 10 
years hence and would not lis- 
ten to Greenspan's plea to in- 
Tease contributions, reduce 
" benefits to those still working or 
extend the retirement age. 

Bush was more preoccupied 
with Iran's oil. This bombshell 
pleased the Democrats no end 
and depressed the Republicans, 
who are set for a major defeat. 

Of course, the stock market 
was delighted, as few 
economists expected a half- 
point ut, and the Dow has risen 
to an all-time peak. Greenspan 
‘admitted he had been lucky be- 
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cause he had been working in a 
‘disinflationary’ era whereas the 
Fed is now facing the possibility 
of inflation next year- Central 
banks all over the world have 
been raising rates, often several 
times, and China has raised its 


te for the fifth time this 
well as increasing bank 
out of 


Bernankes decision 


was not an easy one especially 
as the core inflation measure- 
ment excludes food and oil, 
now ata record level. 

There is no doubt that the 
housing market will continue 
declining for at least a year, 


terms of new starts and 
People who bought 


homes with little or no deposit 
and adjustable mortgage rate 
were either ignorant of the dan- 
ger or were just gambling that 
they could sell their homes at a 
profit. It is not the job of the US 
Fed to bail out the speculators 
but it is hard to distinguish be- 


them so the President 


money to bail everybody out. In 
practice, this is just a political 


d many foolish people 


will lose their homes. 
Greenspan admitted that he 


foresee this bubble but 


it was a product of eupho- 


was not visible until the 
burst. We had the same 


thing with the Internet bubble 
when stocks were selling on 
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Price/Earnings ratios of 500. At that time, I 
was warning clients not to touch Nasdaq 
stocks as they were grossly overvalued. 
Eventually, nany went bankrupt while sur- 
vivors fell by as much as 95 percent and I 
am talking about well-known companies. I 
also warned investors back in 1993, when 
the Nikkei was at 39,500. NTT had a rights 
issue on a price earnings ratio of 240. I sai 
this was crazy and told everyone to sell the 
Japanese market. It eventually dropped 80 
percent and has still not recovered. 

‘The latest consumer prices have turned 
negative, which is a bad sign and there is no 
doubt that the US economy will slow down. I 
don’t think it will go into recession but the 
growth rate in the election year might well be 
between 1 percent and 2 percent. This will 
have some effect on Asian countries, particu- 
larly exporters, but should not affect the 
Philippines unduly as we mainly reassemble. 
A reduction in US interest rates will strength- 
en Asian currencies, including the peso, and 
push up gold as a hedge. Opec is hedging 
against the ever-declining dollar by buying 
euros and gold as well. Although gold looks 
high, it is still well below its 1980 high of 
$850 and allowing for 27 years of inflation, 
gold has a long way to catch up. 

The American dividend season has start- 
ed. I expect most companies other than 
banks will continue to grow. Any slowdown 
is unlikely to manifest itself before the 
fourth quarter and more likely in the first. 
quarter of 2008. Our dividend season starts 
after that of the US ends because we are 
much slower in preparing our accounts. 

The government has been advertising 
in all the newspapers that the GDP in the. 
second quarter was 7.5 percent. This in- 
cluded massive expenditure on infras- 
tructure, food, drinks and vote buying. It 
will not be repeated in the third or fourth 
quarter or next year. As for the BIR ex- 
ceeding its tax target for August, the per- 
centage was tiny and in the first seven 

is still way behind its goal. Do 
not get carried away by statistics, they 
can be presented to mean almost any- 
thing. I remember years ago in London 
when birth control pills were controver- 
sial, a spokesperson claimed that a young 
woman had taken the pill and was dead 
15 minutes later. He omitted to mention 
that she was killed by a drunken driver. 

‘The risk factor on the PHISIX is very high 
and although the index is likely to rise 
again on Monday, investors should avoid 
getting carried away and chasing the mar- 
ket. There should be a correction fairly 
soon. Seasonally, October to December is 
the best time to invest so perhaps we will 
have a sideways trend until the window- 
dressing period on Dec. 31. PX has been a 
good performer, based on its excellent 
monthly exports of copper and gold at fa- 
vorable prices. 

‘Amgen has discovered an important 
drug to cure amnesia. Unfortunately, I for- 
gotit. 

Greenspan's book, The Age of Turbu- 
lence, is outselling Harry Potter, so he is 
making a fortune. My book will be out 
shortly, The Age of Impotence. 

I said to my wife that if ever I was kept 
alive by a machine and sustained by bottles 
of nutrients, I would rather die. So she 
turned off the TV and threw away my beer. 

nathan.ronald@gmail.com 


Eton launches 
Makati condo 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


eugesgen 


ETON PROPERTIES PHILS. INC, THE 
property arm of the Lucio Tan Group, yes- 
terday launched its second. condominium 
project in Greenbelt, Makati City, which tar- 
gets professionals working in the central 
business district. 

Eton president Danilo Ignacio said during 
the launch yesterday that the 34-story Exon 
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Parkview Residences is on Gamboa Street be- 
hind the Asian Institute of Management. 

The project will offer 230 all-loft units. A 
‘one-bedroom unit ranges from 40 to 57 
‘square meters, and will sell at about P3.6 
million. 

A two-bedroom unit on the other hand, 
which is about 70 sqm, costs about P6.5 
million. 

Parkview follows Eton's first project in 
Greenbelt - The Greenbelt Residences - 
which as of July is 90-percent sold. 

Eton Parkview is in front of two 
parks—the Washington Sycip Park and 
Legaspi Park and is close to the Greenbelt 
Mall. It is a foreclosed asset of Allied 
Bank. The turnover for completed Eton 
Parkview units is scheduled for Decem- 
ber2011. 

Eton also unveiled yesterday a partner- 
ship with sister company Allied Banking 
Corp. to offer home mortgage financing 
rates at 5.5 percent to 8.38 percent for a 
fixed period, much lower than the industry 
average of 8.5 percent lowest rate. 

Allied Bank president Reynaldo Maclang 
said the housing loan will offer 5-,10-, 15- 
and 20-year terms to interested home buy- 
ersat fixed interest rates. 

Initially, the home loan financing will be 
offered exclusively to buyers of Eton's twin 
tower residential project in Ortigas dubbed 
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Mafia hit squad 


IT LOOKS LIKE THE NOTORI- That is impossible to achiev, — — — — — —: dum of agreement—just a freak- outinpumuingtheNBNproject. — From what I hear, the Lola at 
‘ous “Napocor mafia” is dead se- obviously since Napocor still ex- Tm ing MOA—that was unfortunate- Bear in mind that Joey de first shot it down when it was 
rious in its plan to maim the ercises monopolistic control in 2 ly bunched together with the Venecia did not attack the NBN brought to her by, who else, the 
Epira law. the sector. 1 NBN contract. project. By golly, he wanted it for group of Yoda, who seem to have 

Backed up by the "cappo de For instance, Napocor presi oo If something is wrong with the himself, didn't he? mastered the China connection. 
tutti cappi” (Le, Malacafiang), dent Cyril del Callar was in- MOA on the “cyber education” Unfortunately for him, theva- By the way, it is the same group 
the Napocor mafia just got an volved in a price-fixing scandal Banal IIT N project, by all means let us cor- lidity of the ZTE contract is stil that is said to be behind the com- 
opening for a possible hit—and last year in the so-called WESM, rectit. up to the judiciary pany called Philippine Broadband 
inthe Senate, at that! or the wholesale electricity spot I mean, if the roof is leaking, ^ To get the NBN project, there- that was fortunate enough to 

Don't tell me that senators are market. istration are talking about the youdon'tbur the whole house! fore, Joey de Venecia will have to’ have gotten one of only two 
in the mafia's hit squad! Thanks to that price manipula- geopolitics behind the issue,  Malacafiang cannot just drop wait for his chance, ifand when broadband frequency assign- 

In case you had buried your- tion, which by the way was al- which should pit the interest of the project to appease some the court decides to nullify the ments from the National Telecom; 
self the whole of last week—per- ready proven by the Energy Reg- the world’s only superpower, groups who stand to make a lot ZTE contract, munications Commission. 
haps to get away from all thean- ulatory Commission, we must which happens to be the United of money, if they have not al. Never mind that it is the same The other is owned by Meridi- 
tics of Speaker Jose "Yoda" de now bear a P2-per kilowatt hour States, in this part of the world ready made tons of it, from the project that was already shot an of Mark Jimenez, which was 
Venecia’s fair-haired boy—let me increase in our electricity bills. — against that of the world's next botched NBN project. down during the administrations sold to PLDT for hundreds of mil- 
inform you that, last Wednesday, Or take Napocor’s order of emerging superpower, which is The country needs the cyber of Fidel “Kuya Eddie" Ramos, lions. 
the Senate already conducted its coal supply early this year, for China. ‘Nay ko! education project. This much is Joseph “Wrist Band” Estrada and How come only those two got 
first hearing on the Epira amend- which we paid a stiff priceof$80 Anyway, caught in the dash clear. It is the only solution to our even Gloria “the Lola” Macapa- the frequencies worth billions of 
ments. to $125 per ton, even when the between China and US interests, gigantic problems in education. — galArroyo. pesos? 

The target is the provision in prevailing price at that time was which should only be painful for ^ Look, all our neighbors are al- 
the law that requires Napocor to only $60 per ton. usdown here, isthe cybereduca- ready into satellite-fed hitech [CRE MCLERA TCIM Teer iol ETIAM 
privatizeall ofits powerplantsby Guess what? We still must pay tion project of the Department of school lectures. We are still using 
2009, or two years from now. for it, overpriced and all. Education. stone tablets. 

At the moment, Napocor is al- Now wearetreatedtothisleg- — What do they call it again in And we are amazed that our 
ready violating the law, because islative lobby of the same guys the killing business, “collateral kids are falling behind the rest of 
it failed to follow the provision who brought us much suffering. damage?” the world in mathematics and 
that it should sell at least 70 per- They want to keep the Napocor ^ Okay the DepEd project may science subjects? I" 
centofitspowerplantsby2006. monopoly by amending the Epi- be tainted because of the allega- os a £ 

So far, Napocor has privatized ra. Ofcoursetheyalsogettokeep tions on the NBN project of the NOW IF THE aim of Yoda's fair- |Other MSI Products: ANIM anri 
only 28 percent, Grudgingly too! their rackets. DOTC, since both of them in- haired boy is to kill the ZTE con- [MSI Eee Recording (DTR) 

In the first Senate hearing last ^ And so, if the senators do not volved Chinese groups. tract, presumably because it is [MST Personnel Into.System (PIs) 
week, experts in the power in- see through such a scheme, are But so far, the DepEd project costly for us, perhaps we can now |rmosor, c isi One 3 Dds mua Cmd. Dii e sh Mau Cii 
dustry testified that nothing is wein trouble! has no contract. Again, NO con- expecthim and his group to go all- [Tet #922795 8238 F015; b52-450/38 ; 94-1525 fax No: 682-2795 E-mail: magasin com 
wrong with the Epira. e tract! It is still only a memoran- 

They indicated that, on the OKAY, PERHAPS to end the cir- 
contrary the problem lies in the cus in the Senate about that con- = 
people who are supposed to im- tract with the Chinese firm ZTE, ||C R A N E| [HAWK ANCHOR 
plement the law: They are aking this administration was forced to || VALVES s 
forever to privatize the plants, cancel it. — 
ped. 5 But i the Palace realy con- [Nash uaj/SUNLOID| [rS GI 

Crucial in the success of the vinced that the cancelation can || ALUMINUM DUCT TAPE || lwetowic aes stances] i 2 A, ares 
Epira—which was designed to hush all the noise over the issue? | Z ne = H 
bring down electricity rates in a There really is something Gou leg 
country that boasts of having the more to it than just plain pesos SOLENOID VALVES| Fees = S md a 
second highest power costs in the and centavos or, to be more pre- é aa CNR Priod 
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whole of Asia—is some honest- cise, dollars and cents. ARMSTRONG E BM ^ 5 
to-goodness competition in the According to a Cabinet mem- es 
power sector. ber, most top guns of this admin- CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY SS 


me ostii retra 
[358 G. ARANETA AVE., SANTOL, QUEZON CITY RMIT ewan ot nation, vn uer of patented pales sa e proveeted 
TELS. 7138211 TO 13. 7135191 FAX 7135182. A Tok 67226701077» Fax # 6722801091 e@hstargh com + wen star pcom 


WIP HOS W0S< MATERIAL HANDLING 


Racking Syatem : Shelving Syatams + Gondoies + Palla 


pom Trent Gusa——Yn capita 


SECURE your office from 
FRAUD & THEFT! 


Timekees 
2 pem 1 

Bempt E eo 

Philippine govern- SRO eo ten TR Somare 

ment, than what EPA 

they require from se- 

curities issued by the 


United States. Do- A 
mestic interest rates iris Y 
qe 


should therefore be 7 E BI E : 

higher than US in- » 3 ^ et examen eS | OR GET AN HP PROLIANT 
P 
Baron 


terest rates to attract ettn Mrd ane [| STAY AS YOU ARE 


erm j ML115 SERVER 
ee F 12.500 P 19,000 1 


bills fetched a high- TATAA AT A PRICE OF A DESKTOP 
er interest rate, hit- : t; 

ting 5.643 percent, 
or 3.6 basis points 
higher than its pre- 
vious rate of 6.607 
percent. 

It was the first 
time that the Bureau 
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cepted bids for the For as low as 
one-year bills after 
two consecutive auc- 
tions, where all ten- 
ders for these instru- 
ments were rejected. 

The rejections, ac- 
cording to treasury 
officials, were made MUCTARD . FOR ues waumes contact 
due to “absurdly 151512 333812 | 835-2860) 653-4040 : f r offi " : f fall hakie: Sonha ot 
M Pus aah ae esa eas ner MÌ Purchasing a server for your office requirements is now financially feasible. Starting a 
by investors. C cm A P46,500, you can now easily afford the reliability and stability proven by HP servers. 

Powered by Second-Generation AMD Opteron™ processor and embedded SATA RAID 


0,1,5, the HP Proliant ML115 Server delivers guaranteed performance and availability for 
PSBank your growing business requirements. Delivering constant uptime, with minimal deployment 
TIME y and less maintenance hassle at a fraction of the cost. Providing greater efficiency that lets 

CSO EPOSIT you respond to your customers needs faster. 


Fes00 
Fingerprint Taa 


Why run the risk? Upgrade your support level with HP Care Pack Services 
to keep your business up and running with guaranteed same-day response. 


Deposit Amount Interest Rates 
InPesos [Less than 1 Year| 1 Year peoo Su 


* Second Generation AMD Opteron" processor Model 1210 
(1.8GHz, 2M Coche] 


10000-49999 | — 350 3.50 ee os 


500,000- 999,809 | 375 375 ALTI HEU Dem 
TOWM-490NM | 450 | 480 


50MM-999MM | — 475 4.75 
From Sep 1 to Sep 30, get a shopping voucher worth Php 2,500 when you buy a Microsof® Windows® Server 2003 
10.0MM and up 5.00 5.00 OEM 5 CAL from HP (part # 409179821] with HP Proliant MLI 15 in a single Purchase Order 


‘Ranan are saeco cargo wirt poene, en por barum bav ond at et dccumeniary stamp sae | 


1-800-1441-6688 
or (632) 867-3557 
Manage your account online via PSBank Remote Banking. ph.contact@hp.com 
Open time deposit now in any of 162 branches nationwide. www.ilovéproliant.com.ph 


For mote information. lest PSBANK PTD <your name» langune no > seman address> 
hen send io OV. Ko Sman or 0017.b302327 for Giove and ether warRS o | “TERMS AND CONDITIONS Peas vist ww Novaprohant com ph for lems and conditons 
Hel onr oana d viesqun com ch (©2007 ewe Packard Development Company, L'A gs reserved. AMD, e AMO arrow log, AMO Opteron end combinations eret, re trademarks o Advanced Micro Deve, c re HP Contact 
Harte FO: ate Dy rci oh Dur 2008 eie is avaiable Mondays v Fay 80 10 5:30pm. 


AEI Marks Six Years 
of Excellence 


Asian Eye Institute held its 6th anniversary celebration at 
The Loft at Manansala Towers in Rockwell Center, Makati 
City. The highlights of the anniversary were the introduction 
of the Institutes new president, Benjamin K. Liboro, and the 
presentation of service and recognition awards to employees. 
Present during the anniversary were AEI Chairman Mi 
Oscar Lopez, Mr. Manolo Lopez, Mr. Jose Cuisia, partners 
and friends. 


„AEI launches Medical Travel 


Asian Eye Institute now offers patients a medical travel package that combines world-class eye treatment, 
at a more reasonable cost than in the US and other countries, with a relaxing vacation in some of the best 
establishments and resorts in the Philippines, under special rates and packages. Patients have the option 
1o stay while on treatment in Makali Shangri-La Hotel, 
Hotel Intercontinental, and Oxford Suites Makati. For 
leisure travel, choices of resorts include Alegre Beach in 
Cebu, Seawind in Boracay, and Club Noah in Palawan. 


We also understand the feeling of anxiety and the need 
for special care of patients who are away from home 
while undergoing treatment. Our International 
Customer Service Group, composed of different Asian 
nationals, will be happy to facilitate your medical visit. 
Language interpretation (for Japanese, Korean, 

Chinese, Indian, Indonesian, and German) is a value 

added service that is offered within the facility, free of 

charge. 


Not qualified for lasik? There are options 
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2001 

* Launched AEI Rockwell Clinic 

* Introduced potential acuity meter to estimate 
achievable 
Vision affer cataract surgery 

+ Introduced Planoscan or Conventional Lasik laser 
refractive surgery 

+ Established Japanese customer service leam 


2002 

* Acquired Photodynamic Laser for the treatment of 
macular degeneration 

+ Partnered with Bausch & Lomb for an Intravitreal 
Steroid Implant study, the first ime an international 
‘company conducted research on a novel ocular 
drug device in the Philippines 

* Introduced new Lasik technology (Zyoptix o* 
Customized Lasik) 

* Sponsored scientific lectures by world-renown: 
‘ophthalmologist Frank Myers 

* Cerified as Clinical Study Site by Western 
Institutional Review Board of California, USA. 

+ Established AEI Independent Review Board 'o 
monitoring safety in clinical studies 

+ Partnered with Ophthalmological Foundali -of the 
Philippines (OFPHIL) to provide cataract ¢ geries 
for indigent patients 


2003 

* Introduced Intravitreal Steroid in the treatment of 
macular edema caused by diabetic retinopathy and 
‘logged blood vessels 

+ Introduced Cold PhacoEmulsification for washing out 
of cataract without sutures 

+ Established the Low Vision / Visual Rehabilitation 
Service arid Optical Dispensary at AE! Rockwell 

+ Established International Customer Service for the 
Japanese and Korean market 


2004 

* Acquired the B&L Technolas 217 2-100 Excimer 
Lasik technology 

* Introduced Radial Optic Neurolomy to treat central 
vein occlusion (unclogging of retinal blood vessels) 
and Transpupillary Thermotherapy for treatment of 
central serious retinopathy (leakage of the retina) 

* Achieved Philhealth accreditation 

* Offered fellowship training in Low Vision and Visual 
Rehabilitation 

+ Partnered with B&L for Lasik studies, one of only. 
four centers in Asia 


* Introduced Aspheric LASIK technology for better 
nighttime vision. 

* Acquired optical coherence tomography for 
diagnosis and monitoring of glaucoma and retinal 
diseases ; 

+ Awarded "Outstanding Eye Care Center” for 
2004-2008 by the Consumers Union of the. 
Philippines 


2006 

* Introduced anti VEGF (Lucentis, Macugen and 
Avastin) treatment for macular degeneration (the first 
commercial use of Macugen in Asia) 

* Introduced Aspheric IOL lechnology (extra clear 
vision after cataract surgery) 

* Introduced the first Multifocal Lens (Restor) for abiity. 
to see near and far distance without wearing 
eyeglasses al any age 

* Introduced sutureless retina surgery 

* Achieved certification to ISO 9001:2000, ISO. 
44001:2005 and OHSAS 18000:1999 standards, the 
first ambulatory health care facility in the Philippines 
todo so 

* Recognized as an Investor in People by the 
International Quality Centre, U.K. for valuing human 
resources 

+ Expanded customer service for the Indian, European 

and U.S, markets 


2007 

* Served over 40,000 patients since 2001 

* Launched the AEI TriNoma Satelite Clinic 

* Introduced Toric IOL (IntraOcular Lens) for 
astigmatism 

+ Introduced Selective Laser Trabeculoplasty for 
glaucoma 

+ Partnered with Allergan on intra-vitreal 
dexamethasone study (swelling of the retina due to 
diabetes and hypertension) 

* Sponsored technician certifications in Optical 
Coherence Tomography and Fundus Photography 
by the Fundus Photography Reading Center, 
University of Wisconsin 

* Introduced AEI-OFPHIL fellowship program in 
glaucoma 

+ Introduced the AEI Medical Travel program. 

+ Expanded customer service for the Chinese and 
Southeast Asian markets 


Goodbye Astigmatism with Toric IOLs 


Intraocular lenses (IOLs) are arllicial lenses placed in the eye to 
restore vision after removal of a clouded natural lens (cataract). The 


latest generation of lOL—called Toric 


lOL—can now correct 


astigmatism and improve visual results after cataract surgery or 


refractive lens exchange. 


Astigmatism is the irregular shape of an 


eye thal prevents light from being, focused sharply and causes 
blurred vision and inabilly to see fine delais.The Toric IOL 
simultaneously corrects poor vision from cataracts, near and 
farsightedness, and now, astigmatism, a-relief for astigmatic patients! 
The Asian Eye Institute is one.of the pioneers in using ACRYSOF® 
Toric IOL technology (Alcon), ACRYSOF Toric IOLs have been shown 
In clinical studies to provide good distance vision, without the use of 
‘spectacles or contact lenses, in patients who have undergone 
cataract surgery or refractive lens exchange. There are no known 


ccontraindications and no additional risks to its use. 


Hope for macular degeneration: Anti-VEGF drugs 


‘Age-related macular degeneration (AMD) affects one of four elderly patients (>65 years old) and is the leading 
‘cause of blindness in developed countries. Symptoms of AMD include blurred central vision leading to inability to 
read or drive, When a patient develops the wel form of AMD—when abnormal blood vessels leak or bleed, 
damaging the retina--blindness usually takes place within two years. Previously, wet AMD was treated with lasers, 
which at best would slow down the rate of visual loss. There was practically rio hope for regaining vision. 


Many patients come to Asian Eye Institute (AE!) to undergo laser surgery because they are tired of the 
hassle of wearing eyeglasses or contact lenses. 


LASIK remains to be the most popular form of laser vision correction. In LASIK, we cut a thick flap on the 
comea, vaporize tissue with the laser and reposition the flap afterwards. Having a thick flap protects the 
Ceara nran) eves vent heron and bestens Desino, ‘Two years ago, doctors from the Asian Eye Institute pioneered in the Philippines a treatment for wet AMD using 
anti-VEGF drugs, which cause rapid closure of the abnormal blood vessels. Use of these drugs leads lo restoration 
ar improvement of vision in around 80 percent of eyes. Due to these exciling results, anl VEGF drugs have 
become the standard of care for wet AMD. For the first time, patients can now expect improvement in their vision 
from anti-VEGF treatments. Available treatments include: Macugen (Pfizer), Lucentis (Novartis), and Avastin 


But not everyone is qualified for LASIK. In around two to five percent of cases, the corneal thickness is not 
enough to accommodate cutting a flap, removing tissue for laser correction and still have enough thickness 
to maintain the strength and structural integrity of the comea over the next few years. If the cornea is loo 
thin it weakens and deformation occurs, leading to irregular grade or astigmatism. This condition is called 


ectasia. Additional laser surgery is not advisable because it may further weaken an already thin cornea. 
Patients would then need to go back to wearing eyeglasses or hard contact lens. 


Each person is born with a pre-determined comeal thickness, and this does not change even as we age. 
During the screening test before LASIK, we perform specific measurements and if the corneal thickness. 
after computation falls below the internationally accepted guidelines, we inform the patient that LASIK may. 
not be the safest procedure to correct their grade with the use of laser. 


We suggest surface ablation procedures such as. 
PRK (Pholorefractive kerateclomy), LASEK (Laser 
epithelial keratomileusis) or EpiLASIK. Among 
these treatments, EpiLASIK and LASEK are widely 
used because a thin layer of cells is preserved and 
returned over the part of the cornea that received 
laser treatment for protection and to aid in healing. 


In June 2007, AEI presented its results at an 
international convention of laser surgeons in 
Bangkok and showed that EpiLASIK and LASEK 
are safe and effective in the treatment of nearsight- 
edness and astigmatism. 


The AEÍ offers a full range of laser vision correction 
procedures. Ils strict screening protocol ensures à 
sale recommendation of what is best for each 
individual. 


(Roche), 


SLT: A revolutionary treatment for Glaucoma 


A revolutionary treatment for glaucoma, Selective 
Laser Trabeculoplasty (SLT) controls eye pressure, 
minimizing the use of eye drops. SLT opens clogged 
drains in the eye and restores eye pressure back lo a 
‘safe level to prevent further progression of the disease. 
Effective and successful for most open-angle 
glaucoma patients, SLT is a clear allemative for 
Conditions not controlled with previous laser surgery or 
eye drops. It is painless and non-invasive, and does 
not involve needles, knives or sutures. Itis simple and 
convenient The procedure takes only five minules, 
and involves no restrictions or limitations for the patient 
after treatment. It may. also replace the daily use of 
'expensive eye drops. 


‘The effect of the laser may wear off over time. Serious 
complications with SLT are extremely rare, bul like any 
other surgical procedure, it has some risks. Going to 
an eye doctor experienced in SLT can minimize such 
occurrences. Ask your glaucoma specialists at AEI 
about this new laser for glaucoma. 
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Asian Eye Institute at Six: 
FORWARD AND 
NORTHWARD 


AEI opens satellite clinic 
in TriNoma 


AEI in TriNoma hopes to serve the eye care and treatment needs 
of people who live in the northern part of Metro Manila, 
especially residents of Quezon City, Malabon, Caloocan, 
Valenzuela, and nearby provinces like Bulacan and Pampanga. 


(L-R) Mr Lopez. Mayor Belmonte. priestpresider Father Allan 
Samonte. and AEI founding President and Medical Directo. 
"Dr. Felipe 1. Tolentino 


"We went right in the direction where the compass needle always points: North." The Institute conducts research and works with noted pharmaceutical companies for developing 

drugs that would advance eye care and treatment. 

With these words, Oscar M. Lopez, chief of the Lopez Group of Companies, formally inaugurated last 

Aug. 7 the new satellite clinic of Asian Eye Institute (AEI) in TriNoma, the new Ayala mail in north Quezon The opening of the new AE! clinic in TriNoma, according to Tolentino, coincides with AEI's sixth 

City year anniversary in September, and “the Institute looks back with much pride for all its 
‘accomplishments through all those years." he said. 

Lopez founded this world-class eye center in 2001 with renowned U.S.-based Filipino ophthalmologist, Dr. 


Felipe I. Tolentino, who was at the occasion together with Quezon City Mayor Feliciano Belmonte, Jr. Mayor Belmonte, for his part, expressed gratitude to AE! for choosing Quezon City as the location 


Of iis first satelite clinic “AEI's presence in TriNoma affirms the City’s booming economy and 
improving lifestyle of our people; now we can say thal our residents here in thé City can avail of 
high quality health care services," he said. 


"This new clinic in TriNoma, the Institute's first satellite, signals our readiness for growth." Lopez said, 
noting AEl's commitment to bring its services closer to the people, especially to those who live in the 
northern cities and provinces. Quezon City is the largest in Metro Manila and the gateway to the 


metropolis for those coming in from the northern part of Luzon. în addition to its expansion and research pursuits, AEI aiso continues its social and community 


Lopez also noted AE!'s commitment to "discover and deliver" more innovative and efficient services to its 
patients through continuing research. "We want to make sure that the advances made abroad through 
research and education also find their way here where we can make use of them directly or adapt them to 
sult our needs more closely and thereby benefit more of our people,” he said. 


Meanwhile, AEI founding President and Medical Director Dr. Tolentino took the occasion as an opportunity 
to highlight the uniqueness of the Institute, which he considers as the reason why the Institute is able to 
offer first-rate services. 


"AEI is unique because our medical staff is committed full time to serve our patients, and they have the 


service projects. In 2006, AEI, the Ophthalmological Foundation ‘of the Philippines, and the 
Quezon City government signed an agreement to provide free cataract surgeries to select 
indigents of the City. The program is ongoing, 


The TriNoma clinic offers general eye consultations, diagnosis and management of diseases (e.g. 
Calaract, glaucoma, retinal diseases, strabismus), screening for LASIK (laser eye surgery), and 
pediatric eye care. Clinic hours are 10AM lo 6PM, 7 days a week, with al least one ic 
‘ophthalmologist daily. Surgeries are all done in AE! Rockwell to ensure the controlled environment 
o necessary in eye procedures. 


passion to improve the outcome of their treatment through research," he said. 


‘When you're in the: 
: limelight, you have 
to be.cool under 

pressure. That's. 
why I chose Asian 
Eye Institute for my 
laser eye surgery. 


No more hassle 
‘from lost eyeglasses 
or contact lens —. 
infections. And 
with my eyes in the 
“hands of experts, no 


more worries: 


It's clear to me, I 
made a really cool 
dehbieel = 


Gerald R. Anderson 
Movie and TV Personality 


AEI ROCKWELL 
9th and 10th Floors, Phinma Plaza 
Rockwell Center, Makati City, 
Tel. No. (+632) 898-2020 - 
(+632) 898-2007 
Mobile No. (+63918) 898-2020 
Fax No. (+632) 898-2002 
Email: eyehelp@asiansyeinstitute.com 


AEITRINOMA 

Level 1 TriNoma 

EDSA cor. North Avenue, Quezon City 
Tel. No. (+632) 901-3931 - (632) 901-3932. 
Mobile No. (463917) 897-2020 

Fax No. (+632) 901-3865 

Email: aei. rinomaglobelines.com.ph 


ASIAN 


32) 898-2004 


Because your eyes are worth it. 


Our Services 


Treatment and Managemeit of Diseases 

AEI offers comprenensive eye examinations and 
diagnostic checks, laser procedures or surgery for 
cataract, uvelis, glaucoma and retinal diseases 
Mke diabetic — iünopzÜy, macular 
degeneration, reina! detachment, rotinal 

vein occlusion, and macular holes. 


AEI performs moder cataract surgery 

under eye dop anesthesia—no 
sucnes, no confinement. We give our 
pabents a choice of ihe iatest 
intraocular lenses (IOL) from the US. 

and Europe. AEI was the fret in the 
Philippines lo introduce advanced 
medicines for macular degeneration and 
thereby offer hope for patients to regain vision 


LASIK (Refractive Laser Eye Surgery) 

AEI offers the ideal lifestyle solution for those who 
went to get rid of their eyeglasses and contact 
lenses. LASIK is fast, safe, and virtually painless 
The entire procedure takes about five minutes per 
‘eye, and patients can retum to their normal routine 
Ske working, reading and driving within one Io wo 
days. The Instile specializes in Zyoptix customized 
and aspheric LASIK, which are performed by a 
ful-ime, dedicated eye surgeon. 


Oculoplastic Surgery 
Eyelid deformities con cause eyelashes to grow 
inward, causing injury to the surface of the eye and 
also blocking vision. AE's eye plastic surgery service 
‘specializes in fing such deformities. 1 also offers 
‘cosmetic enhancements, such as adding the eyelid 
fold that most Asian women want lo have. 


Pediatric Ophthalmology 

‘Charen aiso have vision problems but some may be 
tunable to communicate this lo thew parents. Such 
conditions, i left untreated, may permanently imi a 
chics visual potential, Bringing a child io AEI for his 
first complete eye examination may be one of a 
parent's most important decisions. 


Low Vision and Visual Rehabilitation 

‘Our Low Vision Center specializes in the evaluation 
and rehabilitation of patients to maximize their 
remaining eyesight and enable them to enjoy quality 
Of e despie their vision problems. AEI has a full 
range of low vision devices and a rehabiltalon 
facility to help address varying requirements. 


Contact Lens Service 

AEI prowdes evaluation and management of all 
‘contact lens needs and problems, indudng 
‘nearsightedness, farsightedness, and astigmatism. 
IK offers conventional, toric, aspheric. bifocal, 
‘multiocal, and other customized coniac! lens 
designs. 


Optica! Dispensary 

AETS Rockwell faciity has an Oplical Dispensary 
wih a wide selection of frames, sunglasses, 
Protective sports eyewear, and other accessories. A 
‘quallly assurance system is in place to ensure we 
dispense only quality optical products. 


THE MEDICAL TEAM 


Front Row (L-R): Dr. Norman Fajardo, Dr. Edgar Lenenberger, 
Dr: Annabelle Ching. Dr. Felipe Tolentino 
Dr. melda Yap-Velasa, Dr -Pik Sha Chan-Uy 
Second Row (L-R): Dr. Robert Ang, Dr. Jesse Caguiou, 
Dr: Amadeo Veloso, Dr. Harvey Uy, Dr. Franklin Kleiner, Dr: Jocelyn Ang 


The medical team of Asian Eye Institute is composed of 
experienced eye specialists who are fellowship graduates 
of Harvard Medical School. 


FELIPE |, TOLENTINO 
Founding President & Medica! Director 


ROBERT EDWARD T. ANG, M.D. 
Comea & Refracive Surgery 
Glaucoma & Cataract 
Comprehensive Ophthalmology 


HARVEY S. UY, M.D. 

Uveitis & Ocular immunology 
Retina & Vitreous Disease 
Cataract 

Comprehensive Ophthalmology 
ANNABELLE A. CHING, M. 
Glaucoma & Cataract 
Comprehensive Ophihalmology 


PIK SHAT. CHAN-UY M.D. 

Adult Retina & Vitreous Disease 
Pediatic Ophthalmology & Strabismus 
Cataract 

Comprehensive Ophthalmology 


EDGAR U. LEUENBERGER, MD. 

Glaucoma & Cataract 

Comprehensive Ophthalmology 
AMADEO A. S. VELOSO, JR, M.D. 

NORMAN ERIC F. FAJARDO, M.D, Retina & Vitreous Disease 

Pediatric Ophthalmology & Srabismus Cataract 

Cataract Comprehensive Ophthal ology 

Comprehensive Ophthalmology 

IMELDAR. YAP-VELOSO, M.D. 

Glaucoma & Cataract 

Comprehensive Ophthalmology 


MARY JOCELYN U. ANG, M.D. 
General & Pediatric Anesthesiology 


FRANKLIN G. KLEINER, M.D. JESSE B. CAGUIOA, 0.0. 
Eye Plastic & Reconstruciive Surgery Vision Rehabiitalion Specialist 
Orbital & Lacrimal Surgery 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
ak DY int! Bldg., 1650 San Marcelino 
cor. General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the folowing companies/employers have fled 
with this Regional Office applications for Alien Employment Permis: 


Name of Foreign 
National/Citizenahip. 


Position 


‘SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS 
PHILIPPINES CORP. 

(GIF Bonaventure Plaza, 
Ortigas Ave., Greenhils, 
San Juan Ciy 


BENOICE TRANSPORTATION 
MANAGEMENT INC. 

2IF Unit A, Orchid Tower, 

Oriental Garden, Chino Roces Ave., 
Makati Cy 


24HRS CAR CENTER CORP. 
8418 Sucat Fd, Good Subd., 
BF Homes, Parañaque Cly 


TM (MANILA) SHIP-MANAGEMENT, INC. 
Sule 804 Ermita Center Big, 
1350 Roxas Bid, Ermita, Mana 


Masaru Tamura 
Japanese 


PENN PHILIPPINES, INC. 
FTI Avenue, FTI Complex, 
Taguig, MM. 


Witam Wight King 
Australan 


JALLANDAR LENDING INVESTOR CO. 
12-B Rev. Garcia St, 
Project 4, Quezon Ciy 


Amit Chohan 


DELTA ROCK RESOURCES INT'L, 
CORPORATION 

Unit 740 Ciy & Land Mega Plaza, 
Brgy. San Antonio, Pasig Ciy 


DELTA ROCK RESOURCES INT'L. 
CORPORATION 

Unit 740 Cly & Land Mega Plaza, 
Brgy. San Anionio, 

Pasig Ciy 


NOKIA SIEMENS NETWORKS 
PHILIPPINES, INC. 

0f Philamife Tower, 

Paseo de Roxas, Makali Cily 


4D STEEL DETAILING (ASIA) LIMITED 
Uni 303 B The Taipan Place, 

Emerald Ave, Ortigas, 

Pasig Cily 


Richard David 
Charis Cullen 
New Zealand 


MOO DEUNG CORP. 

B26 LA 301 Automotive Precinct 
Westalo, Alabang. 
Muntinlupa Ciy 


Yeongsuk Hong 


Korean 


JE SE GROUP OF COMPANIES 
PHILS. CORPORATION 

IF Legaspi Tower 300, 

P. Ocampo St, Malate, Manila 


Myosgseong Jang 
Korean 


EXCELLENT HAPPY TRADING 
CORPORATION. 

GIF Legaspi Tower 300 cor 

P. Ocampo St, Malate, Manila 


NORWEGIAN MARITIME 
FOUNDATION OF THE PHILS. INC. 
NTC Bidg., TESDA Complex, 
East Service Rd, Taguig Ciy 


 BUZZA TRADING INC. 
761 Roxas Bd, 
‘Tambo, Paranaque Ciy 


BUZZA TRADING INC. 
761 Roxas Blvd., 
Tambo, Parañaque Ciy 


EDUGATE INCORPORATED 
32020 East Tower, 

PSEC, Exchange Rd., 

Pasig City 
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Cantor for Health Development - X. 
NORTHERN MINDANAO MEDICAL CENTER 
7 ‘Gaptol Compound, Cagayan de Oro Ciy 
= Talophono No.- 728362; Fax No.: 721794 
‘Website: www doh.gov.phirmmc 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The NORTHERN MINDANAO MEDICAL CENTER (NMMC), though the Genoral 
Appropriations Act 2007 intends to apply the sum of Two Milion Four Hundred 
Ninety Seven Thousand Nine Hundred Fourteen Pesos ang Filly Conlavos 
(Php 497,514.50) being he Approved Budget fr the Contract (ABC) to payments. 
Te ins procurement lor various hospital supplies. Bids received in excess ol fà 
ABC shall be automaticaly rejected at Bid opening. 


The Northem Mindanao Medical Center now invites Bids from eligible bidders lor 
various hospital supplies. Delivery of e goods is required by November 2007. The 
description of an ele bidder is contained in Secon Il of the Bidding Documents, 
ire. 


Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non- 
discretionary passai criteria as specified in the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (PLA. 9184), otherwise known as 
the "Government Procurement Rom Act” And is restricted to Fipno cons! 


privieges o Flpino clizns, pursuant 
To Commonwealth Ac! 138 (C.A 139). Oy bids rom Bidders who pass he elgbily 
heck wil be opened. The process lor he eigibilly check s desorbed in Section I 
Of the Bidding Documents. ITB. The bidder wih the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) 
Shall advance to the post-quallfication stage in order lo finally determine 
‘of ho Bid 1o lechnical and financial requirements of the projec. 
‘The contract shall than be awarded lo the Lowest Calculated and Responsive 
Bidder (LCRB] who was determined as such during the post-qualification 
procedure. 
Interested Bidders may obtain further information trom Northern Mindanao Medical 
Center and inspect the Bidding Documents atthe address given below irom 8:00 
amio 500 pm. 


Acomplele set o! Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders from 
{he address below and upon payment of a non-refundable fe in ne amount ol Two 
Thousand Pesos (Phg2,000.00), The method ol payment wi bo through Cash. The 
‘Biking Documents shall be received personaly by ihe prospective Bidder or his 
authorized representative. 


“The NORTHERN MINDANAO MEDICAL CENTER will hod a Pre-Bid Conference 
pen io al interested partes on October 2, 2007 — 2:00 pm at NMIMC Training 
Room. 


Bids and egy requirements must be delivered io the address below on or belore 
3:00 am of October 15, 2007. Al Bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security in 
the lom of CastiCashiar's Check (One percent ol the ABC) or Bank Guarantee 
(One and one-half percent o! the ABC). Late Bids shall ot be accepted. 


Bid opening shall be on October 15, 2007, 9:00 am at NMMC Training Room. 
Bids wil be opened in the presence ol tne Bidder reprecartaves who choose 10 
attend at me adress below. 

The NORTHERN MINDANAO MEDICAL CENTER reserves ihe righi to acceptor 
‘eject any Bi, to annui the bidding process, and 1o reject ali Bids al anytime prior 1o 
contract award, without thereby incurring any liabiity to the affected Bidder or 
Baders 


NORTHERN MINDANAO MEDICAL CENTER 
TROY JOHN T. TABANAS, MD, FPAFP, DPSCOT 


(S94) TROY JOHN T. TABANAS, MD, FPAFP, DPSCOT 
BAC Chairman 
(PO September 25,2007) 


Zamboanga City Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
(ZAMCELCO) 
anto Ciy 


INVITATION TO BID 


The Zamboanga Oty Ecc Cooperae nc (ZAMCELCO) t Pu. tis cy per requiste 
under Board Polos on Pre Qualcatons, anc Scs and Awards iles ALL nleesied Biers) 
‘Suppers io bid lor the supply ol he folowing eecica matenalslequpmenttens, ow 
No Quantity Unit hem Deseription 
1 38 SETS PSION HANDHELD COMPUTER 2M8 RAM SERIAL BOTTOM TYPE 
WITH EXTECH THERMAL PRINTER 30007 THS SERIES WITH 
COMPLETE ACCESSORIES CABLE. BATTERY, ADOPTOR, ETC. 
NOTE: AGENCY PRICE P S2 000 00SET 
PSION HANDHELD COMPUTER 2UB RAM SERIAL BOTTOM TYPE 
WITH MIN SERIAL PRINTER Il WITH COMPLETE ACCESSORIES. 
‘CABLE, BATTERY ADOPTOR, ETC. 
NOTE: AGENCY PRICE PS2.000.00SET 
DELIVERY PERIOD WITHIN 30 DAYS AND PAYABLE 
WITHIN 12 MONTHS PERIOD AND PAYMENT 
STARTS ON JANUARY 2008. 

You may secure the Pre qualícafon Requirements rom he ofice ol he Franoe Department, 
ZAMCELCO Complex in Puak Pis cy anime curng ofice hows and sumi he same upon 
‘compleson ol al reqarements Perso 

‘Submission oe Pre-quaicaton Requirements shat ot be ter fan pmol September 
26,2007 and no documents appearing Heo, shat be accepted reat UPON PAYMENT 
GE ANON REFUNDABLE FEE OF FIVE THOUSAND PESOS (P5,000.00) ONL. 

‘A applicarts ml e dy noted as othe resus ol the pre qualicaton ebgblty proces. 
Oniy those ho ae pre qusifed nd be alowed i paricpate in me deg, A pos qualfcaon 
may be conducted cocoon ereaer 

‘kg wil be conducted on October 2, 2007. 

‘Sealed td in ducicate copes sto be subeiled 1o the Comite on Bids and Awards at 
the Ohce o e France Deparment t he bore merdoned adress on or beoe 200 pm ol 
(October 2,207. Five percent (5x Beer s Bond is requeed as a matier cl polo. 

The night rejec ny oral bids, 1o wave any formali eren, oro accept such bid as may 
be Geor advantageous o he coap is hereby eee as an sce prae di 


(Sod) RENERIO R. RAMOS 
Genera Manager 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2007 


shi atthe lene 
PHILIPPINE HEALTH INSURANCE CORPORATION 
Tete 69.9909 verdi por 


d 


The Philippine Heath insurance Corporation (PhiHealh) wishes lo inle bidders or 
the Enterprise Network Equipment and Enterprise Backup System, in 
accordance with the rules on Publ: Bidding, per Republic Act No. 9184. 


Request for Proposal (RFP) can be oblained from September 25, 2007 lo October 1, 
2007, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Office of tho Secretarial — Bids and Awards 
Commitee (OSBAC) Room 1107 11" Flor Clysate Centre, 709 Shaw Bhd. Brgy. 
Oranbo, Pasig City upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Php 5,000.00 per 
project. 


The PhilHealth had provided funds for these projets. The approved budgets forthe 
contracts are Php 6,000,000.00 and Php 4,100,000.00 respectively 


A pre-bid conference wil be held on October 2.2007 al 10:30 am. lor fhe Enterprise 
Network Equipment and 1:30p.m. for the Enterprise Back-up System al the 
OSBAC Conference Area (Rm. 1108). 


The bidders shall prepare heir duly accomplished eligibility requirements, technical 
and financial proposal i tree separate sealed envelopes and drop in e respective 
bid boxes located atthe above-mentioned address. 


‘Submission of bids wil be on Oclober 15, 2007 on or before 10:30 a.m. forthe 
Enterprise Network Equipment and on or before 1:30 noon for the Enterprise Baci- 
up System atthe OSBAC. Opening of bids wil flow al 10:30 am. and 1:30 pm. 
respectively atthe same venue. Any bidder who comes lale wil nol be entertained. 
The oficial ime clock shall be the wall clock localed at Room 1106 (OSBAC). Any 
bid subriled aller the cutoff tine wil not be accepted. 


‘The BACITR shall determine if each prospective bidder is eligible to participale in 
the bidding by examining the completeness of each prospective bidder s elgibity 
requirements or statements against a checklist of requremenls, using the non- 
discrotionary "pase/fall* criteria. 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
(PUBLIC BIDDING) 


To guarantee the fiti performance by the winning bier of hisiher obligations 
under the contract prepared in accordance wih the bidding documents, helshe shall 
post a Bid Securiy in any ofthe folowing forms and amount; 

Meimum Aunt incl 


‘Approved Budget for the 
Contractobo Bld 


moto Big 
Security for 
Enrico Backup 
Stem. 


Forms ol Security 


[Ces cored check] 
asnar reck, 


One pacer)  Pro4t9000 


renia naipon V2] 
Tro andana percen (Z 2) 
‘Gre dred percert (100%) 


LECT) 
Pre 10280000 
[Im] 


"We lock forward to your paricipaion inthis worthwhile endeavor. 


PhilHealth reserves the right to waive any formality on the eligibility 
requirements of this project. Furthermore, PhilHealth reserves the right to 
reject any and all proposals, or declare a failure of bidding, or not award the 
contract, and makes no assurance that a contract shall be entered as a result 
of this invitation. 


Sod.) MELINDA C. MERCADO 

Senior Vice President, Management Senices Sector and 

‘Chatman, Bids and Awards Conmilee for Intormation Technology Resources 
(PDI - September 25, 2007) 


ro Sgt 256326300 
SEND YOUR RESUMES INSTANTLY 


I DR a VISIT US AT www.jobmarketonline.com 


OBITUARIES 


Message of Chanks 


Perhaps you sent a lovely card, or sat upon a chair. 
Perhaps you sent us beautiful flowers, if so we saw them there. 
Perhaps you spoke the kindest words that any friend could say. 

Perhaps you were not there at all, just thought of us that day. 
Whatever you did to console our hearts, 
We thank you so much, whatever your part. 


From the family of the late 


Brig. Gen. Bienvenido R. Castro (Ret) 


07 URUAN 


ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
TBTI8TI6/136A3TI 
09213497170 


INVITATION TO BID 


The Regional Development Council-Cordillera 
Administrative Region (HOC-CAR) tnvios interostod 
parties 1o bid for the project "Preparation of 
Cordillera Investment Promotion Collaterals” wih 
{he folowing components: (a) Development, Printing 
‘and Packaging of Regional Investment Brochure: and 
(b) Enancement of Exising English DVD and its 
‘Translation to Chinese Mandarin, Spanish and 
Japanese Languages. 


“To quality, submit letter ol inent, company profile, and 
at least 2 samples of previous works 10 fe address 
feted below, nat lator han 28 September 2007. Terms 
ol Relerence shall be released to qualified bidders 
Staring 1 October 2007, at 1:00 PM. 


Investment Promo Materials Project 
‘The Regional Developmen! Counci-CAR 

o National Economic and Development Authority 
Botanical Garden Leonard Wood Road 

2600 Baguio Ciy, PHILIPPINES 

Fal No- (074) 444-7144 


col. 86 25.2007) 


[ETE 


SWISS HATCHES 
BOLD & DIAMOND SPECILSTS 


sec ndo gta 
(o0 + 8007956 


BUY- SELL- PAWN | WE BUY ot HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 
HIS & HERS Watch Center 
5546593 5897041 
0917-8473744 


‘other SWISS SWATCHES 
JEWELRY 
DIAMONDS 

BEST PRICE 


GoldCrest Bldg. 
Glorietta-2 Makati 


soul. 


Gn Toying Memory 


On the First Death Anniversary of 
2LT. ANTONIO T. TUBLE, PAF (Ret.) 


October 6, 1933 — September 25, 2006 


His loving wife, Ma. 
Sergia, and children, 
Edwin & Au, Rommel, 
and Mae Sharon, request 
relatives, friends, and 
pious readers to pray for 
the eternal repose of his 


Mariel Gina 
Francia Bello 


November 6, 1961 - September 20, 2007 


of Bangko Sentral Ng Pilipinas passed 
away on September 20, 2007 after 
receiving the Last Sacrament. 


The bereaved husband: Ramon (Bong) 
V. Bello; daughter: Samantha Bianca; 
parents: Guillermo V. Francia, Sr.j and 
Aurora A. Franciat; parents-in-law: 
Manuel R. Bellot and Conchita V. 


Lam the resurrection and the life, says the Lords 
whoever believes in Me will never die. John 11:25 


Bello; brothers and sisters, brothers-in- 
aw, sisters-in-law, uncles, aunts, cousins, 
nephews, nieces, other relatives and 
friends request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of her soul. 


The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will 
be offered for him today, 
September 25, 2007 at 
Our Lady of Loreto Parish, 
Basa Air Base, Floridablanca, 


Pampanga at 8:00AM ^ tà P A 
> 


esie Ses 


Notify family and friends of a loved one 
who had just passed away. 
We accept death notices, announcing details of the person’s 
wake and interment. For a very affordable fee you can reach 
out to everyone who have been a part of the life 
of your dearly departed. For more information, [ Es 
you may contact Inquirer Classifieds 
at (02)897 8425. 


Holy Mass will be held at Loyola 
Memorial Chapel at 8:00 a.m., 
September 25, 2007. Interment will 
follow at Heritage Memorial Park, 
Taguig City. 


N cO Ee ——^ 


"absent from the body to be present 
with the Lord." 2 Corinthians 5:8 


mz 
Se 


“Come to Me, all you who are weary 
7 and burdened, and I will give 
, YOU rest.” Matthew 11:28 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2007 


DIT-listed 
investments 
up 2696 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


INVESTMENTS REGISTERED WITH 
the Department of Trade and Industry's 
incentives-granting agencies rose 26 per- 
cent to P158 billion in January to August 
this year from year-ago's P126 billion. 

In a statement, Trade Secretary Pe- 
ter B, Favila said the increase showed 
the level of confidence of both local 
and foreign investors in the country. 

DTI data showed that from January 
to August, the Board of Investments ap- 
proved P69 billion worth of projects 
while the Philippine Economic Zone Au- 
thority registered another P89 billion. 

Ofthe total, foreign investors account- 
ed for P80.7 billion or 51 percent of the 
total, with the American's committing 
P28.2 and the Japanese, P27 billion. 

Favila said the manufacturing sector 
accounted for 38.4 percent or P60.61 
billion of the committed investments, 
while real estate accounted for P34.8 
billion (22 percent); electricity and gas 
infrastructure, P15.3 billion (9.7 per- 
cent); and information technology, 
P10.9 billion (6.9 percent). 

Last year’s investments in the manu- 
facturing sector was P31.4 billion. 

The biggest projects were Mabuhay 
Vinyl's P564.6-million facility for the 
manufacture of caustic soda and hy- 
drochloric acid and liquid and Pilip- 
inas Kyohritsu’s P453.3-million auto- 
motive wiring harness venture. 

Favila said further growth in invest- 
ments was expected especially in in- 
frastructure development. 

Trade Undersecretary Elmer C. Her- 
nandez said the projects approved so 
far were expected to create 93,164 
new jobs. 
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PNOC-EDC attracts 
24 potential bidders 


Gov't expects to raise P32-P36B from sale 


By Abigail L. Ho 


PHILIPPINE NATIONAL OIL CO. HAS AT- 
tracted 24 potential bidders for its 60-per- 
cent stake in PNOC Energy Development 
Corp., the country’s largest geothermal en- 
ergy development company. 

The state firm is selling 6 billion common 
and 7.5 billion preferred shares represent- 
ing 26.67 percent and 33.33 percent, re- 
spectively, of PNOC-EDC’s outstanding cap- 
ital stock. 

The 24 groups that met yesterday's noon 
deadline for the submission of letters of in- 
terest included ABN-AMRO Bank, Aboitiz 
Power Corp., Africa Israel Group-Asia Paci 
ic, Alsons Consolidated Resources Inc., 
American Orient Capital Partners (Philip- 
pines) Inc., Ashmore Energy, ATN Holdings 
Inc., Belo Gozon Elma Parel Asuncion & Lu- 
cilla, Basic Energy Corp., First Gen Corp., 
Geysir Green Energy represented by Sycip 
Salazar and International Power Plc. 

The other potential bidders included 
Kanematsu Corp., Latham & Watkins LLR 
Marubeni Philippines Corp., One Energy 
Ltd., Orix Corp., PCCI Securities Brokers 
Corp., Reykjavik Energy Invest, Rosalie A. 
Dimaano, Suez Energy Asia Co. Ltd., Sum- 
itomo Corp., Sycip Salazar Hernandez & 
Gatmaitan Law Offices and Triratna Hold- 
ings Corp. 

They are vying for the majority stake of 
PNOC-EDC, which accounts for 60 percent 
of the country's installed geothermal power 
plants, with an installed capacity of 1,198 
megawatts. 

During yesterday's prebid conference, 
Development Bank of the Philippines presi- 
dent Reynaldo David said the state-owned 
financial institution was trying to arrange 
financing for the winning bidder. 

“We understand that the timetable is 


Customs vows to raise 
additional P12B in revenue 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS HAS COM- 
mitted to generate P12 billion more than its 
revenue target in the remaining four 
months of the year. 

In last week's BOC command conference 
meeting presided by President Macapagal- 
Arroyo, Customs Commissioner Napoleon 
Morales said his office would meet its col- 
lection target for the full year despite a 
shortfall in the first half. 

He said measures like automation of its 
operations would help plug revenue leaks 
and curb smuggling and help the BOC ex- 
ceed its collection target for September to 
December. 

The BOC is tasked to collect P228.2 bil- 
lion for the entire year. For January to Au- 


gust, it was supposed to collect P145.946 
billion to stay on track of its full-year target. 
Actual collection was only P133.894 billion. 

Its official target for September to Decem- 
ber was set at P82.254 billion, but the BOC 
vowed to collect P94.306 during the period. 

Raising P94.306 billion in September to 
December would enable the BOC to meet 
its full-year target. 

Due to the shortfalls in the collections of 
BO! and Bureau of Internal Revenue in the 
first half, the government breached its bud- 
get deficit ceiling during the period. 

‘The Department of Finance, mother agen- 
cy of the BIR and the BOC, said the govern- 
ment was back on track to meeting its goal 
of reducing the deficit for the year to only 
P63 billion after these agencies’ collection 
performance improved in July and August. 


Peso seen hitting 42:$1 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


AMERICAN EXPRESS BANK SEES THE PE- 
so surging to as high as 42:$1 in the next 
three months on the country’s improved 
macroeconomic fundamentals and reduced 
global investor aversion to emerging mar- 
kets. 

The peso yesterday closed stronger at 
45.155 from Friday's 45.31 to the US dollar as 
last weelcs 50-percentage cut in the US Federal. 
Reserve's: benchmark rate made Asian curren- 
cies and equities more attractive to investors. 

In its currency outlook for September- 
October, the London-based global eco- 
nomics unit of Amex said lower risk aver- 
sion would boost peso value. 

The bank assigned a 15-percent risk of 


the peso depreciating by over 10 percent 
against the greenback in the next three 
months. Over a 12-month period, Amex 
sees the peso holding at about 44:$1. 

"The improved fiscal performance 
should remain on track and economic 
growth will likely stay well-supported by 
household spending, business investment 
and government spending, despite the 
Philippines’ high exposure to the prospect 
of weaker exports,” Amex said. 

For this year, even the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas has scaled down its export growth 
outlook to 8 percent from an earlier fore- 
cast of 11 percent. 

“Worker remittance inflows are also 
well-diversified and will probably hold at a. 
high level,” Amex added. 


US subprime crisis seen ... rene 


biggest economy. 

"Regardless of whether collateral quality 
improves, the effects of previous excesses 
are likely to continue at least through 
2008,” the IMF said. 

While potential losses appeared manage- 
able, and banks are well capitalized to 
weather more severe stress, the IMF cited 
considerable uncertainty regarding the 
magnitude and distribution of losses stem- 
ming from the turmoil in credit markets 
and their possible impact on broader finan- 
cial stability. 

Reflecting a weakening in credit disci- 
pline that emerged along with the growth 
in credit, the IMF said rate sector bor- 
rowers in certain emerging markets were 
adopting relatively risky strategies to raise 
financing, thus increasing their exposure to 
volatility. 

‘The IMF noted that in some countries in 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia, for in- 
stance, banks were increasingly using 
capital market financing to help finance 


credit growth. 

“Banks that rely predominantly on bond 
financing are more vulnerable to a sudden 
drop in demand for bonds—either due to a 
rise in domestic loan defaults or an increase 
in global risk aversion—triggering funding 
difficulties for the banks,” the IMF said. 

Lower-rated banks are at risk if appetite 
from international investors suddenly de- 
lines, potentially raising the systemic risks 
for some banking systems, it stressed. 

International banks are often unwilling 
to lend to such banks through the interbank 
market, owing to the difficulty in assessing 
their true financial condition. But these 
same banks can still issue international 
bonds, though the risk is reflected in wider 
spreads, the Fund explained. 

The IMF said governments must thus en- 
sure that such vulnerabilities would not 
build to more systemic levels. 

In addition to currency risk, the IMF said 
emerging markets had also grown more 
vulnerable to a rise in volatility. 


tight and the magnitude is quite substan- 
tial. Thats why we're trying to arrange 
some financing. This is not a promise, but 
we're trying our best. We're working to- 
ward that,” he said. “It will be good for the 
winning bidder to have some backup fi- 
nancing.” 

DBP is the financial advisor for the trans- 
action. 

‘According to the bidding timetable, po- 
tential investors have until Oct. 5 to submit 
the initial prequalification requirements, 
including the confidentiality agreement 
and undertaking. 

The PNOC Privatization Committee will 
release the list of prequalified bidders on 
Oct. 10. 

Prequalified bidders will be required to 
pay a nonrefundable fee of $5,000 on Oct. 
11-12 for them to avail themselves of the 
draft transaction documents, the informa: 
tion package and the due diligence proce- 
dures. 

Only the prequalified bidders will be al- 
lowed to conduct due diligence audit on the 
shares to be sold. 

‘They will then be required to submit final 
‘qualification documents by 7 p.m. of Oct. 
26, with those who will be able to pass this 
final screening to be given until 9 a.m. of 
Nov. 21 to turn in their bids. 

The notice of award will be issued to the 
winning bidder by Nov. 22, with payment 
ofthe entire bid price to be remitted by Nov. 
30, the scheduled closing date of the trans- 
action. 

Inan earlier interview, Finance Secretary 
Margarito Teves said the sale of the PNOC- 
EDC stake would fetch for the government 
between P32 billion and P36 billion. 

But PNOC president Antonio Cailao ex- 
pects the PNOC-EDC shares to generate 
even more than that. 


Affordable ID & Membership 
CARD PRINTING 


Magicard F 


Rocommencd for: 
‘+ ID card printing Business 
* Personalized loyalty and gift card 
Memborship cards 
Employee ID and Accoss cards 
© Student and faculty ID's 


For only 


P 69,500 


Duo** 
+ Single-side or dual-sided with 
hoppers, fixed globe pattern. 


9n 
la Allo c 


+ Single sided hand fed printer y 
customized security text 


+ Dual sided printer with 
card hopper, customized 
logos & text. 


Plus avail of an mue 
& get a FREE 


“Only for purely curriculum based 
‘educational institutions. 
Terms and conditions apply. 


FOR SALES INQUIRIES CONTACT: 
533.1562 | 533-3612 | 533-2989 | 833-6040 
534-1529 | 533-4095 535-0787 
` sales@mseedsystems.com 


(scher models aiso avatable) 
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DESIGNED WITH ONE 


| 
| GOAL: SIMPLICITY. 


id-sized businesses have enough challenges to face. Fortunately, IBM can give you a whole host of easy 
to implement, and even better, easy to own solutions. Choose from a range of IBM solutions that provide 


simplicity right out of the box. 


And if you're looking for a robust server solution, try IBM System x™ 


powered by Quad-Core Intel® Xeon® Processor. System x™ servers have proven server technologies to 
boost performance and expandability for your growing business—all with the backing of IBM's nationwide 
service and suppor. Innovation made simple. 


p ite 
|. IBM Sys system x3400 (7973628), 


oi Arm EONS Roc FL ANO PVE COLLABORATION 
‘SB BUSHIESSHPUCHTONS ETAL APPUCATIONS 


^ TONS REIN UNIONS nasa 


Quad-Core Intel* Xeon® Processor ES310 1.6GHz 
1066MHz FSB with 2x2MB L2 Cache (Dual Capable) 
1GB (2 x 512MB) PC2-5300 667MHz ECC DDR2 SDRAM FBDIMM 


2x 250GB Simple-Swap SATA Hard Disk Drives 


3 Years Parts and Labour, 9x5, On-Site, Next Business Day 


SRP:Php 101,500.00 


3e 
[isms System x3200 SATA (4362iLs) | 


Dual-core Intel® Xeon® Processor 3040 1.86GHz 
2x 1MBL2 cache 


1GB (2 x 512MB) 667MHz PC2-5300 ECC DDR2 SDRAM 


IBM SATA RAID kit; supports RAID-0, 1 
2x250GB Simple-Swap SATA Hard Disk Drives 
1 Year Parts and Labour, 9x5, On- 
SRP:Php 59,000.00 


Also available: 
IBM System x3200 SAS (4362i2s) 
Dual-core Intel* Xeon" Processor 3040 


ite, Next Business Day 


1.86GHz,2*1MB L2-cache 


1x 73GB 10K Hot-Swap SAS Hard Disk Drive 


SRP: Php 63,500.00 


AMD Dual Core Opteron 1210 1.8Ghz Processor 
2x 1MB of L2 cache 

2x512M8 667MHz PC2-5300 ECC DDR2 SDRAM 
1x 160GB Simple-Swap SATA Hard Disk Drive 


1 Year Parts and Labour, 9x5, On-Site, Next Business Day 
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E SOLUTIONS FROM IBM 


aS od 


evil Hi, 


IBM D53200 Single Controller (1726-21%) 

Three host SAS 3Gbps ports upgradeable to 

Supports 125AS disks / Scalable up to 48 via opt EXP30005 
Integrated RAD, 1.3,5,10 

512M8 Controller Memory with battery backed cache 
TaSAS HBA Controller 2588060. 

Taden SAS Coble 3986531 

4230068 35 15k rpm SAS hotswap 4330802. 


‘SRP: Php354,000.00 


AD Youn SOFTWARE 
MMOSHALSOUDONS Lotus complete Messaging Expres Sater ack 
ortis Si Maintenance 12 months 
pameasee 


sau vesspheeApptiaton Server Epes Intranet Option 
over comes «Si Martenanca 12 montis 
Pez 


18M TH storage Manager 
{ove Uns eme * S Maintenance 
Ta montis eque to per CPU eens) 
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Authorized Resellers: 


‘asi 747-5371. 746-1178- information Produc 895-3436, 696-6110 Masangkay Computer 281-855, 251-8688 Masimum Solutions 75 -0930 751-2654 
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The World's No. 1 Selling Brandy 
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Emperador Brandy is in a league all its own. 
It ranked as the world's best-selling brandy in 2006. 
A supreme testimony to Emperador's premium quality 
récognized by the most discriminating drinkers. 


ud 


Make your every celebration truly grand with 
your favorite brandy. The world's No. 1 selling brandy. 
Emperador Brandy. A toast to excellence. 


And success. 


Proudly Produced by 


t f PETIT 
H Gran Woe Pa 


perns š 
EMPERADOR DISTILLERS, INC. T aeaoe RD DN DISTILLERS INGS, maus 
INSPIRING EXCELLENCE 


A Member of 


£1 ALLIANCE GLOBAL 


i *Based on sales volume as certified by IWSR Drinks Record, U.K. and Drinks International H Drink Moderately 
———— — MÀ ae 
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Gentle care m 


By Vangie Baga-Reyes The soft, 


ABY SKIN MAY 
Bue: seem soft Smooth young 


and smooth. But it i 
is also extremely sensi- complexion that 


tive, vulnerable to dry- 
ness and irritation. adults envy also 


A recent clinical assessment of ; 
infant skin inthe United sates Deeds the right 
found that more that 60 percent 
of babies tested had clinically vis- products to stay 
ible dry skin, 

Frequent bathing can remove that Way 
the natural oils of baby skin leav- 
ing it dry and cracked. The use of 
strong laundry detergent for ba- 


by clothes can cause itchiness or 3 : r 
A A adults. Structurally, infant skin is 


Sometimes the problem arises Dinner. and its components are s Ta ri 
ba pr think adult Kewisedecreasedinnumber MOMS Ber their Johnson's babies: VARRO Bib wed csse Vis Asks end duas Aims Led Shultze Berenguer-Testa and little. 
cause parents think adult «The differences place the in- Alba, Marta Araneta and baby Tamara, and Sheila Carlos and son Enzo 
products they use will also be fant at increased risk of skin 
> e Me Coal aduk» demege, percutaneous (skin-ab- baby skin retain moisture for24 the skin and neutralize harmful turize. Prevention is key. She said, “The wash and lotion 
id S vidis $ pues aes i Sorbed) infection and toxicity hours. free radicals in the environment. While moisturizers may beap- can be used from infancy up to 
Di he ain Se = “Ev OSSt from [the external application of ^ BothhaveJohnson'ssignature The oliive-leaf extract hasbeen plied any time of the day, parents two years old and even beyond if 
pues qus xem : E some] agents." mild, fresh and natural scent. used since ancient times for its must immediately moisturize ba- the child continues to have skin 
fatrician knows that significant “Ty help parents protect baby The products have been clinical- antioxidant properties giving it by’ skin right after a bath while problems. The use of the prod- 
skin right from infancy, John- ly proven to relieve babies’ dry the ability to help fight disease- the skin is still moist. This traps _ ucts can continue with no harm- 
son's, a pioneer in research on skin and they work for all skin causing free radicals. It also pro- water in the skin, replaces any ful effects.” 
baby skin with over 100 years of types. motes skin elasticity. normal oil lost, and provides lu- Even adults may like the new 
experience in developing gentle “The products have been de- The combination of minerals brication to the skin. Johnson's line. 
products for youngsters, intro- veloped with pediatricians and and essential amino acids in the ^ Bathingwithgentlebabywash  Abaño said the lotion, for in- 
duced recently Johnson's Baby clinically tested by dermatolo- new product plays an important and applying lotion on young stance, could appeal to women 
Soothing Naturals. " said brand manager Via part in skin metabolism and wa- skin are essential o keep their who normally liked something 
soon eh aie It combines the mildness of . “Johnson's Baby Soothing _ ter balance. skin in perfect condition. mild and nicely scented. "And 
e 5^3 Johnsons products with the Naturals is formulated with a “We know there are alreadya Johnson's Soothing Naturals they can immediately feel the ef- 
healing power of nature. proprietary blend of vitamin E, lot of products that have compo- was simultaneously launched fect of the moisturizer on their 
For baby's bath, there is John- olive-leaf extract, minerals and nents like vitamin E but Soothing only recently in Southeast Asian skin,” she said. 
son's Baby Soothing Naturals essential amino acids to help Naturals is the only product that countries, although it has been ^ The baby wash and lotion are 
Moisture Rich Wash that helps care for babies’ developing skin.” has all the three features,” Abafio available in the United States both available in 250-ml bottles. 
restore lost moisture. This con- While most products available said. and Europe since last year. The lotion costs P170; wash, 
tains the No More Tears formula today contain only one form of z Abaño said the Soothing Natu- P165. Until November, they are 
JOHNSON'S Baby Soothing and is as gentle as pure water. vitamin E, the Soothing Naturals Prevention rals’ lotion cost more than itsoth- exclusively available at all Wat- 
Naturals Moisture Rich Wash Then, there is the Johnson's has all four types: alpha, beta, Parents should not wait until er products already inthe market son's outlets. After that, they will 
and Nourishing Lotion with Baby Soothing Naturals Nourish- delta and gamma tocopherol. signs ofdryness appear on baby’s “because the ingredients are very be available in major supermar- 
olive-leafextractandvitaminE ing Lotion that soothes and helps They said Abafio, could protect skin before they begin to mois- premium." kets, 


Breastfeeding i is good for mothers, too 


B REASTFEEDING'S Many mothers like Abrera couragement Support is very and even my in-laws are sup- difficulties. "Breastfeeding is 


anatomic and physiologic differ- 
ences exist between children and 


superior nutritional £^, who have successfully breastfed important to breastfeeding portive. Add to that, it helps a giving your child the best nour- 
benefits have been have found the experience so moms.” lotto have very trustworthy and  ishment. It’s also discovering a 
sciesatically proven. positive that they have become She says her family's support dependable yayas. These are lot of great things about your- 
Teens nee pres advocates. She says, "I know was also a great help when she people we can really count on self as a woman, about your ba- 
ihe optical bis payee E that breastfeeding is 90-percent was breastfeeding. “Breastfeed- when it comes to taking care of by and the people who care 
aad anaal doveloncet oF mental and only 10-percent ing is not as easy as others ourkids.” about you. So just keep at it, 
a child. E physical that’s why I really go think. I'm thankful my husband For Abrera, the benefits of and continue breastfeeding for 
M A E iy ee Out of my way to provide en- is very supportive, my mom, breastfeeding far outweigh the as long as you can.” 
not know is that, aside from its 
unsurpassed nutritional advan- 


tage for the baby, breastfeeding 

offers remarkable “side bene- 3 
fits" for mothers, especially 

working women. 


Suzi Entrata-Abrera, host of 


the television show “Unang Hir- : 

it.” can personally attest to the 

amazing benefits of breastfeed- 

ing. LJ 


The proud mother of three 
girls, Leona (4), Jade (3) and 
15-month-old Nella, Abrera — In the age of computers, hi-tech gadgets and WIFI, new breakthroughs 
says despite her busy schedule SUZI Vochirecig iri have started to emerge. You often upgrade your computer, but upgrading 
tribes nec e usse ee your looks? Well you'd be surprised. With the latest technological 
filming of commercials, she nutrient-rich milk. advancements in skincare, it is a definite possibility. With these new 
breastfed all three girls. But Abrera found out that modern devices for the skin, being more attractive is just a few zaps away. 
“Ics a challenge to continue breastfeeding also meant per- 
breastfeeding while you're sonal gains for her. Thesystem:LightCure Acne Therapy. eee 
working full-time, but its man- She says breastfeeding A painless, non-surgical treatment that 
ageable when you make time helped her shed extra weight can treat all types of acne. 
for it and pre-plan. That's how fast. After only three months of Mhe guarantee: Pimple-free clear skin 
successfully breastfed allmyba- breastfeeding she was able to yc Sy snes Th f exse 
bies,” she says. wear her usual clothes. IC odie Pi et ts 
Abrera says, to make the ` “When you're breastfeeding, Wavelengths of light is used for the 
most of the breastfeeding expe- you burn about 300-500 calo- complete elimination of the acne 
rience, a woman has to eat the ries. That's like an hour on the bacteria at the source. The system: Advanced Lasertone. The 
right food. She says her diet treadmill This may not work [P= non-surgical wrinkle and line eraser. 
helped her maintain a good nu- for everyone, but for a high per- The guarantee: Fine lines and wrinkles 
tritional status and shape. centage of women who breast- 2 are significantly diminished. 
"Imagine, every two years I feed, it does,” Abrera says. 5 The process:lt uses a machine treatment 
was giving i cbe ES es e u to safely and effectively smoothen out 
important that I was healthy her youngest for a year and lost S E : NN 
and had the nutrients I needed. extra weight quickly. She is also 8 j The system: Shi Zen D-Tox.An inten- | those age signs. 
When you're pregnant and lighter now than when she sive, relaxing facial that destresses 
when you breastfeed, you're started having babies. while treating the skin. 
nutritional requirement is high- Abrera says breastfeeding The guarantee: Refreshed, younger- 
er, so you really have to practice mothers also get more sleep as 4 looking skin cleared of impurities. 
proper nutrition,” she says. they do not have to get up to The process: Powerful ingredients like 
Abrera believes nursing prepare milk for their baby E 2 detoxifying facial mask are used 
mothers should keep them- “Breast milk is always ready for The system: Diamond Peel. A non- on the skin using Shiatsu massage 
selves physically active to stay your baby,” she points out. invasive way of removing the build- | techniques to aid in relaxation. 
healthy. To make sure they get Abrera says breastfeeding up of debris, dead cells, marks and 
all the nutrition they need, provides the best bonding expe- other flaws on the skin. Thesystem: ReFirme. An extremely 
they should have a well-bal- rience. By breastfeeding, a The guarantee: No more acne scars, popular non-invasive skincare treat- 
anced diet and take a milk sup- motherhastofocus onthe child dark spots and blemishes. ment which redefines the concept All of these technological 
plement specially formulated and temporarily forgets other The process: A diamond dust-coated of the “non-surgical facelift.” breakthroughs are available at the 
for breastfeeding women so distractions. This makes her wand is used to gently scrub off all | The guarantee: Firmer, tighter skin. Facial Care FOR MEN.Center. 
they get all the vitamins and more attuned to the babys the dead cells, surface dirt and build- | No more sags and droops. For a free consultation, 
minerals needed to produce needs. up on the skin's topmost layer. The process: No needles, surgery, scars call 813-7959, 


or sedation. Just a 45-minute,no-hassle, 
no-downtime machine treatment. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


C onmicRelie oma fedbsckatartiGinqurercom ph TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25,2007 


on saec vod 


eee nan enossnonn — 
To have © to hold FENN CM asas maus ausus 


s Buzos land 
3 Eyeglasses 
EAT 
14 Revotllonary 
Trotsky 
18 Ostrich kin 
16 C^ pore hy 
17 Jack Ewing on 
"Balls! 
19 Flounder 
20 Vocal reto 
2 Pots provider 
23 bobbsey twin 
24 Bunes 
25 Crew member 
27 Reagen cabinet 
meneer 
2a indigenous 
Japanese. 
29 Raw minerals 
30 Bymes or al 
31 People fiks 
33 Actor Cesar 
35 Chester Gould 
eaten By Alan E Parish 
37 Goodreme Mentor, OR 
4 Alleviate. 
Wi Addenda to 3 Determined the 
fates postion of 
aa Gardner and — 4 Foctieg 
oihers coneclons 
as Flex 5 Sounds rom 
47 Bleying marble the bely 
Ab eti o Temper or 
Keaton Lazaris. 
si Tak sharply to 7 Massage 
82 son 3 Annual golf 
$3 Before now tourney 
54 Clothes. 9 Audible kiss 
changers, 10 indulged one 
ss “Gien 11 Catch in a net 
singer Lavine — 12 Charwoman 
57 Benim 15 Nameless 
aerate Scoundrel 
Sb Backeonb 18 Welsh dish 
SO Geman tver 22 Line of Hondas 
St Norwegan 25 late 
capai 36 Conly 
sz Sen. Kefauver 2B Fine, In NASA- 29 Outf-conrol — 48 Unit of volume 
63 Makes a Speak collector 40 Some locks 
L7 17173 Semen 32 Colt pack 41 Native 51 Land alvo 
| BESES cum ea Depiaoy 34 Martine American B4 Frozendesser 
GEGA sa Een IS ge |. ? brand 35 Twig ime indan enid e 
VAT S T EREE 36 Fardu mont — 42Shekeup 56 Export 
Down S7 Brancnout 43 Layups folower? 
1 Aniquated 38 Develops over rolave se End ofa fb or 
2 Ende tne as Wears away spat 


yl pease DO DO à 
Pp A 


Conceptis Sudoku 


(G7 Tee Mar Bero i 
Lan 


[le BE CONTINUED 
LU —2 


BYJESSABRERA Answer to previous puzzle 


EXCUSE ME... 
KAMUKHA Ko LANG, 


o2 |» o|e|m|jo| 


Te Kine Features Sun 


TANUNGIN 
NATIN KUNG BAKIT- 
KULANG ANG SERBISYO 
NE GOBYERNO PITS 

SA NORTHERN 


v e ea^ vaio 

wia|o à wojo] 
COCE 
c si |o 


Puzzles. Di 


eix[m|ela'o|o|s = 


salo |o 


dte 
SITE 15 7 
pm HOWTOPLAYSUDOKU Difficulty Level ko 


MAX ROSE TRA) seat i LANGA Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains 


Mure Ds the digits 1 to 9. Tips and program at www.sudoku.com 


LIND! AMBAS | qeatriorat waters SteacuRes SA, ||/ Bk, GARFIELD BY JIMDAVS 
ANSAN NG PILIPINAS! 


HERE'S DOC BOY AND WE WERE YOU KNOW HOW 
ME BACK ON THE FARM VERY CLOSE BROTHERS ARE 
VENH, BUT 
SHARING A 
PAIR OF 
OVERALLS?| 


EIE 


BYELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


ANIZ E HINDU NA NEA MADE IN] 
Ne Pe NA {ue MGA MARUYA, 


p 


YOU BORN TODAY: You are warm and charming with highly developed social sls Love and affection are important to you. However, 
your success comes from your ability to apply persevering sell-discipline to develop your potential. (This balances your ove f pleasure 
and play!) In your later years, you become surprisingly daring. In the year ahead, you will learn something extremely valuable. 


Birthdate of: Wil Smith, actor; Catherine Zeta-Jones, actress; Scottie Pippen, basketball player. 
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20); Be patient wih co- tension about shared prop- dan. 19): Be patient with 
‘workers. A buildup of ten erty, debt, taxes and the re- parents 
sion before the peak of a Ful sponsibily you have to You feel 
Moon always exists, and to- others. However, by Friday pulled in several directions, 
day Is that day. Thereore this wil be gone. Just hang but you only have two hands 


don't push the river. Easy does it. and 24 hours, This week gets better as IL 
wears on. 


friends and groups versus ‘te your sign. Today, as that M misunderstandings are pos- 
the demands of children ora Full Moon builds up, you'l sible today because of the 
romantic partner. You can't feel increasing tension deal- buildup of tension before to- 
please everyone. Therefore, lust please ing with partners and close friends. Just be morrows Full Moon, Just 
yoursel, patient. take It easy and slow down. 
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WHEN YOU ARE DOING NOTHING, 
feeling nothing, finding yourself at 
your wit's end, and snapping at any- 
one or anything that comes your 
way, it is time to get a grip on your- 
self 


Be aware 

Stress can come from pressure 
(internal and external), fear, guilt, 
anxiety, etc. Most people believe 
they are operating normally, acting 
out their life as though stress is an 
ordinary part oft. 

But living on stress regularly, if 
unmanaged, can sooner or later 
take its heavy toll on your health 
and eventually compromise your 
lifestyle. So, if you want to know 
where you are, take this simple 
test. 

Your self-discovery must take in- 
to account the stress level under 
which you operate. Look inside 
yourself. Consider the following 
stress-inducing situations to assess 
your stress levels. 

1. Are you feeling inadequate at 
work? 

2. Are you feeling inadequate in 
yourlove life? 

3. Do you compare yourself unfa- 
vorably with your peers? 

4. Are you dissatisfied with your 
marriage? 


MANY BOOKS HAVE BEEN WRIT- 
ten espousing the idea that extra- 
terrestrials (ETs) have been with us 
for millions of years. 

The most popular of these was 
“Chariots of the Gods” by Erik Von 
Daniken in 1968. Then came the 
book “We Are not the First" by An- 
drew Thomas. 

Later, several books were written 
about people being abducted by 
aliens from outer space for experi- 
mental purposes. One of these was 
“The Interrupted Journey” by John 
G. Fuller. Another was “Commu- 
nion” by Whitley Strieber. 

Hollywood followed with the ex- 
tremely popular movie “Close En- 
counters of the Third Kind” by 
Steven Spielberg. 

Soon, die-hard believers of UFOs 
(unidentified flying object) formed 
themselves into societies and re- 
search groups to study these phe- 
nomena and exchange information. 
‘A new specialist began to appear in 
the lexicon of the English language, 

. ufologist. 

A few of these "specialists" were 
serious scientists but most were 
there just for the fun of it. Among 
the more serious researchers of the 
UFO phenomena is Dr. James H. 
Hurtak of the Academy of Future 
Science in Los Gatos, California. 

He is the author of a very impor- 
tant prophetic book, "The Keys of 
Enoch," which was dictated to him 
by higher space intelligence in 
1973. Many of the predictions con- 
tained in that book have become 
chilling realities. 

Still, mainstream scientists re- 
mained nonchalant about the sub- 
ject. 

And the United States govern- 
ment has been very vocal in deny- 
ing the reality of UFOs and ETs. It 


INSIDE Our 
Cory Quirino 


Get a grip 


5. Are you having cash flow prob- 
lems? 

6. Are you in danger of losing 
your job? 

7. Are you feeling bored? 

8. Are you desperately afraid of 
something? 

9. Have you made a promise you 
cannot fulfill? 

10. Do you feel stuck in a stress 
cycle? 

Dissect the causes of stress in 
your life and you will come to rec- 
ognize your level of stress toler- 
ance. Different people have differ- 
ent levels of tolerance. 

The causes of all stress can be 
grouped into three: 

1. People in your work, or none. 

2. External life-changing events. 

3. Lifestyle-related issues that 
cause you to be psychologically 
pressured. 


Take charge 

Coping with pressure may not be 
easy but it can be done. 

Here are six sure ways: 

1. Try to slow down. Whatever 
your pace, slow things down a 
notch or two. If you operate on fifth 
gear, then take it down to third gear. 
This you can do by promising your- 
self—not your doctor, hus- 
band/wife or children, but yourself. 


INNER AWARENESS 
Jaime Licauco 


ET is here 


has also flatly denied covering up 
information about ET sightings, 
UFO crashes and encounters. 

“No such thing. Pure imagina- 
tion! Completely no evidence of 
their existence,” etc. 


3 types of encounters 

Dr. Hynek classified human en- 
counters with UFOs into three 
types. The first is called Close En- 
counter of the First Kind (CEI) 
where there are only distant sight- 
ings but no communication whatso- 
ever. 

‘The second is Close Encounter of 
the Secret Kind (CEM) where there 
are some forms of physical evi- 
dence, like burned bushes or trees, 
strong magnetic field, electrical dis- 
turbances in home appliances and 
street lights and the like. CEIS 
sometimes result in extraordinary 
healing of persons involved. 

‘The third type is Close Encounter 
of the Third Kind (CEN) where 
there is actual face-to-face contact 
or communication. Alien abduc- 
tions are examples of this type of 
encounters. 

In 1947, a UFO reportedly 
crashed in Roswell New Mexico 
near a secret US Army camp. The 
US government denied any such in- 
cident happened despite sworn tes- 
timonies of ex-military officers who 
were involved in the cover-up. 

‘According to the story that 
leaked out, the military found three. 
ETs inside the crashed space ship. 
Two were dead but one was still 
alive. 

The surviving ET was humanoid, 
greenish-grey in color, without any 
hair, had a big head and big black 
almond-shaped eyes. 

The dead ETs were brought to a 
secret camp called Area 51, which 


Dancing 


Jor fitness 


GYM PLUS HEALTH AND FIT- 
ness Center will have the last 


Dance Aero Circuit 
10-11 a.m. on Sept. 29. 

The Dance Aero Circuit is an 
effective routine to tone the mus- 
cles and eliminate unwanted fat. 

Itis a group of dance activities 
performed in an area known as 
“the station" and executed to de- 
velop different components of 
physical fitness. 

Aside from Dance Aero, Gym 
Plus also offers kickboxing, 
dance gymnastics, belly and ball- 
room dancing, taekwondo, aiki- 
do, aero kaebo, step bench, and 
yoga. 

Gym Plus Health and Fitness 
Center is at 3/L, Starmall Build- 
ing, Mandaluyong City Call 
7184059. 


class 
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2. Try to calm your mind. Practice 
slow breathing. 

3. List down all the positives in 
your life. Do not dwell on the nega- 
tives. 

4. Stop telling yourself you are su- 
perman or superwoman. Everyone 
has a limit. In short, do not make 
yourself the dumping ground of ev- 
eryone's problem. You cannot solve 
itfor them. At least, not all the time. 

5. Take a class in yoga. 

6. Create powerful affirmations 
in your life. 


Affirm 

To affirm means to say “yes” to 
life. So grant yourself permission 
now. Do not hold yourself back. In- 
stead, say to yourself the followi 

“I am loved, respected, wealthy, 
successful, happy, joyful, fulfilled, 
centered, sexy, healthy 


Relax now 

1. Close your eyes. Squint them 
tightly. Release. Open your eyes. In- 
hale. 

2. Open your mouth wide. Then. 
form an O. Say, "oh." Say "ah." Ex- 
hale. 

3. Place your palms flat against 
the wall. As hard as you can, push. 
Release your inner pain/pressure. 
‘Then take your arms off the wall. 


the military has repeatedly denied 
ever existed, for autopsy. 

The surviving creature knew ev- 
ery language spoken on earth and 
was extremely intelligent. It pos- 
sessed technical knowledge so far 
advanced compared to what we 
had on earth. 


Bargain 

According to one source the ET 
bargained with its captors that, in 
exchange for saving its life, it would 
share their advanced technology 
with earth people. That was why af- 
ter the capture, US technology ad- 
vanced rapidly. The ET even taught 
Americans the secret of anti-gravity 
technology, according to one 
source. 

In the '80s I met an American re- 
searcher named Scott Mandelker in 
San Francisco who wrote a doctoral 
thesis alleging that there were mil- 
lions of ETs now living in the US. He 
later published his thesis in a book, 
“From Elsewhere: Being an ET in 
America." He even included a ques- 
tionnaire in the book to find out if 
the reader was an ET or not. 

How much of this information 
can be believed? I do not know. It is 
difficult to make any conclusion 
given scant and contradictory data. 

We really have nothing to rely on 
except our gut feel or intuition. 
There is no hard evidence to prove 
the validity of the above stories. 

My gut feel, although I cannot 
prove it, is that ETs are real. The 
crash in Roswell was real, the US 
government has been engaged in a 
big cover-up and I have absolutely 
no idea why it is doing this. 

I believe aliens have been with us 
on earth for a long, long time al- 
ready and they have been living like 
ordinary earthlings like us. 


Winners sign up 


to become 


NEW SENATOR FRANCIS “CHIZ” 
Escudero and Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone company se- 
nior vice president Butch 
Jimenez have enrolled in the 
Omnivital Lymphatics Program 
at Institut Santre. 

The special treatment course 
helps the lymphatic flow and 
cleansing process by removing 
harmful substances from the 
body thus improving the 
metabolic rate to allow more ef- 
fective burning of fat. 

Escudero and Jimenez, both 
recipients of the Ten Outstanding 
Young Men awards, hope the pro- 
cess will help them lose a lot of 
weight, inches and toxins. 

The senator signed up for the 
program to prepare for a gruel- 


ing election campaign sched- 


‘losers’ 


ule. He wanted to strengthen 
his immune system, remove 
harmful toxins from his body, 
and improve internal circula- 
tion and his digestive condi- 
tion. 

Jimenez, on the other hand, 
joined Santre's patented Omnivi- 
tal regular program to lose fat 
and inches. At the end of a four- 
month regimen, he lost 20 
pounds and more than 42 cm or 
16.5 inches all over his body. 

He later moved into the same 
Omnivital Lymphatics program 
as Escudero. Jimenez needed the 
program to de-stress. 

The Institut Santre is at 22 
Jupiter cor. Galaxy Streets, Bel- 
Air Village, Makati City (tel. 
7595599, 0917-8195599; 
www.institutsantre.com). 


4. Lie on your back. Hug a pillow. 

5. Form a fetal position. Visualize 
yourself in your mothers womb. 
Remember how loved you were 


then. 


the 


ILLUSTRATION BY STEPH BRAVO 


6. Stretch your arms as wide as 
you can as though hugging a giant 
tree. Then say: “I am ready to em- 
brace life now.” 


Love and light! 


Your Doctor Knows Best 
Prof. Kenneth Hartigan-Go, MD, PhD 


Question: 

News regarding raids of pharmacies with counterfeit medicines have been in the 
papers and television. What are counterfeit medicines and what are the possible 
dangers associated with these? 


Doctor Says. 

Counterfeit medicines, as defined by the World 
Health Organization are medicines, which are 
deliberately and fraudulently mislabeled with 
respect to identity and/or source. These are 
medicines that are primarily produced and sold 
to deceptively imitate or copy the authentic 
drugs. Counterfeit medicines may: 


‘not contain the active drug ingredients 
contain insufficient quantity of the active 
ingredients 

have the wrong active ingredients or the 
wrong excipients/solvents 

be sold with inaccurate, incorrect or fake. 
packaging 

contain harmful and toxic ingredients due. 
to wrong manufacturing processes and/or 
due to sourcing contaminated chemicals 


Counterfeiting is a worldwide problem, with 
approximately 5-10% of global medicines are 
counterfeit. There are countries where more 
than 50% of the drugs are counterfeits. 
‘Counterfeiting is more prevalent in developing, 
countries like the Philippines. These are either 
‘manufactured locally or imported (smuggled) 
illegally into the country. 


The progressively rising counterfeiting 
activities may be due to the increasing demand 
for cheaper drugs. the development of 
technologies that make it easier to counterfeit 
drugs, the ability to sell drugs directly to 
consumers due to illicit practices in some 
pharmacies or in unlicensed establishments, and 


insufficient resources to implement local 


regulations and laws to counter these activities. 
‘Counterfeit medicines may be cheaper than the 
authentic drug products but these are not 
equivalent in quality, safety and efficacy. 


Counterfeit drugs may put the person at risk 
of unexpected adverse or toxic effects, allergic. , 
reactions, or worsening ofthe existing medical ^ 
condition. The risk for death is real. 


It is important to remember that counterfeit 
drugs may not contain the stated active drug 
ingredients. Instead, these may contain inert 
or inactive substances that do not provide the 
intended therapeutic actions of the drug to 
make the patient better. Counterfeit 
medications can also contain incorreet 
ingredients, improper dosages of the correct. 
ingredients or hazardous ingredients that can 
harm the patients and may even cause death. 


Consumers can protect themselves from the 
risks associated with counterfeit drugs by 
purchasing prescription and over-the-counter 
medications from licensed pharmaci 
Everyone should vigilantly examine 
medications, paying attention to the presence 
of altered, tampered or unsealed containers and 
changes in the packaging of the product. 
Differences in the physical appearance of the” 
taste or side effects experienced should 
ients to contact their physician, 
pharmacist or other healthcare professionals 4 
involved in giving them their medications. 
Counterfeiting is a serious crime and a public. 
health emergency. Awareness and taking actions 
are the responsible options for any citizen. You 
may report suspected counterfeit medicines to 
the BFAD hotline numbers: 807-0725, 807-0721. | 


Prof. Go is a Faculty staff of Ateneo School of 
Medicine and Public Health. He also is the 
Executive Director of The Zuellig Foundation. 
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What are the causes of liver 
cancer? 


Primary liver cancer occurs when liver cells begin to 
grow out of control forming a tumor (mass of 
malignant/ abnormally growing cells). It is believed 
that this is caused by exposure of these cells to 
certain insults that alters their growth pattern. Among 
these include: excessive alcohol intake (more than 10 
ounces of wine, 24 ounces of beer or 3 ounces of 80- 
proof distilled spirits daily for men; and half of that 
for women); consuming food contaminated with 
fungi tht produce aflatoxins (corn, soybeans and 
peanuts can be contaminated 
exposure to certain chemicals like vinyl chloride, 
dioxide, arsenic and radium; and chronic 
id hepatitis C infection. Another form of 
liver cancer is metastatic liver cancer which actually 
started somewhere else in the body (e.g. colon, 
stomach, lung or breast) but later spread to 
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Jor his consultations at Our Lody of Mt. Carmel Medicel Center, 
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‘tthe Angeles University Foundetion Medica] Center, Room 103D 
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‘OUR Queen for a Day, 
Rosemarie “Baby” 
Arenas, waits for her 
invitees. 


son 


* oe 


MARILEN Guisande 


SPEAKER Joe de 


Venecia. REP Tisha Bonoan 


HRS CAS BASÉ 
NINI Licaros with Fortune Ledesma; (seated) Patty Chiong, Vina 
Gaisberger and Barbara Cumagun 


/ 
TEYET Pascual with 
Imelda Marcos, 
Fr. Boyd Sulpico, 
and Joanne Salgado 
of Jo-Lisa. 


ALICE Favila with 
Rep. Girlie Villarosa £ 
and Peter Favila 


COUTURIER Paul Cabral and 
Andrea Revilla Ynares 


MELLIE Romero A. and husband, 
businessman Louie Ablaza 


PHILIPPINE 
Ambassador. 
to Mexico 
Antonio 
Lagdameo 


Juan Roca, AVP-operations Fuego Hotels; and Mikel 
Villaverde, GM Pearl Farm Beach Resort 


MARIE and Gus Vallejo of Anscor Castro Travel Corp with 
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IER hostess of the. 
affair, Rep. Rachel Arenas, 
launches H.E.LP. 


GMAT's Rod Cornejo with Johnm 


Reyes; (seated) Eddie Yap, Dellie Yap and Marivic Vasquez 


Mother and daughter are out to Help 


T HE GRAND LAUNCH OF HEALTH, 


Education, Livelihood Program, as 

in Help, a joint project of that attrac- 
tive mother-and-daughter team, Baby Are- 
nas and Rachel, plus the birthday celebra- 
tion of Baby A, the ever generous, golden- 
hearted philanthropist, founder and chair 
of the Father Pio Lend a Hand Foundation, 
at the Mandarin Hotel was definitely the 
high point of the week’s social calendar, 
dahlings. 

‘The grand ballroom was decorated with 
longstemmed red roses (Baby's favorite), 
natch, and draped in white silk that matched 
the elegant white table cloth. 

The presidential table had touches of red, 
its centerpiece of red roses arranged differ- 
ently from the others. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo, in an ele- 
gant gold beaded evening gown with match- 
ing bag and shoes, was swamped by the tres 
chic invitees, palanggas. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia, who really en- 
joyed the music, even sang parts of the songs. 
We overhead him telling the President how 
nice the music was, 
palanggas, from the fabu- 
lous Jay Cayuca and the 
world-class Madrigal 
Singer 

Tres visible was the mix 
of newly-elected and vet- 
eran members of Maurice 
Congress, palanggos. 

As usual, the Mandarin 
rolled out the red carpet 
The fantastic cuisine was 
downed with excellent red 
and white wines and Don Perignon cham- 
pagne. Dessert was Baby's all-time favorite, 
“the special pudding with nuts and raisin 
with berries.” 

Naturellement, the talk of the evening was 
the mother-and-daughter team, how they 
tirelessly worked together for the good of the 
people, to make difference in everyone's life 
‘whether rich or poor, both reaching out to 
others sincerely. 

People were also whispering aloud if it was 
true that Andrea Bocelli was coming back. 
Well, only Baby can make another Bocelli 
magic come true in the Philippines, palang- 
gas. 

Rachel gave a short speech from the heart 
in flawless Tagalog and aprés, looking pretty 
and slim in her Paul Cabral Japanese bro- 
cade gown, sung "Beautiful Girl" beautifully 
with the Madrigals. 

Our Queen for the Day, Baby, was in a red 
and white pure silk long gown with a floral 
design on the skirt. 

When we left, more invitees from the 
province were still arriving, a bit late due to 
the heavy rains that night. 


Power event 

It was colorful in terms of the mix of invi- 
tees, the cocktails given by the exotic Fuego 
Hotels & Properties, the management group 
of the world-renowned Pearl Farm Beach Re- 
sort in Samal Island in Davao; the breathtak- 
ing world-class Taal Vista Hotel in Tagaytay 
City and the tres chic and exclusive Club Pun- 
ta Fuego in Nasugbu Batangas. 

‘The three resorts had the 2nd Corporation 


WirHoUT 
BATTING 


PEARL Farm senior sales manager 
Eileen Tuanio with Marlene Jante and 
Imelda Sietereales of Queenspoint 
Travel 


AN EYELASH 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


UNILEVER's Puring 
Sucgang and Fr. Meehan 
Cocktail at Eincontro, Ristorante Italiano, in 
Reposo, Makati, dahlings. With a power 
event like this there just had to be loads of 
VIPs and bigwigs from Makati, natch. 

Hosted by Kathy Manuel, corporate direc- 
tor for sales, the happening got rolling with 
the welcome address of COO el muy simpati- 
co Alfredo Roca. It was followed by the AVP- 
operations Juan Roca’s introduction of the 
new GM for Club Punta Fuego, Alfonso Fer- 
nandez-Corrales; the new GM for Pearl 
Farm Beach Resort, Mikel 
Villaverde; and the new mar- 
keting communications man- 
T ager for Fuego Hotels, Mitch 

= Garcia, palanggas. 

"This event was held to 
give property updates and to 
formally thank the top clients 
of the three properties some 
of which are from the coun- 
mys leading companies and 
travel trade,” explained Alfre- 
doR. 

Through the support of 
Rene Barbier, wines flowed and people had 
good food and fun at the 2nd Corporation 
Cockaal. 

Hey, any of the three resorts will be a great 
way to escape our asphalt jungle, and chill. 
For info, do call 7501899, 7501895 or 
7501897, or email guessQfuegoho- 
tels.com. Visit www.fuegohotels.com. 


ee 


Designing couple 

They are young, vibrant and talented. De- 
signer couple Paolo and Sarah Castillo 
opened their second super popular Isa Casa 
showroom in Serendra, palanggas. 

Both of them come from familles of furni- 
ture exporters and their eye-catching pieces 
have already graced the store windows of the 
renowned Bloomingdales and hotels like the 
prestigious Four Seasons, no less, dahlings. 

Even world-renowned furniture designer 
Palecek has taken an interest in the designs of 
these two achievers 

Checking out the new store, moi noticed 
that this pair had come up with exciting ways 
to use our local material. Who would have 
imagined bamboo and stone could look this 
good? 

Well, palanggas, they have come up with 
beautiful bedroom and dining set designs 
that will look gorgeous in both sprawling res- 
idences and cozy condo units. 

But their talent does not end there, 
dahlings. They can custom-design pieces ac- 
cording to your needs. Just let the couples 
artistic juices flow and they will come up with 
a personalized solution. 
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Macapagal-Arroyo 
and Baby Arenas; 
(standing) Tereret 
Liboro, Daisy 
Payumo, Tessie 
Daza, Inday del 
Rosario and Nene 
Leonor 


SAUDI Arabia's Ambassador Saleh Al 
Ghamdi with Nena Casimiro and Alfonso 
Casimiro 


Ownersand designers i 
of Isa Casa, Paolo 
Castillo and wife 

Sarah Ching 


MALOU 
Camer 


UNILEVER ladies Joji 
‘Macapagal and Rose Aquino 


Hotshots in the world of art and architec- 
ture, and other designers were all present 
and accounted for like Real Living magazine 
editor in chief Rachel Medina, architect and 
artist Joven Ignacio, artist Poch Naval, Cor- 
rine Ching of the I Love U fashion store, 
Shoko Lighting designer artist Valen Valero, 
and Mary Ann Pulido, palanggas. 


ALFONSO Fernandez-Corrales, GM of Club Punta Fuego; Kathy Manuel, corporate dit 
for sales; good-looking Mandy Ochoa of Total Solutions; Alfredo Roca, COO Fuego Hotels; 
and cyber smart pretty Mitch Garcia, marketing communications manager 
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She’s happy 
for Rustom, 
and just as 
happy about 
a special and 
unexpected 
birthday 

gift 


ACTRESS-hostis glad for her ex-husband's awards. 


Carmina's 
twin joy 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


HOST-ACTRESS CARMINA VILLAR- 
roelis in a daze. 

She admits that her hectic work sched- 
ule—juggling the daily talk show “Sis” and 
nightly soap “Mga Mata ni Anghelita" has. 
left her spaced out. 

"[Once] T got home from Anghelita’ at 5 
a.m. and woke up at 7 a.m. because my call 
time for ‘Sis’ was 8 a.m.,” she relates. “Good 
thing, [co-hosts] Ate Janice and Gelli [de Be- 
len) are there to cover for me when I feel like 
a zombie." 

She's been so preoccupied that she didn't 
even know that ex-husband Rustom Padilla 
had tied for Best Actor with Mark Gil at the 
Gawad Urian last week. 

“A guest on ‘Sis’ told me about it. I had 
been out of the loop,” she explains. "Td much 
rather tend to my kids than watch TV when 
Tm home kasi.” 

Lest it be misconstrued, she swiftly stresses 
that she's proud of Rustom’s achievement. 

"Tm glad for him. I've gotten over what 
happened [between us]. Since Pm happy 
with mylife, I also want him to be happy with 
his. A Gawad Urian is such a big blessing." 

Rustom, who has maintained cordial rela- 
tions with his ex-wife, echoes the same senti- 
ments: "Ies clear that she's happy and that 
she wishes me happiness. Her children are so 
beautifull” 


Hands-on mom 

Her 6-year-old twins by parmer Zoren 
Legaspi are the main reasons that she's work- 
ing so hard, Carmina points out. 

No matter how busy, she's still a hands-on 
mom. “I bring Mavy and Cassy to school. 
Even if lacked sleep the night before, I wake 
up early and have breakfast with them.” 

Constant communication is a must for her. 
"Even if Im in a faraway location, I call 
them.” 

On the set of the series "Anghelita," which. 
wraps up its run this week, she is often think- 
ing of the kids. 

“I see my daughter Cassy in [young co- 
star] Kristal [Reyes]," Carmina says. "They're 
both sweet and affectionate.” 

Since she herself joined the biz at the ten- 
der age of 12, she feels for child stars like 
Kristal. “I often ask about her studies. I advise 
her to never give up schooling. I can be in- 
quisiive. Its the TV host in me,” she admits. 

She's just as protective of her twins who've 
started doing TV ads, too. “Zoren and I are 
present on the set to make sure that the 
working conditions are okay. We don't want 
our kids to feel it's work. Ies as if they're play- 
inglang." 

She affirms that she has a lot of things to be 
thankful for. 

last month, she received an unexpected 
birthday gift—a phone call from longtime 
crush Hollywood actor Josh Hartnett, who 
shot a movie in the South. 
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JOHN PRATS INSISTS THERE'S NOTHING. 
more than friendship between him and 
Shaina Magdayao. 

"Some people just put malice to our 
closeness. She's one of my best friends like 
‘Toni Gonzaga and Nikki Gil,” he clarifies. 

Are they friends in love or do they 


just love being friends? 


Big crush 

When Sarah Geronimo gets home from her 
successful US tour, she will start shooting a 
movie with John Lloyd Cruz under Viva Films 
and Star Cinema. 
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KATIE AND ANDERSON ARE GETTING MARRIED... 
THEY JUST MET A FEW MINUTES AGO 
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John... 


From page DI 

John Lloyd hap- 
pens to be one of her 
big crushes. 

‘Although Lloydie is 
already taken, there's 
nothing wrong if he 
and Sarah grow fond 
of each other, They 
both could use some 
harmless admiration 
or innocent flirtation 
in their lives. 
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Too many girls 

Polo Ravales was 
spotted at The Block 
of SM North with 
Carla Humphries, T 
comered him about it 
but all I got was a 
standard show biz an- 
swer that they are just. 
friends. 

So I teased Polo 
some more. "So many 
girls, so litte time 
huh?” He kept blush- 
ing. 

Oh well, it’s not 
surprising that a 
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Polo is seen with a lot 
of women. 


Romance brew- 
ing? 

Candy — Pangili- 
man's co-stars in ‘Apat 
Dapat" keep teasing 
her to Zanjoe Maru- 
do. Does she have a 
harmless crush on him 
or is romance brewing 
between them? 
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From page DI 


“I loved him in ‘40 Days and 40 
Nights,’ ‘Hollywood Homicide’ and 


ENTER’ 
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At the time of the call, she was 
preparing gifts for indigent kids, with 
whom she celebrated her birthday. 
“A friend [who worked in the US 
production} called and passed the 
phone to Josh,” she recounts. "I 


NMENT 
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tried to keep cool. But he was so nice. 
and sincere that I couldn't help my- 
self. At the end of the call, I let out a 
shriek. I heard him laughing." 

‘As bonus: “My friend told me that 
all throughout our conversation, 
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Eastwood City 


presonts 


Richard Ron 


Watch him bring back the classics, 
with hits from Tony Bennett, 
Frank Sinatra, Rod Stewart, 

Harry Connick, Jr-and more, 


Every Tuesday at 8PM 
Eastwood Fuente Circle 
FREE ADMISSION! 
Eastwood City 


SHOOT “EM UP 
4:10, 6:20, 8:40, 1:00 
[SE 
{NOW PRONOUNCE YOU 
CHUCK AND LARRY 
3:10, 5:50, 8:30, 11:05 
M 
BRATZ — | BRAVE ONE 
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6 [E 
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TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE 
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No Reservations 


Life isn't always made to order. 

ALERT BERT ea 

mesmo LAGER PETES SAT HES vem ASAT" ERA 
ARAS wo PATRICIA CLASON "PAIP GLASS oss MR MEMUREA 
RSEN ANTON LEE "^^ DI RI "ER REN REO 


ENTERTAINMENT 


STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP 
"Some of this stuff is so out there 
YOU'LL HAV€ TO See IT 

TO BELIEVE IT! 


Hammond, MAXIM 


his NEW BREED of action thriller 
HITS THE BULL'S EYE. 


-Stephen Rebello, PLAYBOY 


“This is a WET DREAM for ACTION JUNKIES.” 


-Peter Travers, Rolling Stone 


be my mom's fourth “birthday in heaven." 
What an uncanny coincidence that the episode 
of "Moms" on QTV 11, 5:30 p.m, about 
"Pulling the Plug" where I was a guest will be. 
aired today. Here's to you, ma. I know you're 
still plugged in and watching over me. 


New Sexbomb 
Sexbomb  choreographe/mamager Joy 


Cancio is at it again. Her Baile search for the 
next Bomb finalists was a success, She's giving 
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BERSEERSREEESREERE 
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the winner Michelle Mercado the biggest 
break of her life. Even the four other con- 
tenders—Chona Guzman, Mizuki Konno, Jo- 
hanne Fagel and Veronica Bengco—will be 
part of Sexbomb. 

Those who were eliminated will take jazz 
dance lessons courtesy of Joy Just like the 
dance trends Joy has set, she's also a step ahead 
when it comes to discovering new talents and 
helping them make their dreams come true, 


New twist. 

Ted Failon and Ko- 
rina Sanchez put a 
new twist in their 
commentaries. — on 
their DZMM radio 
show “Tambalang 
Talon at Sanchez 
(8:30 a.m., Monday 
to Friday) by spicing 
it up with elements of 
radio drama and 
satire. They mimic fa- 
mous personalities 
and even create col- 
orful characters. 

Its one of the rea 
sons why Radyo Pa- 
wo) Sais Trenta 
topped the latest AC 
Nielsen Media Re- 
search Survey for AM 
stations im Mega 
Manila, 

Ears to you, Korina 
and Ted! 


Debut album 


DERE 


SHOOT EM UP 
R13 
1:40,3°50,6:00, 
8:10,10:20 


1 NOW PRONOUNCE| 
YOU CHUCK & 
LARRY - R13 
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8:00,10:30 


Mice OI so, 3:30 
THE BRAVE ONE. 
MTRCR R3 830, 8:00 
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SHOOT 'EM UP 
lunco n.o 12 40, 
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Preteen — singing 
group Sugarpop has 
just released its selfi- 
Wed debut album 
(Sony BMG). The 
group is composed of 


6:40, 9:05] 


‘Awaited Fight is On? 


The Will to Win PPACQUIA 
horwaighi 
on OCTOBER 7, 2007 (SUNDAY) 


‘6th floor, Shangri-La Plaza Mal 

comar Shaw Blvd , Mandaluyong City 

all 633-7851, loc. 171) 170 or 633-2227 
for more details 


ROGUE ASSASSIN 
2.3074 50, 1:10, 9.30 


pronsnip 
O AM (MANILA TIME) 
Live Via Satellite from, 

Mandalay Bay Resort & Casino, Las Veg: 
Cinema Gatos Open at 7:00 AM - Ticket Pri 


the grand finalists of 
last years “Popstar 
Kids.” 

The abum in- 
cludes versions of the 
Laura Branigan orig- 
inal "Name Game,” 
“Chocolate” d 
Smokey Mountain's 
“Paraiso.” 


s BARRERA" 


Email watering- 
holeshangrila@ya- 
hoo.com. 


By Wiliam shakespeare 
Directed by Bari Guingona 


September 15 to October 7, 2007 


Onstage, 2nd Fir., Greenbelt 1, 
Paseo de Roxas cor. Legaspi Sl., Makati City 


For details call 887-0710 or 891-9999 
ee [17] 


LIVE VIA SATELLITE 


Tos Wanda a sa Coa oes, Mna MU 


No Commercial Breaks! 
Larger Than Life! Guaranteed Seats! 


‘THE MOST AWAITED FIGHT IS ON! 


PACQUIAO 
BARRERA 
‘SUPER FEATHERWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7, GAM Mariia tine) 


Glorietta 4 + Greenbelt 3 » Glorietta 1 
Alabang Town Center * Market! Market! 
‘Ayala Center Cebu  Trinoma 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 


